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formed info a limited company, that num-
ber being too many for a private partner-
ship. .

Hon. M. L. AMess : If they exceed
twenty, they wmust come under the Com-
panies Act.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
I think that number is too large, and a
reduction would be a decided improve-
ment. One very good feature of the Bill
is that it limits the liability of a sleeping
partner. At present there are many
small businesses in which men of means
would take an interest ; but as soon as
they do so they become partners, and are
liable for the whole of the debts of the
concern,  This often deters them from
investing in busiuesses which might even-
tually become very large. I think we
should give every encouragement to
moneyed men to buy into small businesses.
It often happens that if a man puts a
few hundreds of pounds into a business,
before many years elapse be finds himself
liable for thousands. He is quite willing
to rvisk the few hundreds invested in
the first instance ; and the only method
of overeoming the difficulty is to form a
limited company—a very cumbersome and
expensive process for a small concemn.
The Bill will solve the problem by pro-
viding that where a person buys into a
business to the exteni of say £300, he is
liable simply for that sum and no more ;
but if during the eontinuance of the part-
nership he draws ouf that sum or any
portion of it, he shall be liable for the
debts of the firm to the amount of the
portion drawn out. Farther, if a limited
partner takes any part i the wmanagement
of the business, he shall be liable for all
debts and obligations ineurred while .he
takes part in the management, as if he
were a general partner. The point is not
quite safeguarded. For example, John
Smith may start a business, and a numbeyr
of persons well known in the town may
join that business as limited partners.
The mere fact of those residents heing
known as connected with that business
would tend to enable John Smith to ob-
tain praetically unlimited eredit, The
point I wish to emphasise is that beiter
publicity should be given as te who are
limited partners in the concern, and ex-
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aetly what amount of interest they h:
in it. Publicity is now given as to |
number and names of limited partner
but that seems to me insufficient. W
the exceptions I have mentioned, I ag
with the Bill, which will do some amot
of good.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—FREMANTLE GRAVING
DOCK.

Received from the Legislative Asse
bly, and read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at 5.33 o’elo
until the next Turesday.

Legisiative Essembly,
Friday, 6th December, 1907.
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Leave of Abgence.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Gorden, leave of
:absence for a fortnight granted to the
member for East Perth (Mr. Hardwick),
on the ground of ill health.

BILL—FREMANTLE GRAVING
DOCK.
Third Reading, Debate.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved—
That the Bill be now read a lrd
tinie.

Mr.

ment—

That the Bill be read this day six
months.

"The reason for adepting this most un-
usnal eonrse was that the House had not
‘been given an opportunity properly to
record its decision on the question. The
-division on the site for the dock was so
close that it was only rvight members
should be given an opportunity to say
whether Rous Head was the proper place
at which to construet the dock.

Mr. DAGLISH: Although he had
-spoken pretfy strongly against the mea-
‘sure on the previons day and was very
anxious to record his vote against it on
the second reading, and would bave fol-
lowed that action up by fighting the Bill
on the third reading, he did not think it
was proper, when members allowed a Bill
to pass ifs seeond reading without a di-
vision, to endeavour to obtain a catch
vote on the third reading. He wonld
fight the proposal on the Loan Estimates,
if he had an opportunity, for he still
held a strong conviction ngainst the work.
In the cirenmstances he would refrain
from voting on the third reading.
~ Mr. BUTCHER: It was difficult to
follow the reasoning of the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish). If a man were
honest in his eonvietions at the time the
second reading of the Bill was pat,
surely it was unreasonable that he should
change those opinions when it came to
the third reading. He (Mr. Butcher)
wonld vote againsi the measure.

Mr. COLLIER: The member for
Subiaco was most inconsistent in his ae-

BREBBER moved an amend-
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tion. He stated he did not believe in
attempling to defeat the Bill now on 2
cateh vote, whereas he knew very well
that the second reading was ecarried praec-
tically on a eatch vote. Moreover it was
carried owing to the neglect of those who
opposed it, among whom was the member
for Subiaco, as it was their duty to be
in their places when the second reading
was submitted to the House. If a mem-
ber lest that opportonity, surely that
was 10 reason why he should not, in sup-
port of his eonvietions, vote against the
measure on the third reading. He in-
tended to support the amendment.

Mr. H. BROWN : It was with no
idea of obtaining a cateh vote now thak
he would support the amendment. His
action would be taken owing to the in-
decent haste in which the Bill was being
rushed through, ahd as a protest against
the unseemly lobbyig and whipping,
not only in the corridors bhut openly m
the Chamber, that took place all the pre-
vious evening. It was the most disgrace-
ful exhibition of whipping he had ever
seen. Members should not be pestered,
possibly with the promise of a railway
or something else in the frtore, inte
voting for a measnre of this kind.

MMr. TAYLOR: The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) had said that the
present wasg an inopportune time for the
country to spend n huge sum of money
on a work of this kind, and especially
seeing that so little information had been
provided, and lad asked the Honse to
support him in demanding from the
Govermment and the Minister for Works
more  statistics and data to prove the
necessity for the dock. He (Mr. Tay-
lor) opposed tlie measure on several
grounds. The expendiivre was not at
present waitanted, and the esfimate
would be exceeded. The country should
not be pledzed to this estent on such
meagre information. Duaring the second
reading debate last night he had been
called away, and when he returned was
told that the question had been passed
on the voices by a eafch vote, and that a
call for a division had not been heard
by the Chair. He hoped we should not
have this aflfernoon a repetition of the
whipping done yesterday.
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Mr. Layman : Who did the whipping ?

Mr. TAYLOR : The four Fremantle
members, two in Opposition and two on
the Government side, whipped from the
Refreshment Room into this Chamber,
back and forward all the evening, and
he believed they suceeeded in influencing
members,

The Minister for Works : Did the hon.
member refer to improper influence %

Mr. TAYLOR would not say ; but the
whipping was positively indecent. He
acensed the fonr Fremantle members of
whipping. Last night the member for
East Fremanile (Mr. Angwin) said the
people of Fremantle should be eongraiu-
jated on the unanimity of their repre-
sentatives. Xven at this moment the
flagellator was “ seooting” round the
Chiamber. Members were not blind.
Tet them use their eyes to behold the
whipping now going on. He was pleased
to have an opportunity of voting against
this measure, on the ground indicated in
his speech of yesterday.

The Treasurer: Why did not the hen.
member vote in Committee?

Mr. TAYLOR: In Commiffee he had
voted to give the Government power to
build a doek on n site outside Fremantle,
if necessary. Four or five years henee,
when the revenue would be charged with
£20,000 per annum for interest and sink-
ing fund on this unwarranted expeudi-
ture, to-night’s division list would show
who had voted in favour of the Bill.

Mr. WALKER: Not having been in
the House at last night’s division, he
had not been whipped. This great pub-
lic undertaking was not a party question.
Both at Fremantle and East Fremantle
as well as in this House, he had advo-
cated a dock. As the work was neeces-
sary, he would not be inflnenced by the
faet that the Minister for Works was in
charge of the Bill, nor even by the fact
that his {(Mr. Walker’s) own constifu-
ents could not obiain absolute necessi-
ties from the Government. He had'no
right to be revengful when we voted on
public measures. The only question was
whether the dock was necessary.

Mr. Bulcher: There was the question
of finanece.
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Dock Bill.
Mr. WALKER : Surely that =
settled. The Treasurer must pay t

piper. He weuld have the land tax a
the income tax. He would not proce
with the work if the mouney were I
available. If the work advertised
helped to develop the State, as it must
required at all, we should pass the B
We must not aet like the dog im t
manger.

Mr. STCART had been accidenta
prevented from speaking on the seeo
reading, and would have objected to
important a measure, involving so la
an expenditure, being discussed in t
presence of less than one-third of t
members, If we had, or counld
reasonable terms borrow, the money p:
posed to be spent on the dock, il
money would be far better spent in pa:
of the Siate now being neglected a
starved. Agrienliural members sho
not be silent on such a question, kne
ing the slight consideration their .
quirements would receive. It was :
mitted thai even if the Federal Gove
ment or the Admiralty shared the
pense, the work would show a hea
loss. No doubt the dock would be nec
sary some day, but its present necess
had not yet been proved. If a few mx
such propositions were adopted, it wou
be difficult for the Government to b
row anywhere. We passed £50,000 {
other night for the Denmark railw
and lands, and from a guarter to thn
quarters of a million fast night on t
Works Estimates; yet when votes i
roads and bridges, and items affecti
the BState as a whole, were diseuss
there was an immediate whine about t
financial stringency. Some specio
arguments were used in favour of t
Bill. 'We were told of other docks ti
had been cheaply constructed, and tt
those docks had a certain amount
work to do. We were farther told tk
vessels had to be iowed to other poi
to effect necessary repairs. He w
seeptical as to many disabled vess
having been towed out of this harbe
for such purpose. Fremantle being
wayside port, few vessels would
docked even for inspection the
Vessels were usually docked only at t
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minal ports where they arrived in bal-
last.
Colombe a terminal port?] Had he
been in the House when the Labour Gov-
ernment introduced a proposition to
build a doeck, he mighi have supported
it becanse the finances of the State
were not then in such a disastrous con-
dition. It was time a note of warning
was sounded against the expenditure of
millions of money without a prospect of
return.

Mr. BOLTON called attention to the
positively indecent ‘f whipping 7’ being
done at that moment by the member for
Mt. Margaret {Mr. Taylor), who earlier
in the evening had eondemned the mem-
bers for Fremantle for lobbying. Cne
could not understand the opposition te
this Bill, as almost every member who
spoke had admitted the neeessity for a
doek at Fremantle, yct some of them
were now opposing the third reading.

Mr. UNDERWQOD intended voting
for the Bill, baving in his election eam-
paign and since then advoeated the con-
struetion of a dock at Fremantle It
mattered little whether the doek would
pay during the first ten or even fifty
vears; for it should be the aim of this
State to make Fremantle the front door
of Australia, and to do this we must have
a properly equipped harbour and dock.
The increase of exports in the next de-
cade would be much larger than during
the past ten years. He ohjected to the
parochialism displayed during the con-
sideration of this question, for it ap-
peared some members had no ideas he-
yond their own particular constituency
or backyard. Members representing
Perth and suburban constituencies op-
posed the Bill; yet compared with out-
back centres, the metropolitan distriet
had received generous treatment in re-
eard to public works. As to the proposal
that shipping should be brought up the
river to Perth, those advocating that
course would spoil one of the finest
streteches of water in Australia with dust,
dirt, slime, and smoke cansed by ship-
ping. As to getting a subsidy in aid of
the doek, some said that if the work were
not begun a snbsidy could not be ex-
pected, while if it were pnt in hand no
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subsidy would be needed from the Im-
perial Government or the Common-
wealth.  Farming constituencies would
beuefit more than others by a dock, be-
cause this was destined to become a
great  wheat-exporting country. This
State warranted a progressive public
works policy, and he would support the
Government proposal for a dock, with-
out regard to what might or might not
be spent in any particular backyard.

Mr. VERYARD desired to exonerate,
so far as he was concerned, those mem-
bers charged with lobbying. No whip-
ping would influence his vote, The time
had arrived when a doek should be built
at Fremantle.

Amendment (six wonths) put, and a
division taken with the following re-
salt :—

Ayes .. .. .. 8
Noes .. .. .o 28

Majority against .. 20

ATES,
Mr. Brabber
Mpr. H. Brown
Mr. Butcher 8
Mr. Collier Mr. Bolton
My, Draper
Mr. Scaddan Mr. Davies

Mr. Taylor
Mr. Stuart {Tsller).

Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller),.

Amendment thus negatived.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1007-8.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed “from the previous day, Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.

PusLic Works DeparrMenT (Hon. J..
Price, Minister), discussion resumed.
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Subdivision 3—Roads
£70,252—

ltem—Main road Maintenance, Clare-
mont-Subiaco, £200:

Mr. Troy had moved an amendment
that the item be struck out.

Mr. SCADDAN : Last night fhe Min-
ister for Works stated he (Mr. Scaddan)
.did not understand the principle of votes
.of this nature, and poinied out that the
road from Perth to Fremantle passed
through several local districts, therefore
it was impossible to ask each of the local
authorities to maintain the road. There
were many roads of a similar deseription
passiug through roads board distriets.

" The Minister for Works : Not used to
4he extent that this road was.

Mr. SCADDAN : Was that any reason
-why the farmer carting grain to the rail-
way should have to clear his own track,
whiie a person who had a dunlop-tyred
motor ear eould have roads made for him
throngh the King’s Park and in other
places? The maintaining of roads and
fhe making of roads were different mat-
ders. Last year when an amount was
placed on the Estimates for the main-
tenance of the Kalgoorlie-Boulder road
he (Mr. Seaddan) protested against it,
becanse when the Government voted a
snm of money for the making of a road
the Government should not at once be
called upon to vote a sum for the main.
tenance of that road. There appeared to
be a desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to remove the opposition on the
part of country members by increasing
the vote for several country roads, but
the main roads could only be found, ap-
parently, in and around Perth, for out
of £3911 for the maintenace of main
roads no less a sum than £3,411 was to be
expended on roads leading into, and out
of, Perth. Tf the policy were made
general one’s protest might be removed.
" Bufficient money could be found to make
roads in Perth for the purpose of run-
ning rubber-tyred motor cars along, while
in ont back districts members eould not
even get a track cut. A couple of years
ago an application was made for a grant
of £500 for a road from Boorara to
Kalgoorlie, and only £150 was received.
At the time he told the Minister that it

and Bridges,
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was no good granting a small sum fi
such a road to patch it up and to-ds
the road was as bad as ever,

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Once roads we
made the local anthority should mainta:
them. The Minister had said there w;
a difference between the Hedland-Marh
Bar road and the Perth-Fremantle roa
There was a difference. The Minist
should travel on the Hedland-Marble B
road and he would see. Along ma
roads was to be found the most valuab
property and the expenditure of mone
improved the value of all property alor
a main road. No bodies were entifle
to pay for the maintenance of their roac
more than people living in the suburl
around Perth. The farmer had to mal
his own road throngh the bush if 1
wished to carry his wheat to the railwa
People in out back parts of the Sta
had to ecart their material over bad roa«
or pay for the maintenance of the roa
themselves, while in Perth the roads wa
maintained by the Government, becau
there were many mayors and councillo:
handy to the Works Department wi
conld bring influence to bear on tl
Minister.

Mr., JOHNSON snpported the amen:
ment. The continuance of the syste
of granting subsidies for the maintenan
of main roads was unsound and wryon
The Minister for Works failed to reali
the size and magnitude of Western Au
tralia, and the small amount of mone
comparatively speaking, he had to i
tribute to the various rtoads board i
tricts of the State. We kuew the amow
of money the Minister had and we al
knew the large amount whieh it was pr
posed to expend on roads which had a
1cady been made by the Governmen
Why was this so ¢

The Minister : For the same reasc
that the amounts were placed on tl
Estimates when the hon. member w:
Minister.

Mr. JOHNSON: The reason was th
the amounts had been promised. TWhe
he (Mr. Johnson) became Minister fi
Works, the Estimates for the year h:
been framed.

The BMinister: Why was it continue
the next year?
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Mr. JOHNSON : The Government
that year had arranged to discontinue
the sysiem of giving grants towards the
maintenance of main roads. He (Mzr.
Johnson) went through the eountry and
everywhere he spoke he told the rvoads
boards that he would not continue the
practice in the future, and after success-
fully breaking this system down, and
after the roads boards realised the posi-
tion, we now found the system again
continned. When Minister he had re-
ceived requests for grants to maintain
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder road, and he
agreed to provide £5,000 to construct the
road on the distinet understanding that
the local governing bodies should ask
for no farther grants for the mainten-
ance of the road, and Parliament passed
the money on that distinet understand-
ing. Now to-day the Attorney General
was able to influence the Government to
get this special grant for maintenance.

The Attorney Gemeral: It was nof in
the Kalgoorlie electorate.

Mr. JOHNSON: While we gave these
special grants we were reducing the
grants for clearing roads in agricultural
districts, and road boards subsidies.
The member for Irwin should oppose
these grants. The roads in the Moora
distriet were absolutely disgraceful ex-
cept one that led out to the property
of an ex-Minister of the Crown. The
Minister for Works knéw that the
Popanyinning-Pingelly main road was
in a disgraeeful state.

The Minister : It was a fair eountry
road and rvan alongside the railway line.

Mr. JOHNSON: It was in a bad con-
dition. Tt was a main road. The main
roads did not begin at Fremantle and
end at Perth, or at Midland Junection.

The BMinister: The hon. member intro-
duced a deputation asking for a grant
for the main road from Perth to Mid-
land Junetion.

Mr. JOHNSON: True; but the main
road throngh Midland Junetion con-
tinned towards Gingin, Mundaring, and
Beverley. Ii was one of the most impor-
tant roads of the State. The sum of
£550 was granted last year for the
Perth-Midland Junection road, but all
the municipality of Midland Junction
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teceived of that sum was £26; and the
municipality, having spent £230 in
making portion of the road, eonsidered
they should get a litle more considera-
ilon from the Government. Therefore
they asked him to head the deputation.
They were well aware that he was op-
posed to this practice of granting assist-
ance to main roads, but they pointed
out that the practice was continued, and
that they wanted a fair distribution.
With this objeet he had sympathy..
That was why he had headed the depu-
tation though he was opposed to the
general prastice.  Counftry members at
least should support the amendment..
In striking out this item they would
assist the Government finanecially, and
would show the Minister that the House-
would not tolerate the practice of giving
grants for the maintenance of roads.
already made by the Government.
Ancther matter not to be lost sight of
was that by the Government expenditure-
on these roads the rating value of the
property was higher, and the munieipali-
ties collected higher rates, and then the
Government based the distribution of
the municipal subsidy on the higher rate.
The position was unsound. The Min-
ister could not have gone into the files.
of the department. These local autho-
rities gained higher subsidies through
the increased values brought about by
these special grants.

The Blimister: The subsidy was given
on the mileage.

Mr. JOHNSON: At Cue the Minister
contended that the distribution of the
subsidy was to be based on the amount
of rtating; now the Minister claimed it
was to be on the mileage. This was a
reversal of policy whieh one could not
follow.

The MINISTER: There was no re-
versal of poliecy. The hon. member was
misleading the House, though perhaps
not wilfully. Apparently the hon. mem-
ber eould not grasp the simplest propo-
sition. The hon. member was aware
that there was a bunch of items deal-
ing with specific roads for which speci-
fie grants were made and the hon. mem-
ber knew these grants depended abso-
Intely on the question as to whether
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they were urgent publi¢ works. These
grants so buuched were supposed to be
the most urgent public works. Then
there was the other system of Laving
a general grant, this year of £35,000,
which was allocated, as stated at Cue,
in agcordance with the manner in which
the roads boards were rated. The hon.
member, when Minister, had done
exaetly the same thing, When the hon.
member was in office these special grants
appeared on Estimates prepared by bim,
and submitted by the succeeding Govern-
ment. It was idle for the hon. member
to say that he had only brought down
these speeial grants on Estimates pre-
pared by a preceding Government.

M. JOHNSON: Those grants were
granted on the distinet understanding
that they were to be final grants. The
roads boards were informed that they
would receive no more money for main-
tenance of main roads. He had fought
the question for months, and had sue-
cessfully eduecated the roads boards in
that direetion, but now we found the old
system re-introduced. No¢ wonder one
got annoyed. These roads were paid
for originally out of Government money,
and wow the State was being called upon
to maintain them. The reads boards
should be made to realise that the Gov-
ernment grant must be distributed in
country distriets for the purpose of open-
ing up new country, and not for main-
taining roads in the vicinity of the met-
ropolis which had already had too much
money spent on them.

Mr. FOULKES: With regard to the
road between Perth and Fremantle, the
residents of Claremont and Cottesloe
hardly used that portion which ran
through their districts. The road was
originally made by the Government, bat
the people who used it were the residents
of Perth and Fremantle. One had only
te watch the traffic to realise that it was
the carriers who did most harm in eut-
ting up this road. Certainly they paid
a wheel tax but that was a very small
contribution. At present the road was
in a very bad state of repair, but it was
impossible to expect the many local au-
thorities along the track between Perth
and Fremantle to pay for repairing it,
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especially as they did not use it to an
extent.

Mr. Johnson : The Perth-Fremant]
road was different from many others fo
which grants were suggested, as it wa
the only Grovernment road in the State.

Mr. FOULKES: That road had neve
been put into proper condition. Ce
tainly a great deal of money had bee
spent on it, but it had not been proper
construeted.  One year the Governmer
spent £20,000 in order that it might b
pui in really good order, but it onl
lasted for two or ihree years. The wor
should he takem in hand properly. A
enorinous amount of money was require
for roads in the agrieultural distriet:
and he hoped the demand would increase
because it would show there was increa:
ing settlement in the country,

Mr. HOLMAN: It was his intentio
to oppose every vote on the Estimate
for the purpose of maintaining roads
and he would continue to do that so lon
as Places were starving for (rovernmen
assistance. The Government were goin
to spend £200 in the maintenance of thi
road between Claremont and Subiaec
while at the same time they were refusin
to grant a few hundred pounds to ope
up the road between Meekatharra an
Peak Hill. By the opening up of a roa
the distance would be decreased by 2
miles.

The Minister for Works: An inspec
tor had reported adversely on the work.

Mr. HOLMAN: Inspectors too ofte
made reports to snit Ministers, and if w
could shift some of those tools the coun
try would be better off. Mr. Ankete
had never been over the road at all.

The Minister: The surveyor lLad hee
over that very road.

Mr. HOLMAN: Had the Minister re
ceived the report of Mr. Oldham and M
Morgans, the surveyor?

The Minister had offered to go ove
the road with the wember himself, but h
would not go.

Mr, HOLMAN: At that time the Min
ister was heiping the Combine to issue
summons against him (Mr. Holman]
and he was therefore prevented frm
going. Perhaps the Minister wanted hi
to go to gaol and work in a vond pang,
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The Minister wanted to save the hon.
mewher from going to gaol.

Mr. HOLMAN: The expenditure of
£800 or £1,000 on the road between
Meekatharra and Peak Hill would lessen
_the difference between the former place
and Nannine by 25 miles. As no grants
were made for opening up new eountry
the sooner we did away with the expendi-
ture for maintenance of roads the better.
The district he represented, which had
turned out over two million
worth of gold, bad 1,400 miles of roads,
and where every ton of stuff had to be
carted over the roads, there was not so
mueh to be spent as was proposed for
this small portion of the road between
Claremont and Subiaco. At Mount Mag-
net there were four roads boards, and
they could not get more than £200 for
the upkeep and construetion of the roads
there. The whole of the money avail-
able was being utilised to sweeten up the
people in this part of the State.

[Mr. Foulkes took the Chair.]

Mr. HOLMAN : Let the Government
spend the money they had in opening up
roads in agricultural and goldfields areas.
Between Nannine and Wiluna, a distanee
of 150 miles, there was a road for which
no money was granted year after year for
the upkeep, and along this road was one
particular sandy stretch through which
teams had to travel with difficulty. The
Government had refused to grant a sum
of money to sink a well in this sandy
patch. Why was it that year after year
money was granted for the maintenance
of the Claremont-Subiace road when ap-
plications were made from out back places
te make new roads and not a solitary
“gtiver ” was granted ? He intended to
oppose every item in the Roads and
Bridges Vote. Tt had been said that
other main reads were receiving grants,
but the whole of the main roads appar-
ently led into Perth. The only other
road receiving consideration was the Kal-
goorlie-Boulder road, and every member
who came from that part of the State
sail that the money was not required.

Mr. Bath : The deputation asking for
this grant was introduced by him.
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Mr. HOLMAN : Thke members for
Bonider and Ivanhoe had said so.

Mr. Collier : This road was not in his
distriet.

Mr. HOLMAN: The member for Ivan-
hoe in speaking on the question said the
reason the amount appeared on the Esti-
mates was beeanse he had opposed it year
after vear. He (Mr. Holman) had made
applieations for grants for reads in his
distriet but received nnthing. Next year
he would send in a notice to the Minister
saying he was opposed to any grants be-
ing made in his distriet and then perhaps
money would be granted. The Nannine
to Peak Hill road was in such a bad eon-
dition that the eartage charge was from
30s. to £2 per ton. The road from Nan-
nine to Meekatharra, a distance of 24
miles, was in a very bad condition after
a shower of rain, and the cartage rates at
those fimes were raised 4s. per ton per
mile. Money could not be obtained to
put that vead in order. Why were there
grants for the maintenanee of two roads
between Claremont and Subiaco when
other reads requirved to be opened np and
eould not get assistance ?

Mr. DAGLISH undgrsteod the position
taken up by the member for Guildferd
who opposed all vetes for maintenance.
But if votes for maintenance were al-
lowed, this road offered the strongest case
for a maintenance vote from. the Govern-
ment. It was no part of the ordinary
Perth-Fremantle road. The Perth-Fre-
niantle road ran along cutside the Perth
Park by the side of the river, the Mount’s
Bay road, and did not touch Subiaco at
any part of its econrse. It was a road
comnecting. it was true, Perth and Fre-
mantle by way of Claremont, but did not
touch Subiaco. Therefore that munici-
pality was not interested. WWhether the
Perth-Fremantle road was maintained or
not by the Government or any municipal
body, or whether it was allowed to fall
inte disrepair, did not concern Subiaco.
But the Claremont-Subiaco road was very
exceptional for the reason that between
Claremont and Subiaco there was a dis-
tanee of about three miles covered on one
side solely by railway property. There
was 1ot a single piece of private property
on one side of the rvoad, and on the other

+
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at least one mile was covered by the
length of the Karrakatta Cemetery, which
again was a piece of public land that did
not contribute a penny in the shape of
rates. In addition to that there was a
fair length of reserved land as well vested
in the Government. It would be seen
that there were ahout fonr or five miles of
public lands on this one road which was
only about three miles in length. With
this long stretech of Government land oo
both sides there was a very strong ease
for iaintenance, if maintenance was al-
lowed. This road was more used as the
road betwean Perth and Fremanile and
it was used principally by carriers who
paid taxes to Perth or Fremantle, but did
not take out licenses in Perth or Clare-
mont, All the cemetery traffic—and it
was a large proportion of the traffic on
that road from the Perth side of Clare-
mont—went over that road. The munici-
palities of Claremont and Subiaco were
not interested in the funeral traffic from
outside their boundaries, and funeral
traffic should be carried over roads as per-
feet as possible. One felt the desire that
funerals shonld have the minimam of dis-
comfort. The interjection made by the
member as to what amount Colonel Bruce
paid for this land showed there was a
misapprebension that this road and the
Porth-Fremantle rtoad were identical.
They were over a mile apart, but they
junctioned at Claremont and was the
Perth-Fremantle road from there.

At 6.15, the Chairman left the Chair.
7 At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. GORDON : It was not true thal
"~ roads in the Vietoria Park wunieipality
wvere maintained hy the Guvernment.
Last vear the eouncil spent on the Perth-
Guildford road, the Perth-Albany road,
and Suburban Road, £1,300, of which the
Giovernment provided oniy £148. [Mr.
Scaddan :  What  about the subsidy 2]
Other wmunicipalities received lke sab-
sidies. The member for Brown Lill
{Mx. Bath) stated that the roads arourd
Perth, and especially in Vietoria Park,
were all maintained by the Government.
The Belmont Roads Board, twelve years
in existence, had never received a shilling
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from the Government for road-maling ;
vet it maintained and mueh improved the
Belmont section of the Perth-Guildford
road. [Br. Holman : Who received ail
liris wmoney 1] Search the Estimaaies.
It did not come to the Canning electorate.
The main road through Vietoria Park
was an old block road, and every year
ten or fifteen chains were pulled up and
good metal snbstituted. Next year he
would look to the Oppesition to support
his request for assistance towards main-
taining the main roads in the Canning
electorate.

[Mr. Hudson took the -Chair.]

Mr. COLLIER : Each year the dis-
cussion on these items to maintain main
roads terminated with the defeat of tie
amendment to strike them out ; but last
year some (fovernment supporters said
thkat though they voted for the items,
tiiey wounld not vote for them again. The
battle should not be left to the Opposi-
tion. QOnly two days ago the Colonial
Seeretary pointed out in another place
the urgent need for inecreased taxation,
and the Minister for Works recently
stated at a soeial funetion that the Gov-
ernment must beg, borrow or steal money
from  somewhere. The  Claremont-
Subiaeo road did not need anything like
£200 for its maintenance. It was well
construeted, and was nsed by few heavy
vehicles, The Kalgoorlie-Boulder roud,
to the Boulder Bloek, was set down for
£500  addition to £160 last vear, while
the other read, from Kalgoorlie to Boul-
der proper, was entitled to a like amount,
yet had received nothing since it was con-
structed.

The Attorney General : For half the
distance the two roads were blended in
one,

Mr. COLLIER : Yes; but the lar- v
percentage of the item would be spent on
the Boulder Block road, and the expendi-
ture was unnecessary ; for the road, con-
strueted within (he last two years af.a
cost of about £5,000, was in fairly god
condition, and would be for years to
come. Why was nothing set down for
the other road ¢ When {he Minister
visited Boulder some months ago be said,
in reply to the council’s requests for rs-
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sistance, that he could not grant monev
for the maintenance of roads unless tlev
were bona fide main rvoads econnectirg
one town witk another. Then why wuot
provide something for the Kalgoorlie-
Boulder road, known as Federal Road,
which carried infinitely more traffie than
the Boulder Block road ¢ Last winter
he {(Mr. Collier) found some country
roads in a deplorable condition. About
a mile frow Cunderdin he had almost o
swim to cateh the train. Driving from
Davyhurst to Goongarrvie he found a
streteh of about five miles of sand where
the wagon wheels sunk up to the naves.
All the money was squandered in and
around Perth, on roads which the ad-
joining property-owners could well af-
ford to maintain. Let agricultural mem-
bers help to compel the people who used
these roads to pay for them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
discussion might be divided into two
parts: one dealing with the prineiple of
subsidising local bodies to maintain main
roads, and the other with the distribu-
tion of the moneys available for that
purpose. Opposition members attacked
the geneval principle, and then some-
what inconsistently complained because
tlre money was not spent in their dis-
triets. The prineiple of subsidising loeal
governing bodies for maintaining main
roads was open to challenge on the part
of members, and was one that led to
local governing bodies neglecting their
duty and ecasting a burden on the State
that the State might well ask them to
bear themselves, but the practice had
been in vogue and had been maintained
by svecessive Governments, so that it was
inadvisalle to abolish it in one day, other-
wise we Should leave these local bodies
stranded. The best way was to abolish
these grants by degrees. That course
would confer no hardship. [Mr. Sead-
dan: Dake a start now.] However, a
case might be made out under eertain
cireumstances for these grants. Take
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder road. F¥or a
number of years it was impossible for
any local governing body to raise enough
rates from the area through which this
road passed, because from the boundary
of Kalgoorlie to the Boulder Block there
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was no rateable property, and it would
be grossly unfair to ask any local govern-
ing body to maintain that read in such
circumstances. YWe were therefore bound
to make exceptions to the general prin-
ciple that loeal governing hodies should
maintain main roads. The question was
where these exceptions were to begin and
where to end. Each case must be con-
sidered on its merits. The main street
of North Fremantle was largely main-
tained from Government grants, because-
a great portion of the land abutting on
the road was Government land, and most
of the traific which wore out the street
was traffic which originated from and
was destined te beyond the boundaries.
of the municipality.

Mr. TROY opposed the principle of
the Government maintaining any road.
No members on the Opposition side had
asked for these grants.

The Minister: The hon. member was
granted a sum for the maintenance of
the rvoad from Mount Magnet to Black
Range.

Mr. TROY bad not asked for any sum
for maintaining that road. If he did,
no assistance had been given; there was
certainly no provision on the Estimates.

The Minister: The hon. member asked
for and was granted assistance 12 months
ago when the road was damaged by floods.
That was maintenance. '

Mr. TROY: The road was opened by
teamsters, and if it became bhoggy the
roads board might ask for a little assist-
ance from the Government bul he would
be the last to ask the Government for a
grant for the maintenance of a road in
his district. He was satisfied if he re-
ceived assistance towards getting new
roads and making them where required,
but bhe ohjected to the Government main-
taining roads made in the first place by
the State. One heard everwhere through-
out the country of the need for new roads.
to assist the farmers, but very little as-
sistance could be given, beeause most of
the money was spent around the metro-
politan area. There were four roads-
boards in his electorate. The only ap-
plication made by the Mount Magnet
Roads Board was to put the road between
Black Range and Mount Magnet in order
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in the bad spots, and on this road there
‘was more traffic than on any other eoun-
try road. The Murehison Roads Board,
‘which was partly in the Gascovne elee-
torate, had asked for a grant te repair
-damage through floods, That was the
only assistance given unless the member
for Gascoyne had got farther money. The
Black Range Roads Board had also re-
«¢gived some assistance ; but outside these
‘there were no grants on the Estimates for
the Mount Magnet electorate during the
past two or three years. It was a bad
prineiple to give money for the mainten-
anee of a road, seeing that the money
-could be better spent in opening up new
roads.

Mr. BOLTON : While it was bad in
principle to maintain main roads, one re-
cognised that a main road to and from
{istricts was different to a main road pas-
sing through a distriet with no benefit to
that distriet. The main road in the North
Fremantle municipality was of no use
‘to the district. It was hardly ysed by the
-district, and hardly any revenue was

gained by the municipality from the land-

adjoining the Perth-Fremantle road.

Mr. Underwood : Who owned the land
along that road ?

Mr. BOLTON : The Government owned
the land on both sides of the road. The
municipality could colleet no  revenue
from it, but the Government insisted that
the road must be kept in good repair or
else they would deduet from the subsidy
for the municipality enough meney with
which to do the work, [f the road were
of use to the people of the municipality
the council would gladly do the work
themselves, hut it was the merchanis of
the State who carted their goods to Perth
who cut up the road to such an exient,
Ai present the Government did not give
the local bodies anything like enougb to
keep that road in proper order. Last
year the sbare of the North Fremantle
eouncil of the £1,65¢ voted for the main-
tenance of the road was £195. In addi-
tion to expending that money the eouncil
spent £500 or £600 in remaking a por-
tion of the road. If the Government
would put the reoad in thoroughly good
order and then hand it over to the ioeal
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governing body, the latter wounld maintain
it.

Mr. TAYLOR : Very little money in
the way of rates was obtained by the
local bodies who econtrolled the area
throngh which the road ran, and in those
cireuinstanees it was hardly fair that thev
should be called upon to eontribute all
the money for maintenanee. There was
force in the argument advanced, however,
that it was only reasonable that the loeal
bodies should he notified that the muain-
tenanee of the road should in the future
be undertaken by them without nssistance
from the Government. There was a large
number of roads in the distriet he repre-
sented, notably thase from Laverton to
Burtville, Morgans and Lancefield, whiech
had been cleared and eut by the residents
in the early days. These were now under
the centrol of the new Mount Margaret
Roads Board, and it would only be a fair
thing if the Government gave some assist-
ance to this hoard.: In the past very
little assistance had been granted by the
Government for the constrnetion or up-
keep of roads in that locality.

Mr. HEITMANN : There was not one
item on the Estimates for his distviet, but
that was owing to the fact that the people
of Une and distriet were prepared to as-
sist themselves. Although they were
asked to send in a list of their require-
ments he had not heard from them. The
present system of granting Government,
assistance for the maintenance of roads
was entirely wrong, especially when the
roads were in well populated distriets.
Perth and suburbs had the benefit of this
road ; therefore the loeal authorities
should pay for the upkeep. Why the
Government carried ont a policy of greas-
ing the fat pig in this way he eould not
understand. The Govermment and many
members of the House appeared to luok
on Perth and snburbs as the chief places
for eonsideration. The Government
should assist in cvery possible way dis-

tricts containing industries on  whiech
Perth and its suburbs lived. Tf we had

not farming and mwining industries he
would like to know what Perth would be
like. Tt was useless to say that this road
ran through many munieipalities, for that
was nn reason why the Government should
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amaintain it.  The road running out of
Midland Junection went to Cue; therefore
why should not the Government pay for
the upkeep of that road right through %
The eountry was badly in need of money
for well sinking and road making in
outhaek places ; therefore money should
not be granted for the upkeep of roads
where the population was great. A
stranger looking at the Estimates would
come to the conelusion that there were
no poldfields in the State at all. It
secnied to him that the poliey was, and
had been for some time past, spoils to the
vietors. The Government were in power
now, but a time would come when the
Labour Party would have something to
say. The Labour Government when in
power decided to Inerease all the subsidies
to municipalities and abolish speeial
grants. It was a bad policy to decrease
the subsidies and then give special grants.
It meant that those who could get into
the greatest favour with the Minister
would reccive the largest share. One had
only to look at the Estimates to see that
policy ecarrted out.  There was column
after column of grants and hardly a
penny for the goldfields. The natural
industries of the State should be suppor-
ted, but the Government only granted
money to districts depending on those in-
Justries,

Mr. ANGWIN: There was a greater
population in the metropolitan distriet;
thervefore a larger amount was vequired
for the upkeep of roads there. If mem-
bers ealenlated the amount paid in rates
and taXes by the people living in the
populous areas they would see it far
exceeded that paid in any other portion
of the State. While people had the
privilege of living in the metropolitan
area they also had the privilege of pay-
ing to live in that area. As far as the
Perth-Fremantle road was concerned
the traffic warranted the swm granted
by the Government for its upkeep.
Take a municipality like North Fre-
mantle. That distriet for years had
.¢harged the highest rate possible under
the Municipalities Act to keep the dis-
trict roads in order. If the North Fre-
mantle municipality had to keep the
main read running through their distriet
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in repair they would not be able to
raise sufficient money to do so. The

people of North Fremantle wonld have
to pay for the upkeep of a road which
was provided principally for the use of
other people who would not pay a peony
towards the upkeep. For years on the
south side of the river the upkeep of
the main road had been very expensive,
but it was nothing to be compared with
the cost of upkeep of the road mentioned
in the item. If members realised the
traffic that went over the road they
would see the justice of the grant. 1f
he could by lLis vote strike oni every
grant and place every district on an
equal footing he would do so; but that
was impossible. Fremantle received a
benefit from the road rvunning from
Perth to Fremantle, but the intermediate
districts got nothing. Even the lurries
that used the road were licensed in
either Perth or ¥Fremantle. The portion
of the Fremantle road from the bridge
to the town was kept in repair by the
munieipality; and the amount of money
required for this purpose was greater
than many other municipalities eould
bear. There were votes on the Estimates
for the goldfields; there was the Kal-
goorlie-Boulder road, and later ou Kal-
goorlie was mentioned again, Cue and
other places. He regretted that so small
an amount was on the Estimates for the
distriet he represented, bot he recog-
nised it was impossible to have all the
money he would wish for his district.

Mr. JOHNSON : The Minister for
Works had twitted him (Mre. Johnson)
with a reversal of opinion on this ques-
tion of main roads. He had turned up
Hansard, and in speaking on the Esti-
mates he had the honour of introducing
when Minister for Works, he stated he
was opposed to the granting of sums of
money for the maintenanee of roads
already constructed ; but if we gave
grants  for maintenance we eould not
Hmit them to roads in the metropolitan
area. He {(Mr. Johnson) cut down the
grants by 50 per cent. Most agricul-
tural members were then in Opposition,
and many of them agreed with him that
the maintenace of main roads by the
Government was absolutely unsound in
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principle. He -had subsequently pointed
out to local bodies that if the Labour
Government remained in office there
would be no more assistance for main-
taining main roads, The Perth-Fre-
mantle road, however, was recognised as
a (fovernment road. :

M. Bolton: Last year it was handed
over to the local bodies, who were re-
quired to keep it in repair.

Alr. JOHNSON: If so, all main roads
were now in the same position, Let us
settle this question once for all, instead
of repeating this discussion every year.
Why should these moneys be voted to
municipalities in the metropolitan area?
He appesled to agricultural members to
strike out this item. Sueh action wounld
not harass the Government, but would
assisi the new areas to which it was the
daty of the House to pay special atten-
tion.

Mr. BUTCHER would vote to strike
out the item as a protest against the
enormous sums spent on such roads,
while so little was granted for roads in
outlying distviets. Every year this item
was attacked for the same reason. For
the Perth-Midland Junetion road £500
was provided, altogether unnecessarily,
for the road was to his knowledge as
good as any in the State. Some roads
in farming districts were impassable
bogs, over which it was almost impos-
sible for a settler to take his produce
to market. On the 1903 Estimates Mr.
Pigott drew attention to the average ex-
penditure of £8,000 a year on the Perth-
Fremantle road, which went through
four of the wealthiest municipalities in
the State,

The Minigster for Works : It did not
go through four munieipalities. ES
e Mr. BUICHER: In reply, the then
Minister said with some truth that the
road was used more by visitors and
casual travellers than by residents ;
and thal an attempt to have it main-
tained by loeal bodies supported by sub-
sidies had resnlted in getting the voad
inte a dreadful state. In the same dis-
cussion Mr, Thomas showed that in three
years £30,000 had heen spent by the
Government on this road twelve miles
long, and Mr. Hastie said we must have
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spent £150,000 on metropolitan roads,
to assist land-owners.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Those figures did not apply to these
Estimates.

Mr. Butcher : They sbowed whbat had
been speni on the roads.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS : One-
would imagine that the Government paid
the whole cost of maintaining those roads,.
whereas they paid practically one-third
of the cost of maintenance, aceording to.
the estimate of the departmental engin-
eer, on whose certificates the municipali-
lies eoncerned received fixed sums. Con-
sider the disparity between the assist-
ance received by local authorities in the
metropolitan area, and by some of the
outback loeal bodies of which we heard
to-night. We had heard of the horrible
treatment meted out by the Government
to the Mt. Magnet Roads Board. Last
year that board collected £138 in rates,
and received from the Government £450.
Ten times more traffic went over the
Perth-Fremantle road than over the road
at Mt. Magnet. The member for Mt.
Margaret (Mr. Taylor) spoke of his
model roads board ; but last year it col-
lected £187 out of £496 for rates due,
and received £471 from the Government;
and the administrative expenses of the
hoard for the year 1905-6, the latest for
which returns were available were £447.
The municipality of East Fremantle,
which collected £1,800 or £1900 in
tlle year, received only 13s. 6d. in
the pound by way of subsidy, while
country roads boards received £3 or £4
from the Government for every pound
raised loeally. Was it not hypocritieal
for country members to object to grants
for main roads ? If members opposite
advocated wiping out all assistance to
local auathorities there might be some-
thing in it ; but while roads districts
were assisted as they were, surely we had
a right to consider centres of population
where there was a considerable amount
of traffic over the roads. The Popan-
yinmng-Pingelly road, referred to by the
member for Guildford, was not a main
road, it was simply a loecal road. The
main roads in that neighbourhood were
from Pingelly to Narrogin, passing



Estimates :

through Mourambine and Wickepin, and
from RBeverley to Williams, passing by
the Dale River and Staunton Springs. A
main road was a road with through
traffic between #fwo distriets, passing
‘through intermediate distviets not in-
terested in it.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE : In the Great
Southern Railway district the main roads
were those that ran out from the railway
and acied as feeders to the railway.
Other roads running parallel with the
railway such as the Popanyinning-Pin-
gelly road were merely for the conveni-
<ence of the people in the two distriets.

The MINISTER : The member for
Mount Magnet had received assistance
for the main road to Black Range. He
{the Minister) could not pledge himself
that if he were in office next year he
would ecut dowu these grants. Members
should recognise that on the amounts
raised more assistance was given to out-
back Tocal anthorities than to those in the
metropolitan area. He had put these
grants on a logical and sound basis.
The grant for the Perth-Fremantle road
was £1,G50 last year, but was reduced to
£1,061 this vear, a fair and reasonahle

sum. The arrangement was not a matter
of caprice.
Mr. JOHNSON : It was time there

was some reduction on this road. The
Minister was getting credit for the la-
bour of others, hecause some years ago
arrangements were made for stationing
water carts along the road to eousiderably
reduce the eost of maintenance.

3Mr, Boltorn : There were no water
earts supplied hy the Government for
North Fremantle.

Mr. JOHONSON: The Minister was
wrong in elaiming that they were justified
in giving spectal consideration to muniei-
palities because they raised more rates,
It must not be forgotten that the muniei-
palities depended on outlying distriets.
If there was development in the outlying
distriets, it meant greater valuations
in the populous centres and consequently
higher rating. He would rather vote to
strike out items for his own electorate if
he could guarantee that by so doing he
wounld give more assistanee to country
-districts where the roads boards were do-
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ing great development work for the State.
It was time members made a speeial ap-
peal for a little encouragement to roads
boards, and it was time those roads im-
mediately under the notice of the Minister
in the metropolitan area reeeived less at-
tention. .

Mr. BUTCHER: The Minister was
unfair in making a comparison between
the muniecipalities and the roads boards
without giving consideration to the
amount of mileage the roads boards had
to conftrol. A grant of £500 went no-
where when there was 300 miles of road
to keep in order. To show how the Mini-
ster treated the outlying districts, the
Lower Gascoyne Roads Board had ap-
plied for assistance to sink two wells.
The work was estimated to eost £150 for
each well, but the Minister offered a grant
of £50 towards the two. It was impos-
sible to develop these districts without
some proper assistance. Members should
oppose these grants for the metropolitan
area.

Mr. HOLMAN: In the Murchison dis-
trict there were great lengths of road to
be mamtained. In the Peak Hill roads
distriet there was hondreds of miles of
roads, and not a soul along them hetween
the centres of population.

The Minister: The Peak Hill Roads
Board collected £25 in rates and spent
£126 in administration,

Mr. HOLMAN: The Peak Hill Roads
Board had te maintain the road from
Peak Hill to Meekatharra.

The MINISTER : The rest of the State
maintained it.

Mr. Butcher: And the State got the
benefit.

Mr. HOLMAN : An expenditure of
£1,000 would enable the roads board to
make a direet track between Meekatharra
and Peak Hill, thus saving 25 miles,
and which would avoid that part of the
country where, by the floodwaters of the
Murchison and Ord Rivers, the present
track was at times covered with 20 miles
of water. These fioods time afier time
washed away the work the roads board
did in waintaining the present track,
but the Government could give no assist-
ance towards this direct track. The Gov-
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ermment engineer’s report on the matter
was balderdash.

The MINISTER: Were there no peo-
ple in the different centres who would
pay something? Surely Peak Hill could
raise more than £25. How many public
houses were there in Peak Hill?

Mr. HOLMAN ecould not say. Peo-
ple in the back country had to pay
throngh the nose all the time, and yet
they received no consideration. It was
these people who found most of the rev-
enue for the State. The member for
Canning (Mr. Gordon) had said that no
portion of the distriet he represented got
any money at all from the Government.
It was marvellous that no member would
admit that his distriet received anything
out of this vote fur maintenance. It
was impossible to get even a few pounds
for sinking wells in the hack country.

The Minister for Works: Was the hon.
menmber in order in referring to wells in
the DLack country when speaking to the
item?

The CHAIRMAN: It was not alto-
gether in order, but the diseussion was a
broad one, on the maintainance of main
roads generally.

My, HOLMAN: The reference was
made as an argument that the money
proposed to be spent in the maintenanece
of the rvoad in question could mueh better
be expended in sinking wells in the back
country where they were very badly
needed. Statements had been made about
the state of the Perth-Fremantle road,
buf in his opinion it was in very good
order. Members had heen twitted with
opposing the present item beecanse there
were no votes down for their partieular
distriect. He, personally, would be per-
fectly satisfied if no money were spent
on his district if other distriets were
treated in a like way. When, however,
so much money was voted to certain dis-
tricts, and so muech spent in such a way
that it was sure to be wasted, whereas
in other districts not a penny could be
obtained, although it was very badly
needed, he was compelled to oppose the
item. The local bodies along the road
in questton eould not be spending their
quota in maintenance. At all events
whatever might be said with regard to the
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heavy traffic along the Perth-Fremantle
road, that which went over the Subiaco-
Claremont road was very light, consisting-
chiefly of light earriages and vebicles
going to the cemetery.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: As one respon-
sible for the construction of the road in
the early days he had listened with ino-
terest to the debate. There was a goocl
deal in what members had said on the
question of maintenanee; be had hoped
that by this tiine the ‘item wonld have dis-
appeared from the Estimates. It was
one of those items which should be re-
duced gradually, and disappear ulti-’
mately. There was an indieation that,.
as regards the Perth-Fremantle road, a
decrease was ocewrring, for the vote last
vear was greater than that for this ypar
by £500. A certain sum should be spent
on the Subiaco-Claremont road for main-
tenance, otherwise in the future a large:
outlay would be necessitated. The con-
ditions which ruled 10 years ago with re-
gard to these roads did not exist to-day,
for now the population was very much
larger and the rating of residents should
be heavy enough to enable local author-
ities to keep up the maintenance. If the
sngrestion he had made years ago had
been carried out this item would not have
veeurred. A great deal of the heavy
traffic was now carried by the carriers
hetween Perth and Fremantle, and the-
vehicles had wheels which were only 1%
inehes in width, and the vans were much
ton heavily loaded. Move diseretion
should be exercised by the local buodies in
rezard to controlling the traffic. There
were already provisions in the statute
hook for the limitation of loads and fix-
ing the width of tyres, but it seemed that
those in authority were afraid to exercise
their statutory rights. If a limitation
were placed on the loads taken from
Perth to Fremanile, vr vice versa, the re-
sult would be good. These vans were
now ruttning in opposition to the rail-
ways, and were cutting into the railway
traffic. The railways carried the goods
at 2s. 10d. a ton, and probably the car-
riers eharged about the same. The State
ghould not be ealled upon to pay so much.
for the maintenance of the road. How-
ever, the road was constructed at such an
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expense by the State that it should not
be allowed to get into disrepair, as it
would mean a very much larger expense
in the futnre if the road had to be recon-
structed. Surely the Minister must be
convineed that the vote should be re-
duced, and ultimately cease to exist.

Mr. Collier: It was the same thing
every year.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: There had been

sufficient indication of the desire of mem-
bers. It wmust not be forgotten that this
was the principal thoroughfare from
Perth to Fremantle and the road con-
cerned Perth and Fremantle more than
the intermediate distriets. Therefore it
would net be right to inake the inter-
mediate districts pay for the upkeep. It
was to be hoped that the amounts for
mamtenance would be reduced except for
what were really Government roads, and
the Perth-Fremantle was more a Gov-
ernment road than any -other thorough-
fare. The Minister would no doubt take
notice of what had been said, and impress
on loeal authorities the neeessity for pro-
viding more funds and looking after the
traftic, preventing it from ecutting up the
roads by means of narrow tyres.
"Mr. BREBBER: The argument ad-
dueed to-night was that because there was
a deusely populated distriet and that the
people there were highly rated, no assist-
ance should be received from the State
for the maintenance of the roads in that
densely populated district. There eould
not be any more unreasonable argument
put forward, for the traffic on the road
was not preduced wholly by the distriet
through which the road ran. The ten-
deney had been to wet-nurse the outside
constituencies, helping them to maintain
roads over which practieally there was
no trafficc.  Many countrv roads were
also easily maintained especially where
the soil was of gravel. The roads in the
districts of Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie
required very little making and upkeep.
They could not be compared with the
roads around the city of Perth, which
were very expensive to make and main-
tain.

Mr. WARE moved (closure)—
That the Committee do now divide.
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Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. ..o 22
Noes - .. .. 13
Majority for .. 9
Mr. At'rns. " Noxs.
. Barnett r, Angwin
Mr. Brebbher BIr. Bath
My, Cowcher Mr. Bolton
Mr. Daviea Mr, Butcher
Mr, Dra&per Mr. Collier
Mr. Eddy Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Gull Mr. Holman
Me, Hayward Mr_ Johason
Mr. Keeoan Mr, Seaddan
Mr, Layman Mr. Stunrt
Mr. McLart; Mr, Taylor
Mr. Mitchel| My, Walker
Mr, Tlonger Mr. Troy (Teller),
Mr. 8. F. Maore
Mr, Piesse
Mr. Price
Mr, Smith
Mr. Veryard
My. Ware
Mr, A, J. Wilson
My, F. Wilson
Mr, Gordon {(Teller),

Closure motion thus passed.

Amendment (that the item be omitted)
put, and a division taken with the fol-
lowing result:—

Ayes - .. RS |
Noes .. . ..

Majority against .13

AYES. Noks,
Mr. Bnth Mr. Angwin
Mr. Butgher Mr, Barnett
Mr. Collier Mr, Bolton
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Brebber
Mr. Holmaun Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Johneon Mr. Davies
My. Scaddon Mr, Draper
Mr, Stuart My, Eddy
Mr. Taylor Mr, Gordon
Mr. Walker Mr. Gull
Mz. Troy (Tetler), Mr. Hoyward
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Mclart;
. Mitchel
Mr. Monger
Mr, 3. F. Moore
My, Piesse
Mcr, Price
Mry. Smith
Mr. Veryard
My, Wore
Mr, A.J. Wilson
Alr. F. Wilson
Mr, Layman {Teller),

Amendment thus negatived.

Item—Main road maintenance, Perth-
Midland Junction, £550:
Mr. TROY moved an amendment—
That the item be struck ou.

Mr. HOLMAN supported the amend-
ment.  Aecording to the member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Butcher), an experienced
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matn, the road was in splendid order. The
Perth Roads Beard struck very low rates,
though among the rafepayers were
wealthy people like the owners of the
Peninsula Estaie. Such local bodies
should be compelled to contribute to road
maintenance.
Amendment put and negatived.

Ttem—Main road Maintenance, Perth-
Armadale road, £780 :

Mr. HOLMAN moved as an amend-
ment—
That the item be reduced by £280.

These local hodies should understand that
they must not expeet to receive from the
Government large sums every year. Ten
days ago he had cyeled over this road to
Kelmscott, and it was not in bad condi-
tion. He wished he had as good roads
in his own distriet,

The Minister for TWorks : The road
was in a very bad condition.

Mr. HOLMAN : As he travelled two
or three thousand miles by road every
year, he was a better judge of roads than
the Minister.

Mr. GULL : The item was increased
because the district had been subdivided,
and the Gosnells Roads Board ereated.
In the Gosnells distriet the road was in
places practically impassable during wet
weather, for drays and even for buggies.
The bulk of the money had hitherto been
spent at the ends of the road, and the
intermediate portion neglected.

Mr. GORDON : On the three miles of
the road passing through Victoria Park
the Government spent last year £106 and
the mumieipaliry £672.

Mr. HEITMANN : Government sup-
porters complained of the bad treatment
they received ; but was it not remarkable
that the bulk of these moneys were spent
in their districts ? The member for
Swan (Mr. Gull) spoke of a new roads
board. It was a prave mistake to allow
so many roads boards to be formed.

The Minister for Works : This was not
a new roads board. A munieipality hav-
ing heen crealed in an old roads board
districl, the Maylands Roads Board was
re-named.

Mr.. HEITMAXNN : By such subdivi-
sions the expenses of management were
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sometimes inereased almost to the amount
of rates collected, as in the recently-
created Queen’s Park municipality.

Mr. STUART : The Minister’s atti-
tude was too arrogant and oraeular, for
he assumed he knew more than country
members abont remote roads in districts
where the Minister would soon be lost
if he attempted to travel. Too many
small loeal bodies were created.

The DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : The
hon. member must deal with the item.
There had been a general diseussion.

Mr., STCART : In the Leonora elec-
torate hundreds of miles must be tra-
velled——

The DEPUTY-CHATRMAN : Discus-
sion must now be confined to this item.

Mr. STUART was surely in order in
objeeting to the item beeause of the man-
ner in which other roads were neglected.
After leaving the House to reach home,
he must pass through five municipalities
and one roads district, each receiving its
share of this vote ; whereas the whole

of his electorate did not receive the
amount of this item. The Minister for
Works should not complain of the

amounts which country toads boards
raised, and the eost of their administra-
tion.

The BMinisler : Did the hon. member
suppose e could say what he liked with-
out reply ¢

Mr STUART wauld support a sensible
proposition to diminish the number of
small local authorities, and to penalise
those who made bad use of Government
subsidies.

Mr. SCADDAN : Last year £670 was
voted for the Perth-Cannington road and
£180 for the Cannington-Armadale road.
It would appear that the vote had not
heen decreased this year.

The MINISTER : That was so. It
was necessary that assistanee should be
miven for this main road because one of
the local authorities had paid too much
attention to the Perth end of the road to
the detriment of the other end.

Ttem—2DXlaintenance of  Kalgoarlie-
Boulder main road, £500 :
Mr. JOHNSON : This item was an

absolute disgrace. A few years hack
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£5,000 was spent on macadamising this
road on the distinet understanding that
the roads hoard would maintain the road
withont farther assistance, WWhoever had
got thie Minister to put this sum on the
Estimmates had broken an honourable un-
dertaking.

Mr. SCADDAN : The agreement was
that the loeal authority would maintain
the road. once the Government made it
properly.

Mr. WARE : The hon. member should
give some proof. We had only the hon.
meiber’s word for that.

Mr. SCADDAN : All these grants for
nmaintenance should be struek out ; hut
seeing’ that we had decided to give grants
for the maintenance of roads in other
places he would not oppose this grant.

Mr. HOLMAN : Why was there an in-
crease of £340 this year. The arrange-
ment was that the local governing bodies
would maintain this road.

The MINISTER : This increase was
to make a eertain portion of the road not
yet macadamised. The money would be
spent on the road before the junetion of
the Boulder Block road and the Federal
road, and the balance would be spent
on the Boulder Block road.

Mr. HOLMAN moved an amendment—

That the words “ and comstruction”
be inserted after * maintenance.”

The CHATRMAN could not accept the
amendment. If might alter the destina-
tion of the vote, and that had no effect
at all and was not in order. If the
amendment did not affect the destination
of the vote, it bad no meaning.

Mr. HOLMAN : If we did not increase
the- amount we should be able to alter
the alloeation. It was apparent that if
some of the money was to be spent on
construction it would be spent illegally.

Mr. COLLIER : There was no reason
why all this money should be spent on the
Block road. The voads board should
have no objection to spending portion of
it hetween the junetion and Boulder.

The Minister : Inquiry wounld be made.

Alr. WARE : The opposition to this
item, which it was hardly necessary to
defend, was to be regretted. Opposition
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came from members who should do some-
thing towards getting the item through
because it would greatly affect their own
constituencies, These members com-
plained their constituencies were neglected
and blawed the Caves and other places
for that neglect. Yet they put up a
stonewall against this item.
Mr. Sceddan asked for withdrawal.

Mr. WARE : At any rate members
obstructed the passage of the item. It
was eomunon sense when an hon, member
said that it was hardly to be expected
that municipalities wonld go outside their
own districts to construct and maintain
roads. At one end of this Kalgoorlie-
Boulder road was the Kalgoorlie muniei-
pality and at the other end was the
Boulder municipality, and those mwunici-
palities collected fees on the vehicles
that traded along this road and spent the
wheel tax that shounld preperly go towards
the maintenance of this read. Another
point was that there were few tenements
along this road, so that it was impossible
to get anything but a small revenue. In.
such cireumstancés as this it was only
right that the Government should assist in
maintaining these main roads. The Gov-
ernment were to be commended for plac-
ing on the Estimates such items as the
Claremont-Subiaco road and others that
had been attacked to-night.

Mr. SCADDAN : The hon. member
was wrong in saying that the Boulder
municipality was at one end of this road.
The road ran between Kalgoorlie munici-
pality and the Bounlder Block.

Mr, Ware: The hon,
splitfing straws.

My. SCADDAN : There was no ob-
struction towards this item. The member
for Boulder merely asked that some as-
sistance should be given for the road
branching off towards Boulder. The
Government should not maintain roads on
which they lhad spent large sums for con-
struetion.

Mr. HEITMANN opposed the item.
If the local bodies on the fields spent on
their roads the money they wasted in
sending deputations to the ecity they
would not require assistance from the

member was
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Governmeut for maiotenance, He
moved an amendment—
That the item be struck out.
Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN : Considering the
amount of money voted for eertain roads
it was elear that portion of the sum must
be spent not in maintenance but in eon-
struetion. He would like the Chairman
to inform him the reasons which indunced
him to rule that his amendment, to alter
the wording of the item and alloeate the
money in a different direction, was out
of order.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Hudson): The
decision was on the authority of “ Man-
ual of Procedure of the House of Cowm-
mons,” wherein it was stated :—

“In Committee of Supply, a motion
eannot be made to increase a grant
asked for or to alter the destination of
2 grant.”

If the amendment were aecepted and
earried, it would alter the destination,
for the money would go in a different
direction. He had therefore ruled it out
of order.

Mr. HOLMAN: That being so, none
of the money voted for maintenance
ecould be utilised in construetion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
to the amount spent on the road, the
reeord showed that the sum spent i
1903-4 was £3,870, and in 1904-5, £1,130.
1t seemed apparent that, including the
current year, the amount spent on the
road during the past four years had not
been more than between £8,000 and
£9,000; this included reconstruction. It
wag apparent that some of the money
voted would be spent in veconstruetion,
and with the object of putting the road
in proper order. If it were legitimate
to grant assistance for the maintenance
of the Perth-Fremantle road it would be
a great injustice if the Government did
not do something similar for the ICal-
goorlie-Boulder road. As to the former,
the municipalities of Perth and Fre-
mantle did not share in the amount cn
the Estimates, for that only went to the
intermediate bodies. The terminal muni-
cipalities paid for the maintenance of
the portion of the road that was within
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their boundaries. He had driven over
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder road and thought
it only fair that they should receive a
grain for maintenance, It was not pro-
posed o give anything for the wmainten-
anee of those portions of the road in the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder municipalities;
but it was for the maintenance of that
portion which ecame within the roads
board supervision. The state of the road

‘was not due to the ratepayers of the

roads board, for all the traffic was done
by teams located either in Kalgoorlie or
Boulder. His desire in placing the sum
on the Estimates was to do justice to the
distriet,

Ttem-—Sussex Coast Road, Busselton-
Yallingup, £1,200:

Mr. HOLMANY moved an amendwment—
That the item be reduced by £200.

Last year the sum of £1,000 was placed
on the Estimates for this work, but only
£300 was spent. In the past there had
been altogether too much money spent in
that part of the State, and the total
amount alloeated to the caves was about
£60,000. There were other sums on the
Estimates for the caves besides the one
nnder diseussion, and the total amount on
the Estimates this year amounted to sev-
eral thousand pounds. Such an expendi-
ture shouid be held over until the finances
of the State were in a better condition.
The back country at the present fime
was being starved. We were spending
almost all the money on what was prae-
tieally useless work. Let us open up the
country first, and if we had a little
money left then we could spend it on
pleasure resorts for the people. We
had the assurance of the Minister for
Works when voting £1,000 last vear
that that amount would be the last,
but the expenditure had gone on. We
might be told, unless we granted the
money to maintain the road the money
which had already been spent on this
road would be praectically thrown away.
It appeared that the more money we
spent on roads each year the more
money we would have to vote in the
future. We should ent off all grants to
the caves, and let them get along as best
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they could. If the eaves were not tevenue
producing now, the chances were they
never would be. We had spent £60,000
on the eaves; if that money had been
spent in the development of the natural
resources of the country and in opening
up agrienltural arveas the direei benefit
to the people would have been great.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Last yvear £1,090 was voted for this par-
ticular road, and the expenditure during
the year was only £303. The eritieism
levelled while that vote was nnder dis-
cussion last year to some extent had a
certain amount of justification. A great
deal of money had been spent in this
divection, and the department should
exercise gvery economy. 1f the member
would look down the eolumns of expen-
diture e would agree that every endea-
vour had been made to keep within
bounds. There was one portion of this
road on which it would have been better
to have spent £300 or £400 last year, and
that road was just outside Busselton.
It was now in a bad state of repair, and
must be put in order this year or allowed
to go to rack and ruin. Seeing the pros-
pects there were for this State and the
prospeets in the agrieultural distriets,
in the ecourse of a few years the caves
would be patronised by a large number
of people in the State ; therefore we
should not allow the £20,000 already
spent on the road to the caves to be
utterly lost. He was asking for £1,200,
and with the amount spent last year that
would total £1,500, making £750 per
annumn for the two years for keeping 30
miles of road in rvepair. It might be
possible to do with less than £1,200, but
it was impossible to ask the roads board
which had a total unimproved valuation
of £31,000, and the limited rate on that
at 21%4d. in the pound would not vield
the swin which it would cost to put the
road in vepair this year. Tt was & road
almost exclusively used for the traffie
bhetween Busselton and the caves. The
department would keep the expenditure
within the limits. We should curtail as
far as possible, but it was desirable that
the road should be kept in repair, for
in a few years it would be a fairly valu-
able asset to the State.
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Mr. HOLMAN: The year before last
there was an amount of £300 placed on
the Estimates for this road, and only
£100 was spent. Last year £1,090 was
on the Estimates but only £303 spent;
now £1,200 was proposed. Year after
year handreds of pounds were voted but
not spent. Why were we called on time
after time to pass these large amounts
when the money was not required. Let
the Minister put money on the Estimates
for roads that would open up the
country and he would receive his (A
Holman’s) support. The eaves were
costing too mueh money, and the sooner
the expenditure was stopped the better.

Mr. WALKER: This was one of those
expenditures that eame under the classi-
fication of luxuries. It was for a puor-
pose that by-and-by might be necessary,
but at the present time it was not neces-
sary. While the State was languishing
for the want of money, and whilst he
could not get any money for roads in the
Kanowna distriet we should not spend
money on this luxury. This was one of
the extravagances of the State, whieh in

times of impecuntosity we eould not
afford.
The Minister: This wmoney was ex-

pended by the Government not by the
boards.

Mr. WALKER: There should not be
the templation to spend the money by
placing it on the Estimates. It seemed
extravrdinary that every Minister’s
electorate received an enormous shave of
these votes.

The Minister: What had his eonstitu-
ency received?

Mr, WALKER:
authorisation,

The Minister: Stick to the Revenue Es-
timates.

Mr. WALKER: The Treasury would
pay for the dock. He was complaining
of an enormous expenditure on voads to
pleasure resovts in the Treasurer’s elee-
torate, when Opposition members could
not get a penny for necessary roads used
tor business purposes. last year more
money than was necessary was provided
for this road. While the item showed
an inerease of £397, Opposition memhers’

The Fremantle doek
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roads items were blank, except one which
showed a decrease of £35,192.

The Minister: Turn to page 63, where
the new works started. The items on
pages 63 and 64 were simply old works.

Mr. WALKER : That ke understood.
It was an unfair allocation to give this
enovmous grant for one constituency, and
utterly to negleet other constituencies.

The MINISTER: The hon. member
did not understand what he was talking
about, when he referred to page 64 as
showing a decrease of £5,192 on a road
item, and said that Opposition members’
constitnencies would reeeive nothing. On
pages 63 and 64 the new works were not
mentioned. .

Mr., Walker: That he thoroughly un-
derstood.

The MINISTER : The hon. member did
not understand it.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
Minister must address the Chair, and the
hon. member must not interrupt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member did not understand how the
Estimates were framed. He complained
that only £303 was spent on this road
though £1,090 was voted. A liability of
£742 was brought forward from last year;
and though the £1,090 was not all ex-
pended 1o the financial year, £1,045 was
spent during last winter. In 1906-7
£303 was actually spent, and the balance
was spent at the beginning of this year.
If we passed the item the bulk of the
money would probably be spent next win-
ter. We lhad spent £20,000 on this road.
Was it to be abandoned? Several thou-
sand people visited the caves every year.
If the hon. member were a Minister,
would he allow the road to go to ruin,
even if he thought its construetion an aet
of extravagance?

Mr. WALKER: 1If a Minister, he
would put this on the same footing as
other rcads; be would do no more to it
than was absolutely necessary. The road
was of no more value fo the State than
were business roads or thoroughfares.
Was there outside the metropolitan area
any road that reeeived the same subsidies
as this road., or that had cost so much
to construct?
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The Minister: Probably there was not.

Mr. WALKER: That was the cause of
complaint. It was a scandal to continne
the annual expenditure on this road, eon-
sidering the heavy initial ountlay.

Amendment (to reduce by £200) put,
and a division taken with the following
result :—

Ayes .. .. .. 10
Noes .. . .. 15
Majority against .. 5
ATES. Nogs,
Mr. Augwin ANr. Barnett
Mr. Bath Mr. Brebher
Mr. Collier Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Holman My, Davies
Mr. Scoddan Mr. Draper
Mr, Stusart Mr. Hoyward
Mr. Troy Mr, Keenan
Mr, Walker Mr. Layman
Mr. Ware Mr, Mitchell
Mr, Heitmann (Teiler). Mr. Monger
M. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. A, J, Wilson
Mr, F, Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair,]

Item—Sussex Coast Road, Yallingup:
to Lake Cave, £350:

Mr. HOLMAN: The taxpayers should
not pay such huge sums for these roads
that were nsed by so few. He moved
an amendment—

That the item be reduced by B50.

My, STUART: This item should be
reduced as a protest against the spoon-
feeding of these districts. Some of the
money devoted to the making of these
roads to pleasure resorts might be put
to better use by clearing tracks in the
back country. But it seemed that roads
to pleasure resorts were to be kept as
smooth as a billiard table, while tracks
might continne impassable in districts
where people were carrying on the de-
velopment work of the State. But those
people who were developing the State
were ihe people for whom we should
have regard. It appeared to be very
much the same state of affairs as exisied
in France hefore the Revolution, when
one section of the community lived in
Inxury and the other section were told
to live on grass.

Amendment negatived.

.
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New Works {Roads), £20,265:

[tem—Roads to act as Feeders to Agri-
«eunltural Railways £5,000:

Mr. HOLMAXN : There was no objec-
tion to the itern appearing on the Estim-
.ates, but information should be given as
to where the money was to be spent. If
it was to duplicate votes already granted
for roads in agricultural districts it was
not fair to other parts of the State.

The TREASURER : It was not in-
tended to dnplieate votes in agricultural
distriets. The Governmenl had construe-
ted agrieultural railways through new
<country and this money was to construct
roads to aet as feeders to those railways
to give the settlers facilities to ecarry
their produce to the railways. Noi ouly
would it assist the settlers, but it would
Dbring increased traific to the railways,
and consequently profit on the hanlage
of the produce. The matter could well
be left in the hands of the responsible
officers of the Works Department in con-
sultation with the Lands Department to
decide the proper places for the expendi-
ture of the money.

Mr. COLLIER : The item was a good
one, but it was a large sum to leave to
‘the departmental officers to distribute.
Could not the Minister give some indica-
tion as to which districts would benefit?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
+would have been done if it were possible
to do so, but the agricultural railways
rah out at right angles to the main lines,
while the roads running te the stations on
the main lines ran more or less parallel
with these spur lines. The conseguence
was that it was necessary to constrnet a
certain amount of new roads to the sid-
ings on the agricultural lines. It was
not possible to say what roads would be
benefitted and show them on the Fstim-
ates, cspecially as several lines had yet
to be constructed. The matter could well
be leff in the hands of the department.
The sum might be under or over the mark,
but it was yet too soon to say. He had
thought it wonld be fairer to the House
to set out this sum in a special line rather
than, as he might have done, include it
in the main vote.

Mr, STUART supported the item,
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Mr. SCADDAN commended the Min-
ister for baving placed the item on the
Estimates separately from the rest. The
amount was too small, for we should do
everything possible to make roads and
enable settlers to get their produce to the
Light railways. Many ecases had arisen
where setflers were compelled to take
their produce a much farther distanee to
the main railway, as there were no roads
to the spur lines. This would be reme-
died by the expenditure of the money in
the way indicated.

Item — Bayswater, West Guildford,
and Perth roads boards, Perth-Guildford
road, £750:

Mr. ANGYVIN asked whether the road
upon which the money was to he spent
still ran through private property.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was the main road between Perth and
Guildford.

Mr. Secaddan: It was an absolute scan-
dal that the work was not constructed
years ago.

The MINISTER : Owners having a
frontage to the road had promised to
find £500, and the roads board £250, pro-
vided the Government subsidised the total
amount. It was only on this promise
that the item had been placed on the Esti-
mates. Living in the locality were a
large number of people who worked at
the Midland Junction workshops; but at
present, owing to the state of the roads,
it was impaossible for them to get to their
work on bieyecles or other vebicles. The
road would decrease the distance between
the Perth Town Hall and Guildford by
one mile.

Mr. Johnson: Two iles.

Mr. HOLMAN : How much revenue
had the Bayswater roads board raised
this year?

The DMINISTER: The board had
raised £930, and reeeived by way of sub-
sidy £1,437.

Ttem—Bayswater roads board, Bowden
street, £30:

Mr. COLLIER: The item was fol-
lowed by several others for the same dis-
triet, the total amount of the items being
£280. Could the roads npon which the
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money was to be spent be deseribed as
main roads?

The MINISTER: There were excep-
tional cirewmstances in connection with
this ecase. There was a considerable
amount of settlement in the loeality and
roads were badly needed. The Bays-
water board bad promised to add pound
for pound to the amouni voted by the
Government.

[tem—Bunbury Council, Spencer Street
£200:

Mr. HOLMAN : The municipal vote
was reduced 25 per cent., and evidently
to make ii good grants were being given
to certain favoured distriets. He had
made applications for roads and streets
for his district, which were more im-
portant than 95 per cent. on the Esti-
mates, but no consideration had been paid
to the requests. The rich and select
munieipalities snch as Kalgoorlie and
Buanbury alone received grants. It was
unfair {o pick out certain distriets. It
was not the custom to give grants to roads
bhoards and municipalities, but on the
present Estimates a large number of
votes appeared. If it were not contrary
to the Standing Orders he wounld say it
was an underhand system of doing busi-
ness. It was absolutely unfair to the
whole of the State. He moved an amend-
ment—

That the ilem be struck out.

The MINISTER: The road in ques-
tion, which led into Bunbury, eame from
a distriet where there was a considerable
amount of settlement. There was great
traftic over it from the agricultural and
hortienltural settlements, but it was in
such a bad state of disrepair that some-
thing had to be done. The hon. member
was incorrect when he said it had nol
been the cnstom in the past to give
granis to roads boards and municipali-
ties. Tn 1905-6 the amount was £17,098;
in 1906-7, £25,000, and this year £20,000.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item— Collie Roads Board, Collie-Burn
Road, £100:

Mr. HOLMAN: There were no fewer
than nine items for this roads board,
totalling £800 in all. It was significant
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that these amouuts were voted to the
distriet of a blind supporter of the Gov-
ernment.  There were quite 1,400 miles
of road in his electorate and only £50
voted. The distriet returned 50,000 to
60,000 ounces of gold a year, and there
were 1,000 to 2,000 people seftled there,
yet there was one solitary vote of £50 on
the Estimates, while the Collie district
received £000. He was not prepared to
sell his suppoit or close his mouth for
any amount. He moved—
That the item be struck out.

Myr. COLLIER : There were six items
for Collie roads distriet totalling £800,
while other roads boards conld only get
£100 or £200. One item was £200 for
the improvements of rights of way. Some
explanation was requived.

The MINISTER : One item was for the
Collie Burn road. There was consider-
able settlement in the locality and not a
serap of road, so the Government had de-
termined to give the people assistance,
As to the rights of way, that was a por-
tion of the town of Collie in the roads
board area which ought to be in the town,
He was endeavouring to get the town to
hand over to the roads hoard the rights
of way, whieh properly belonged to the
roads board, itr exchange for taking over
certain -other areas. The amount would
not be paid unless the exchange was made.

Myr. Holman : What amount of Gov-
ernment grants had been given to the
Collie roads board during the last year?

The MINISTER: In the Collie roads
board the rates collected were £341 last
year, and the total grants amounted to
£700, The rate was 1s. 6d. in the pound
on a valuatiow of £3,134.

Amendment put and megatived.

Item—~Cottesloe Roads Board, Forrest
Street, £300:

Mr. SCADDAN : Where was thg street,
and was there not rateable property on
both sides of it?

The MINISTER: The road was faced
on one side with rateable property for
half the way. Tt was a voad used by
passengers  visiting the beach from all
sfations  between Perth and Fremantle.
Onr some davs the tickets ecollected ex-
ceeded 2,000, and on holidays the nnmber
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rose to 3,000 or 4,000. He had witnessed
accidents in that street owing to the want
of a footpath. The roads board ap-
proached him to give them a grant for
the road, and he suggested that they
should take into consideration the ex-
pending of the money in another street
running parallel  to it; but the roads
hoard refused. The footpath was made
in consequence of the revenue the Rail-
way Department derived.

Mr. STUART supported the item not
beeause he lived in the street, but because
previously he had noticed there was a ne-
eessity for this footpath. Previously
there was only a narrow track from the
railway station to the jetty at Cottesloe,
and it was reasonable that facilities should
be granted to tbe people to get to the
beach in safety. The property on one
side was rateable, but on the other side
the greater part was a reserve. Only the
other night members were talking of
granting a concession to run a tramway
1o another portion of the foreshore; if
this voad were made there would be no
necessity to run a tramway to another
portion of the foreshore.

Ttem—Cue and Murchison road boards,
Nannine-Berrigrin road, £150:

Mr. HOLMAN: There was no such
roads board as the Cue and Murchison
roads board.

The MINISTER desired to move that
the words “Cue and Murchison” be struek
out, and “Murchison” inserted in lien.

The CHAIRMAN: There was no need
to make the amendment, for the purpose
of the item was elear.

Ttem—Fremantle, Amhersi Street £250:

Mr. SCADDAN: Why was this money
eranted? There were two items here, one
Fremantle cemetery road £150. Was
this not the same rcad on which £1,040
+was voted in another place?

The MINISTER: The Fremantle ceme-
tery voad was outside the municipal boun-
dary. It was a road used jointly by all
the people of Fremantle to get to the
cemetery. There was £104 for an ex-
tension of Riverside road to whieh the
municipality of East Fremantle were pre-
pared to eontribnie. It was waking up

[6 DecEmpER, 1907.]

Roads and Bridges. 1395

the embankment to the river towards the
beach reserve. This was an excellent
place for picnie parties in the constitn-
ency of East Fremantle. As far as
Hamilton Street was concerned, it was a
road in two munieipalities, and was faced
with a great number of Government
blocks. A large proportion of the land
in that road was owned by the Govern-
ment and would ultimately bhe sold.

Mr., ANGWIN: The Riverside Road
was a road avound Governmenti property.
The East Fremantle Council, recognising
the dangerous condition of the road, had
offered to contribute for its maintenance
pound for pound with the Government.

Item — Kalgoorlie Couneil, Forrest
Street £300:

Mr. SCADDAN: The files showed a
distinet Ministerial statement to the
Kalgoorlie Couneil that no more money
would be granted for this road. Pre-
viously ihe Government subsidised the
council for making that side of the road
which adjoined Government property
from which the eouneil derived no rates;
but now some inflnence was indueing the
Government to subsidise the council in
respect of the other side, where the ad-
joining properties had been. rated for
years. The Government bhad done
enough in granting money for making
half the road; and the item was unfair
in view of the departmental decision not
to grant money in vespect of streets in
which ratable property was situated.
Mr. Johnson, when Minister for Works,
deelined to make similar grants, yet Kal-
goorlie eould obtain this amount when
represented by the Attorney General, It
would seem as if the item were the ve-
sult of the Attorney General’s influence

on the Minister for Works. No reflee-
tion was intended on the Attorney
General.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The,
hon. member had a nice manner of
making  insinuations without being
called to order. The present position
was totally different from the position
when the member for Guildford {(Mr.
Johnson) was Minister for Works. Sub-
stdies to municipalities had now been
reduced by forty per cent.
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Mr. Holman : The other municipali-
ties could not get such votes.

The MINISTER had a long list of
special requests from the hon. member,
and a fair nunber had been granted.

Mr. Holnian : To the exteni of £50.

The MINISTER: The requests were
for £4,500, and £756 bhad been provided.

The CHAIRMAN: This was foreign
to the diseussion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS would
not endure the constant mis-statements
of the hon. member, in whose constitu-
eney the Peak Hill Roads Board raised
only £33 in the course of a year. As to
Forvest Street, Kalgoorlie, representa-
tions were made that the sireet was
directly opposite the railway property;
that one side of it was ratable;, that
traffic from all over the district passed
through the street; and it was therefore
thonght fair to give a subsidy. If Kal-
goorlie were represented by anyone but
a Minister, the item would have passed
unchallenged.

Mr. HOLMAN : Ministers’ muniei-
palities had received special considera-
tion such as £300 for Bunbury drainage
and £250 or £300 for storm water drain-
age in Kalgoorlie. The Minister com-
plained of his (Mr. Holman’s) requests,
but took eare that they were not granted.
In the Murehison district were 1,400
miles of roads on which not a penny had
been spent, though they opened up new
country and new goldfields; but on For-
rest street, Kalgoorlie, the Government
had aiready spent hundreds. He moved
an amendment—

That the item be struck oui.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
surprising to find the members for
Ivanhoe (AIr. Seaddan) and Murchison
(Mr. Helman) eriticising him beecanse
of this item, while their sympathisers in
Kalgooriie held him up te opprobrimmn
because he had secured nothing at all
for that town. ‘There was no more justi-
fiahle item than this. Year after year the
muncipality spent money to maintain the
street, without henefiting the rate-
payers. The street was used by teams
going to the surrounding districts from
the Government railway. WNot only did
all the property on one side of the street
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belong to the Government, but oo the
other side the railway institute, the prin-
cipal building, was free from rating,
and from few of the other buildings
could rates be obtained.

My, AMGYWIN: Whai would be the
total cast of completing this street, and
how much would be paid by the council ¥
The item was under the heading of “New
Works.”

The Ministor for Works : Many of the
roads classified as new works were al-
ready in existence.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Minister had said
that for such works the municipality
must contribute 30s. or £2 for every
pound of special grant.

The Minister : Kalgoorlie would con-
tribute far more than the required
amount,

The Attorney General : It would be
well if Bast Fremantle did as much as
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. GORDON called attention to the
state of the House

[Bells rung and guorum formed.]

Mr ANGWIN loped it would be long
before East Fremantle aequired so bad
a repuotation as Kalgoorlie. We should
know the cost of the work, to see if the
couneil were contributing a proper share.
Some eouncils had to contribute largely,
while others bad grants almost thrown at
them.

Mr. STUART : The itemn was not
justified. It was said the street led to
the bonded store. TForty-eight hours ago
he had passed the store, and found it
turned into & wine shop. Some years
back farther expenditure might have
been reasonable, but it was not jostified
now,

The Attorney General: What about the
traffic with the railway goods shed ?

Mr. STUART : The traffic was all
from the Wilson Street end of Kalgoor-
lie. There was none from the lower end,
where this money would be spent. The
Kalgoorlie muncipality had been fairly
well treated of late, and it was creditable
to a former Minister of Works (Mr.
Jobnson) that he, when representing
Kalgoorlie, had set his faee against such
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axpenditure. this aetion cost
him his seat.

Mr. SCADDAN Lad protested against
this item so as to be fair to all concerned.
Kalgoorlie was noted for wanting every-
-everylhing rentralised within the muni-
cipal boundary. All the traffic in Forrest
Street meant trade to the town, where
teamsters and others spent money. As
the Government had provided funds for
making that half of the street which faced
the railway yards, the council should find
the money for the other half. Not far
from Kalgoorlie were other roads, abso-
lutely neglected.

Mr. WARTE supported the item. which
was objectionable only because it was not
in the electorate of the last speaker. He
(Mr. Ware) was more highly mterested
in the item than was the Attorney Geu-
eral. A considerable portion of the
Street was in the Hannans electorate.

Amendment pul and negatived.

Possibly

Ttem—Perth, Fooipath from Thomas
‘Street to May Drive £200 :

Mr., SCADDAN : What was the justi-
fication for this work ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL :
Thomas Street was the boundary hetween
Perlh and Subiaco, and the road was
needed to give residents at the east end
of Subiaco and the west end of Perth ac-
.eess te Mount Eliza and the King’s Park.
It was really & grant to the King’s Park
Board.

Mr. GORDON moved—
That the Committee do now divide.

‘The CHAIRMAN : Another member
had also risen to speak., In such in-
stances the member wishing to speak
would always be allowed to proceed.

Mr. SCADDAN objected to the form
in which the item appeared. It was ap-
parently for the Perth munieipality, but
in reality for the King’s Park board. It
was a footpath in the King’s Park, from
Thomas Street to the May Drive, and
was a necessary work ; but the faet that
it was a grant to the board was concealed.

The Attorney General : Was not the
-deseription saffieient ?
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Mr. SCADDAN: No. Many members
did not know that the footpath was in
the King’s Park.

Mr. ANGWIN : The King’s Park
board had received a fair grant, and
should construet such works out of.that
orant.  Throughout the Estimates we
found more than item for one work. It
would appear that allocations for a par-
ticular work were split up on different
parts of the Etimates in order to delnde
members. He moved an amendmeni—

That the item be reduced by £50.

Amendment negatived.

[12 o’clock midnight.]
{Mr. Hudson took the Chair.]

Item— Perth Roads Board, North Beach
Road £350 :

Mr. ANGWIN : A deputation which
watted on the Minister for Works some
time back asked for a grant for this road
but failed to get what they asked for.
However, sinece then, so he was informed,
a eertain gentleman had interested him-
self in the matter. [Mr. Gordon :
Name9] It was suflficient to say this
gentleman was no longer a member of
this House. It was said this gentleman
influenced the Government to such an ex-
tent that he was able to get the Minister
to increase the grant for this road, and
that this gentleman boasted in the eity
about the influence he had with the Min-
ister. People had said it was a scandal
that any man should be able to go behind
the back of the member for the district
and get grants for a particalar road. Was
this trme § Apparently the first promise
made in connection with the road was that
£150 should be granted. That was before
this influence was brought to bear to in-
crease the amount. Evidently the Minis-
ter had proper estimates before him when
deeiding to give £150, so that amount
should be sufficient. In order to reduce
the item to £150, he moved as an amend-
ment—

That the item be reduced by £200.

Mr. DAGLISH : It was surprising
that a member should repeat a number
of hearsay statements, and ask if they
were true.  The report of the deputation
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that waited on the Minister was in the
daily papers and showed that the hon,
member was absolutely wrong. The Min-
ister had given no promiise to the deputa-
tion except a promise of consideration
and a promise to inspect the locality,
which the Minister did subsequently in
coutpany with him (Mr. Daglish), finding
as a resnlt that the request put forward
was reasonable. But it was not until the
Estimates were prepared that any men-
tion was made of the sum that was to be
granted,  There was no desire on the
part of anyone to go behind the member
for the district, nor was there any ground
for the assmuption that anyome had at-
tempted to use influence behind any mem-
ber of the House, Certainly there was a
conflict of opinion between North Beach
road and Curtis street, which conflict had
heen referred fo in disenssing the Works
Estimates last year. The Perth Roads
Board and its officers were more favour-
able towards Curtis street. There was a
promise given to the Minister that half
. of the cost of the work on North Beach
road would be paid by the owners of the
land along the road, but the work might
well be econstructed as a Government
work. The roads board had allocated £150
towards the construetion of & wooden
road. It would be a mislake to lay down
a wooden road. The Government might
lay down a principle that this grant
should only be made on condition that a
macadamised road was huilt.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
member for East Fremantle was to be
congratulated on the vole assumed by him
of repeating the tittle-tattle of street cor-
ners with a view to aspersing the charac-
ters of hon. members. The hon. member
was always ready fo believe what was foul
and nasty.

Mr. Scaddan : What was the amount
requested for this road ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amomnt asked for would be sufficient
to construet the road, which would cost
about £700. Before deciding on this mat-
ter he had visited the loeality.

Mr. HOLMAN: Did this road pass
through the Oshorne Park Estate?

The MINISTER : A portion of it.
The settlers had difficulty in getting their
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produce into the market, He had no
hesitation in reeommending this work.

The first person who had brought the
necessity far the work under his notice
was Mr. Hall, of Osborne Park. He (the
Minister) was not in the Chamber when
reference was made to this gentleman,
but it was not a fair thing to put an
ungenerous construetion on anything that
could be said about a work of this de-
seription.

Mr. Angwin : Nothing was said to
induce the Attorney General to speak as
be did.

The MINISTER: The construetion of
this road was perfectly justified.

Mr. HOLMAN: The system of rating
carried on by the Perth Roads Board in
the Osborne Park Estate was unfair. If
a block was sold at £60 an acre it was
rated at £60 an acre, but an adjoining
bloek unsold, and still the property of the
Osborne Park Estate, was rated at £10
an aere. If the valuations were put on
an equitable basis all round the roads
board would get a fair vevenue from that
neighbourhood.

The Minister: Some of the estate was
not worth more than £1 an aecre.

Mr. HOLMAN : Land leased by the
company to Chinamen was rated at £10
an acre, while land on the opposite side
of the road and purchased by white men
was rated at £100 an aere. The Min-
ister should make some inquiries to see
whether something could not be done to
compel the Osborme Park Company to
pay as high rates on their land as the
white owners of land in that distriet were
compelled to pay.

Mr. A, J. WILSON: The strictures
passed by the Attorney General on the
member for East Fremantle were not
justified. Jf any member had grounds
for believing that undue pressare bad
been brought to bLear by certain people
as to the allocation of the vote, he was
right in giving expression to his doubts
in this Chamber. There was a good deal
of eontention as to whether Curtis Street
or North Beach Road should be con-
structed.

The Minister: This amount was not
put down with a view to any extension
towards the beach. The settlewment al-
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ready in the neighbourhood justified the
work.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: Where there
was contention, the opinion of the loeal
authority should have consideration. TFhe
Perth Roads Board held the opinion that
Curtis Street should be extended in pref-
erence to North Beach Road. Certainly
the land on both sides of Curtis Street
was available for rating, whereas on one
side of North Beach Road the land was
held by the Glendalough Estate, which
was neither available for settlement nor
rateable.  Probably that faet actuated
the roads board in their attitnde towards
the North Beach road. However, the
Curtis Street route was the most advan-
tageous for settlers, and we shounld not
by expenditure on the North Beach road
enrtail the amount that might be made
available for the extension of Curtis
Street.

[3Lr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

The MINISTER: About 37 setilers
would be served by the North Beach
Road, but while this work was to be
done, there was no intention of penal-
ising Curtis Street. Tn view of his visit
to the distriet he felt justified in placing
this sum on the Estimates. There was
no influence brought to bear on him other
than the representations made first of all
by Mr. Hall, whom he had no eause to
conciliate, and afterwards by the member
for Subiaco and the deputation.

Mr. BREBBER : The oldest estab-
lished dairy in the State would be found
along this read, and numbers of settlers
wonld have facilities should the road be
constructed. No doubt if either street
was completed to the beach, ihe North
Beach Road would better serve the citi-
zens of Perth, as it went straight west
to the coast, while the other went north
towards the Osborne Park Hotel. The
North Beach Road would serve equally
as many gardeners as would Curtis Street
if extended.

Mr. SCADDAN: There seemed to be
so much disagreement hetween hon. mem-

bers interested in the districts concerned,’

that it would be better to delete the item
altogether.

Mr. VERYARD: There was no dis-
agreement as to this vote. He supported
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the vote, and would do so if it were two
or three times more. The money would
be much appreciated by the people in the
peighbourhood of the road, but on the
other hand the Perth Roads Board, and
particularly the Osborne Park represen-
tatives on that hoard, were not altogether
pleased with the item. They preferred.

_ the money to be spent on Curtis Street.

Their request, which he had forwarded to
the Minister, was for £150 to be placed
on the Estimates for North Beach Road.
They were also prepared to spend £300
on the road ; but a member of the roads
board had said since the amount had been
noted, that the board did not intend to
spend any farther sum in this direction.
The board in that locality spent £2 for
every £1 provided by the Government,
and it was unlikely that there was any
other board in the State where such a
percentage of expeanditure was provided
by the local body. In the cireumstances
the  Government might have given the
district farther eonsideration. Several
requesis had beenr made to the Govern-
ment for roads in the loeality but none
had been granted.

Mr. ANGWIN : Had the Attorney
General remained in the Chamber he
would have ascertained that the state-
ments were not heard at street corners,
as he had alleged, and were not incorrect,
as he had said. He (Mr. Angwin) had
saicl nothing whieh should cause the At-
torney General to lose his temper. At
present the Minister was out of the
House, and it was to be hoped he would
remain there until he learnt better man-
ners, In the present case the local
anthority had only asked for £150, and
they had received a grant of £350.

The Minister for Works: There was
no request in the Works Department
aoffice for a grant of £150.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was about the first
time on record, when after a request for
£150 had been made, a Teply was given in
the shape of a grant of £350. It ap-
peared as if some influence had been ex-
ercised.

The MINISTER: Let the member say
straight out who was exereising the in-
fluence. When he made a statement of
that kind he should say what he meant.
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What was the name of the man who ex-
ercised influence.

Mr. Angwin refused to state the name,

The MINISTER: If a member were
not prepared to give his authority for the
statements and insinuations he made in
the House, he should refrain from making
them. In the case in question, the grant
was made for a road through very sandy

country, and no one could suggest that,’

for the eonstruction of over a mile of
road through eountry like that, the sum of
£350 was too much.

Mr. VERYARD: The application he
had made was for a grant of £150, and
that eould be ascertained by referring to
the report of a deputation which waited
.on the Minister with regard to the matter.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Bridges, £9,576—Reuvotes, £6,571—

Item—Fremantle high level bridge, al-
terations £1,600:

Mr. SCADDAN: In what manner was
it prepared to spend this money ¢ .

The MINISTER: The item appeared
on the Estimates last year, but was not
gpent. It was needed in order to alfer
the bridge so as to make il suitable for
“the North Fremantle tramways to run
over it.

New Works, £3,005—

Ttem—Fremantle, North and East mun-
jeipalities, repairs to low level bridge,
£790.

Mr. SCADDAN asked for an explan-
ation.

The MINISTER: This bridge was put
up some years ago to carry the heavy
traflic on the Perth-Fremantle road. In
view of the fact that the bridge was in a
state of disrepair it was thought the pres-
ent would be a good opportmnity to
strengthen it. Tmmediately the high
level bridge was repaired it was the in-
tention of the Government to divert the
vehiecular and passenger traffic there, and
in the meantime to repair the low level
bridge; by this means the cost would be
rauch less.

Item—Fremantle railway bridge, alter-
ations £675:

Mr. SCADDAN: What was this for?

The MINISTER: For certain altera-
tions to the railway bridge. Some time
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ago Messrs Mellwrith & Co. asked for
plans of the railway bridge as they de-
sired to build a steamer to run between
Fremantle and Perth. Plans were pro-
vided by the department, but after the
vessel—the Zephyr—bhad been built, it
was found that full plans had not been
provided and that in consequence there
was liable to be danger to the vessel
owing to the fact that eertain struts
stood out from the railway bhridge and
made the passage under the bridge very
diffieult. In the eireumstances, therefore,
the Govermment were compelled to alter
the bridge by removing the struts and so
make the passage easy for the steamer.

Mr, SCADDAN: It appeared, there-
fore, that the Works Department were
responsible for another huge blunder, as
they had not given the company the right
plans and now it was necessary for the
Government to be put to large expense
to remedy the defect.

The Minister : 'The Railway Depart-
ment were responsible, it was not the
Works Department.

Mr. ANGWIN: It had been rumoured
that it was intended to alter the lower
bridge considerably. Had the Minister
taken into consideration the possibility
of making the high level bridge wider so
as to carry ‘the tram, vehienlar and pas-
senger traffic?  Possibly if this were
done the work eould be carried out at less
cost.

The MINISTER: That could not be
done.

Harbours and Riuers, £11,074— Revotes
£6,724—

Item—Northam,
£1,008:

Mr. SCADDAN : Qver £3,000 had been
provided during the last three years for
the river improvements at Northam.
What was intended to be done with the
river there? Last session, when speaking
to this partieular item, one member of
the House had said that since the time he
had been in Pavliament he had met with

River improvements

1o instanee where Ministers bad treated

their constituents as well as the present
one did.

The Minister © That houn. member did
not speak the truth.
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Mr. SCADDAN: That member was
Mr. Daglish.

The MINISTER: Well, he would tell
the member that the promise for the
earrying out of the work was not made
when the present Honorary Minister {IMr.
Mitchell) was a member of the Govern-
ment. The work was promised by Mr.
Wilson, when he was Minister for Works
in the Rason Government. He {the Min-
ister) was not going to admit or agree to
the statement that the Government had
shown any undue preference to the con-
stituencies of members of the Govern-
ment. It was agreed by Mr. Wilson,
when Minister for Works, to provide cer-
tain funds for this work on the under-
standing that the local authority paid
pound for pound.

Mr. Scaddan: Were the local authority
earrying ont their promise?

The MINISTER: Yes; a dam had been
built and the council now had an exten-
sive lake right in the middle of their town.
In three years the sum of £6,000 had
been expended on the work, half of the
money having been pmv1ded by the Gov-

ernment and the balance by the loecal
body.
Mr, GULL: When the item was before

the Committee last year it was said that
the expenditure of that sum would com-
plete the work; now it appeared thatan-
other thousand pounds was necessary to
be provided by the Government before
the end was reached, and it would be well
to ask whether it was proposed that next
vear still another thousand pounds would
be needed.

The MINISTER: The promise given
by Mr. Wilson, when Minister, would be
kept. e could not say if there would
be anv amount required next year or not;
but he believed that the work was com-
plete, and that the present item would
govern the total cost.

Mr. GULL: The item would have been
more warmly challenged last year if mem-
bers had thought that the following year
another thounsand pounds would appear
on the Estimates for the work.

Mr. COLLIER : This item might jus-
tify the accusation of the member for
Murchison (Mr. Holman) that large sums
were continnally being granted to the
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constituencies of members of the Minis-
try. It was nothing less than a seandal
to gzive a thousand pounds each year in
order to provide river improvements at
Northam. The Commitiee should have
a deal wmore information placed before
them. They should know if the money
granted by the Government had been
spent in the past, and whether the muni-
cipality had contributed its pound for
pound.

The MINISTER: The hon. member
had been told that the municipality bhad
contributed pound for pound, and the
department had satisfied themselves from
the municipal accounts that the amount
had been provided.

Mr. COLLIER: Was the contract let
by tender?

The Minister: Yes.

Mr. COLLIER: The House should
have been given some details about the
work, as to the amounnt of the tender, to
whom it was let, how long it would take,
etcetera.

Item—Wonnerup  Estuary,
£410.:

Mr. COLLIER asked for an explana-
tion.

The MINISTER: The vote had been
put on the Estimates purely for the pur-
pose of remedying the ihsanitary condi-
tion of the estuary. In the summer, when
the water reeeded, fish were left hehind
and died on the bank in great quantities,
thus creating insanitary conditions. To
keep a clear flow of water it had been
decided to deepen and open the estuary.
The Stirling estate drainage would also
partly connect with the estuary.

New Works, £4,350—

Item—Albany, dredging mouth King
and Kalgan rivers, £600:

Mr. COLLIER: This was another case
where an explanation was necessary. Im-
mediately following the item under dis-
cussion were no fewer than three other
votes, totalling £2,000 in all, for dredg-
ing work at Albany.

The MINISTER: On taking up office
he found that there was a sum of £10,000
promised for the purpose of giving a
water sapply to Albany. To bhim, the
expenditure of that sum on such a work

opening
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seemed totally unnecessary, but a definite
promise had been given; consequently he
went to Albany and saw the local people
with regard to the matter, for he did not
want to refuse a promise made by a pre-
decessor, however much he might disagree
with the necessity for the work. The
question was threshed out with the people
of Albany, who agreed that if the Gov-
ernment would put eertain portions of the
harbour into proper order they would
absolve the department from the promise
to spend £10,000 in a water supply for
the town. It was provided that, in ad-
dition to the dredging, a better water
supply should be given. He would not
say that if the promise to spend £10,000
in a water supply had not been fulfilled,
he would not have carried out the dredg-
ing work, for suech a work would have
to be undertaken some time or other; how
ever, in the circumstances he had secured
a release from the necessity to spend
£6,000 or £7,000, and had agreed to un-
dertake this work,

[1 o’clock a.m. Saturday.]

Mr. ANGWIN: The Minister as good
as told the House that the work was not
required, but, at the same time, that it
was neeessary to put it in hand. No doubt
something had turmed up sinee the Min-
ister had promised to provide a water
supply for Alhany, by which a cheaper
seheme could be provided for the town,
This showed that the people of Albany
saw that the Minister had a weak spot.

The MINISTER : These works were
not matters of urgent necessity at the
present moment. The dredging would
have to be done, and might have to be
carried out during the course of the pre-
sent year. He recognised the people of
Albany had some eclaim, but he did not
agree to an unnecessary scheme to get
out of greater expense.

Miseellaneous, £1,891—

Ttem—Testing W.A. timbers, £346 :

Mr. COLLIER : There should be a
limit to expenditure in this direction.

The MINISTER : There were a series
of tests carried out by the Ratlway De-
partment. The publication which Mr.
Julius eompiled in regard to the timbers
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of Western Australia had been noticed
practically all over the world. A week
or two ago he was lent a copy of the
Colonial Office Journal, and he found in
it a eulogistic reference to the tests ear-
ried out by Mr. Julius, and be had seen
the tests referred to in other papers. The
Government made this alloeation as the
proportion of the cost that each depart-
ment shonld pay.

Buildings, £91,246—

Item—Puablic Library of TWestern
Australia, additional book eases, £216 :

Mr. ANGWIN : Was it not possible
for the board to pay for this work out
of the amount they received from the
Government ¢

The MINTSTER : These cases would
be used for records that no other State
possessed ; the whole of the patent re-
cords of Great Britain. One person had
come from Queensland in order to eon-
sult these records at our library. It was
a great advantage having records of this
kind.

Item— Northam, Resident Magistrate’s
quarters £1,000 : .

Mr. COLLIER : What sort of a build-
ing was it proposed to ereet ¥ This was
a large amount to spend on quarters for
a resident magistrate.

The MINISTER : Sketches of this
building had not been made. This was
an item put down at the request of the
Crown Law Department for n residence
for the magistrate.

Item—Fremantle prison boiler, ete.,
£300 :

Mr. SCADDAN : He had visited the
Fremantle prison, and found on one oe-
easion about 12 months ago that a boiler
had been erected there in connection with
a new steam cooking apparatus. It was
discovered when they proceeded fo pat
the apparatus into operation that the
boiler wounld not supply suffictent steam;
the result was they bad to take the boiler
out and put in another one. Someone
had blundered. In the second place the
plant was installed before it was ready
to be used. No use had been made of
the boiler since it was installed. There
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was another point in connection with the
charge of the boiler. Anyone recognised
the danger of handing over the control
of a boiler to a person who did not un-
derstand it. This was a vertieal boiler,
and if any exposion took place within
100 yards great damage would be done,
and loss of life might ensue. It was un-
wise to leave a boiler of this nature,
where there were so many prisoners, and
so few attendants, in charge of a pri-
soner. He believed it was done on the
score of _economy, but the Government
were taking a great risk and some day
an accident might ocenr. He believed
the atlention of the Colonial Secretary

had been called to the danger of allowing

the boiler to he left in charge of a
prisoner. It was nunwise to expend
money and then bave it practieally tied
up, as was the case in connection with
the cooking apparatus which had been
ready for some time but not used,

Item—Rottnest, Warders’
additions £240:

Mr. WARE: Some months ago he paid
a visit to Rottnest Island and was in-
formed that it was intended to do away

quarters,

with the prison there owing to the
scheme enfered upon by the Govern-
ment ; therefore what necessity was

there for the item on the Estimates?

The MINISTER: Certain works were
being carried out by the Government on
this island by prison labour, thevefore
there was a necessity for move warders
to be stationed on the island.

Ytem—West Perth Police
£1,009:

Mr. COLLIER: There was no neces-
sity for sueh an expenditure so close to
Perth; the police should be controlled
from the head quarters. Last year it
was stated that the West Perth police
station was in a dilapidated condition,
but the building had been sufficient for
the department to carry on for 12
months.

The MINISTER : This was one of the
votes on which there had been consider-
able correspondence with the depart-
ment, and the Police Department in-
sisted that as this was a muster station

(52)

Station,
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it was necessary to have fresh accom-
modation. The provision was for a big
brick bunilding. When the head of the
Police Department, whe had the organi-
sation of the police force thronghout the
State said that for the efficient working
of the force it was necessary to have sueh
accommodation, and insisted unpon it, the
Government must meet him.

Ttem—Meekatharra, Police
£400:

Mr. BATH: When at Meekatharra he
saw that provision had been made to
meet all requirements ; what was the
necessity for this expenditnre?

The MINISTER: The Police Depart-
ment stated that the building was abso-
lutely necessary, and after considerable
discussion it was agreed to put up a
building for the police constable at the
request of the department, and the work
had been undertaken.

guarters

Item—Turkey Creek, Police station
€1,600.

Mr. SCADDAN: Where was Turkey
Creek?

The MINISTER: Between Wyndham
and Hall’s Creek. This was a wood and
iren building.

Mr. SCADDAN: This was surely an
exorbitant anount for a police station
at Turkey Creek; there could not be a
big pupulation in the locality.

The MINISTER: It was described as
a police station, but it included quarters.
At a place like Turkey Creek buildings
cost about double what they did in Perth.

Item—TYork, Police quarters, renova-
ting building, ete., £350, '

Mr. HOLMAN asked for information.

The MINISTER: This was one of the
oldest police stations in the State, and
the building had been condemned by the
board of health.

Itemn—Rotinest, Conversion of Refor-
matfory into accommodation-house £738:

Mrv. COLLIER: What was the mean-
ing of ‘' accommodation-hounse *'9 Was
it to be a public accommodation house
for visiters to stay on the island if they
liked ®
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The MINISTER: It was to be like
the Yallingup Cave House.

Mr. TROY: Some time ago the mem-
bers of the House visited the island,
and the Colonial Seeretary explained
the intention of the Government was to
build a number of accommodation houses
and lease them out. Was this so, or did
the Government intend to part with the
land ?

The MINISTER: The inteniion was
to let a limited number of bloeks on
lony leases. It was intended to improve
an existing building and let it to someone
who would take In to board persons
visting the island.

Mr. HEITMAKN was sorry the Gov-
ernment intended to make this a place
of pleasure resort instead of continning
te keep prisoners on the island. Tt
would be wiser to shift the whole of the
prisoners from Fremantle to the island.

Item — Perth Baniz,
strong-room £95:

Mr. SCADDAN drew attenfion to the
flimsy nature of the building used for
the Agricultural Bank, and the valuable
doenments stored there. Was it the in-
tenfion of the Government to construet
a decent building for the Agricultural
Bank?  If a fire occurred in the build-
ing long before the fire brigade got near
the premises the whole building would
be destroyed.

The MINISTER : There was no inten-
tion at the present motnent to construet
a new building. This amount was for a
safe for keeping the books belonging te
the Bank.

Agricudtoral

Item—Parliament House, laying out
grounds £135:

Mr. SCADDAN: If it was intended
to make the grounds around Parliament
House anything like pleasing to the eve
sueh an amount as this would be useless;
it would not pay the wages of a gardener.

The Minister: This was the eapital
enst of laying out the grounds.

Mr. SCADDAN : The Government
should eonsider the advisability of in-
creasing the item, for the grounds around
Parhament House were an absolute dis-
grace. While he did not desire to lavish
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a lot of money on Perth generally, it was
the duty of Parliament to see the grounds
around Parliament House were kept in
decent order, something in keeping with
the general standing of the eommunity.
At the present time the grounds were the
greatest eyesore in the city of Perth, and
to say that £135 would improve the
grounds was ridieulons. The grounds
should be laid out better than they were
at present.

Item—Fremantle, Monument Hill im-
provements £100: .

Mr, TROY: What necessity was there
for improvemeonts in  contection with
Monument Hiil?

The MINISTER: It was land granted
some time ago to the Fremantle wuniei-
pality for a publie park, and was of a
particularly stony nature. It was pro-
posed to earry out considerable improve-
ments theve, and the Government agreed
to give them this amount towards the
work.

Mr. TROY: Was it customary to give
such grants?

The MINISTER: Sometimes.

Me. TROY: In his electorate there
was an important place where a park was
being laid out, and the ground was very
stony. He would bear this matter in
mind and when the Minister was econ-
sidering the next Estimates he would ask
for a grant.

Item—Yallingop Caves accommodation-
house, repairs, ete. £330:

Mr. TROY : It was time we recognised
that sufficient money had been expended
on this place. During the last six or
seven years on the Estimates money had
been provided for the Yallingup caves.
What neeessity was there for this ex-
penditure, and who had reconunended it?

Mr. SCADDAN: The votes on the
Estimates fur the caves were like a
sponge, thev sucked up the revenue but
you could not squeeze it out again.

The MINISTER: The building was
in disrepair, and the Government simnly
dexired to keep it in going order.

Mr. HOLMAN: What return was there
for this accommodation-house. He he-
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lieved after the pioneering work had
been done by the Government and the
louse run for some time it was let to a
tenant; what rent was being paid for
the building? TIf the lessee could not
keep the house in fair repair it was time
we had a change, and let it to a suitable
person who would not allow it to get info
disrepair.  The building was ouly two
or three years old, it was finished about
1903 at a cost of £1,200, and he did not
see how it was possible that the buiiding
if it had had fair treatment should re-
quire £330 to Le spent on it in repairs
at the present time. 1If the house was to
cost sums like this, we had better put a

match to it on Guy Pawkes day, and-

burn it down,

Mr. ANGWIN : Who received the rent
for the house ¢

+ The Minister : The Caves Board.

Mr. ANGWTIN: Then the hoard should
keep the house in repair, He moved an
amendment—

That the item be struck out.
What revenue was received from this
house ¥  The expenditure on the caves
seemed to be distributed through the Es-
timates,

Amendment put and negatived.

Item—Katanning Mechanies’ Institute,
special grant £500 :

Mr. TROY : Was not an agrieultural
hall already provided at Katanning ¢ If
so, why this special consideration.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
would have been quite legal to make this
payment out of the ordinary grant, but
as the amount was somewhat large he had
thonght it well to show it separately on
the Estimates. The hall had been rebuilt,
and was now worthy of the town. The
regulations governing the general vote en-
abled the Minister to make a grant not
exceeding £500. This was a subsidy.

Mr. TROY : Members were doubtless
grateful to the Minister, who, however,
omitted to state that if he had paid the
amount out of the geneval vote the muni-
eipality would have had to contribute
either pound per pound or two pounds
per pound. He {3r. Troy) had asked
for a hundred pounds special grant to
the BMechanices' Tnstitute at Maninga Mar-
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ley, and another grant for Yuin, and the
Minister replied that speecial grants were
provided for by regulation.

Mr. COLLIER : What was the money
for ?

The Minister : Over £2,000 had been
spent on improvements to the building,
and this was part of the expenditure.
The hon. member had had his Boulder
drainage vote anticipated.

Mr. COLLIER was not objecting to the
anticipation of the vote, but wished to
know whether any of this sum was for
furniture or books.

The Minister : It was for the building
pure and stmple. :

Mr. ANGWIN : For some years, he
believed, it was usnal not to allow any
move to an institute that had received
£500. Had not the Katanning institute
previously received that sum 9

The MINISTER : The original build-
ing was erected many years ago, before
the amending regulations referred to by
the hon. member came into force.

Item—Leederville Mechanics’ Institute,
special grant £500 :

Mr. TROY cougratulated the faithful
member for Baleatta {Mr. Veryard) on
remainitng up all night te wateh this
item.

Mr. BOLMAN : Had provision heen
made to see that Leederville raised pound
for pound %

The Minister : Yes,

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

This concluded the votes for the Works
Department.

DEPARTMENT OF COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. D. Connolly, Minister) ; the
Treasurer now in charge of the votes.

Division 10—Vote, Office of Colonial
Secretary £9,299:

Mr. ANGWIN: Twelve months ago he
had drawn attention to what was known
as the monopoly in the baggage agency
business at Fremantle, and the Attorney
(Gencrai bad promised to draft a regula-
tion to overcome the difficalty. The regu-
lation had been drafted, and if it had
been given effect to, the diffienity would
have disappeared. Under the amending
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Harbour Trust Aet of last year the trust
tried to work in conjunetion with the Fre-
mantle council to make regulations for
controlling the baggage agents ; and the
eonncil inserted in the regulations one
similar to that drafted by the Attorney
General, with a view to preventing mon-
opoly. But the regulation was not ac-
ceptable to the trust, and after one or two
conferences the trust abandoned the idea
of working with the council. During the
last twelve months he (Mr. Angwin) had
repeatedly brought the matter before the
Celonial Secretary. In September last
the trust drafted a new regulation. Sec-
tion G2 of the Fremantle Harbouwr Trust
Aet provided that every regulation
should, after being approved and gazet-
ted, be laid before Parliament within
fourteen days, if Parliament was in ses-
sion, and if not, within fourieen days
after the commencement of the next ses-
sion. The regnlations had been gazetted
but never laid on the table, and it had
therefore been impossible previously to
bring this grievance before the House.
Had the Colonial Secretary tabled the
regulations, we should not have been dis-
cussing the snbject at this early hour, and
the substantial grievance of a large num-
ber of baggage agents might have long
since been removed. One of the regula-
tions ohjected to provided that no por-
ter should, except with the consent of the
master or agents of the vessel, board any
vessel to ply for hive uniil ealled on board
by some person wishing to engage him.
The men asked that this exeeption should
Le struck out of the regulations; becanse
another regmlation provided that when a
newly-arrived vessel berthed with another
vessel between her and the quay, the por-
ters must range themselves in the middle
of the inner vessel; or if the new
arrival berthed at the wharf the por-
ters must range themselves on the wharf
at least five feet from the edge thereof
and at least six feet from the gangway,
and no porter engaged to carry any lng-
gage should transfer it to another, but
should accompany his emplover. Here
was the injustice. These licensed por-
ters must take up their position in line as
preseribed, and await employment. But
a privilezed firm of baggage agents eould
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go down the river, board the incoming
vessel, and secure all available baggage
before the vessel reached the wharf. The
other porters, who were waiting on the
wharf, found there was no work for them
when the vessel arrived, The driver of
a cart from the Fremantle station to the
wharf paid to the Fremantle council a
license fee as a common carrier, another
license fee to the Railway Depariment, a
fee for a wheel license, and another for
a harbour trust license, Some of these
men, with large families, men who were
a credit to the State, had been brought
almost to the point of starvation by this
haggaze monopoly. He lad visited the
wharf to inquire into the grievance, and
found that out of two lorry-loads of bag-
gage landed in one morning from a mail
steaer, only one portmantean was given
to any baggage agent outside the firm
which held the monopoly.

Mr. Heitmann: The carters at the Fre-
mantle station were robbers.

Mr. ANGWIN denied the statement.
Their charges were reasonable ; as rea-
sonable as those of the monopolistie firm.
It was a erving shame that the Harbour
Trust should be allowed to use its power
to debar honest men from earning an
honest livelihood. The unprivileged por-
ters could not tramsfer luggage to one
another, but the privileged firm could
employ any number of men and send
away lorry after lorry with luggage
which ought to be distributed amongst all
the baggage agents. The Premier said
the matter was outside the jurisdietion of
the Government, and under control of
the trust. But the Harbour Works were
CGovernment property, and the Govern-
ment should see that every man had fair
piay, even if the Harbour Trust Com-
missioners had to he removed from office.
New reguolations should be immediately
laid on the table, as provided in the Act.
Another matter : In August, 1906, the
men and women employed in asylums
and gaols as warders and attendants were
taken out of the purview of the Public
Service Act and deprived of their right
to appeal against dismissal. Some ward-
ers had to undergo a three years’ course
of training hefore receiving certificates
of competeneyv, and it should not be in
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the power of one man to dismiss them at
a moment’s notice withoui their having
a right to appeal. Attention had al-
ready been called to the dismissal by a
medical officer of a nurse at Kalgoorlie;
and to-day the nurse was a matron of a
Government hospital, while the medieal
officer himself had been dismissed.
The officials in these branches of the ser-
vice should be put under the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner and given the right of
appeal.

[2 o'clock a.m. Saturday.

The TREASURER : The matters re-
ferved to by the hon. member would be
hrought under the notice of the Culonial
Secrciary. Wilth regard to the porters
at Fremantle, even if the words referred
to by the hon. member were struck out
of the regulations, the eaptain of the
vessel enuld refuse admittance to the
boat, and the object the hon. member
sought wonld not be attained. Had the
hon. member brought the matter hefore
the Harbonr Trust ¢ It appeared that
the Harbour Trust had the matter in their
bands. Also with regard to the lunaiie
asylum staff, in ne institution of this des-

cription thronghout the Commonwealth

was this class of employees placed under
a Public Service Commissioner. In Tas-
mania a Royal Commission had dealt
with this very subject and the eonelusion
come to was that pecple who should be
absolutely under the control of the super-
intendent or medical officer in charge
should not be placed under a Public Ser-
viee Commissioner. It was absolutely
necessary that the Inspector General of
Insane should have complete power over
his staff. The Inspector General and his
assistant and the matron came under the
Public Service Commissioner, but the
others should be placed immediately un-
der the Inspeetor General in order to
maintain proper discipline.

Mr. BATH : The Minister should see
the Harbour Trust did not give a monopoly
to one firm. If that poliey were continued
it wouid be a sound argument for eurtail-
ing the powers of the Harbour Trust, be-
cause people who had expended their
savings in purchasing a horse and ecart
had now to stand by and see this haggage

[7 DecEMBER, 1907.]

Colonial Secretory. 1407
firm taking the bread out of their
mouths. In regard to the lunatic asylum
staff there was no diffieulty in giving
these people the opportunity of appealing
if they considered an injustice had been
done. To deny that opportunity was one
of the most frequent causes of discontent.
Our service in regard to the gaols and
lunatie asylum would be more satisfactory
if such power was given. We had re-
cently a case in the Gaols Department by
whieh the sole authority referred te by
the Treaswrer was exercised iin sunch a
manner as to be nnjust.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Harbour Trust
were approached by the carriers before the
Government were approached. The Har-
bour Trust charged certain fees which un-
der the old Act they had no power to de,
but the men’s request was continunally
put off because it was said that regula-
tions were being framed. These regula-
tions were framed during the absence of
the chairman of the trust. The secretary
of the trust had said that all the men had
permission to go on the vessels, but that
was not true in regavd to the mail boats.
If the words he suggested were struck
out of the regunlations it would settle the
matter, hecause if this particular firm
did not comply with the regulations their

" license eould be eancelled.

[Votes and items discussed in deteil.)

Ttem—TUnder Secretary, £600:

Mr. COLLIER: Here was an inerease
of £50. Surely this was not a time to
merease salaries, especially those of
highly paid officers.

Mr. Troy: It was seandalous.

Mr. COLLIER: It was, and only last
week the Government had endeavoured
to tax men earning £150 a year. Now
we were asked to give an extra £50 to a
than alveady earning £550 a year. He
moved as an amendmneni—

That the item be reduced by £50.

The TREASURER: Mr. North, the
Tnder Seeretary, was one of the best ser-
vants of the State. He had been 21
vears in the service and had given excel-
lent service.  The salary of this officer
was previonsly £500; but five years ago,
in a thin House, it was eut down to £550.
That was a great injustice to Mr. North,
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because a previous oceupier of the office
had received £750, and Mr. North’s im-
mediate predecessor bad received £600.
It was a most responsible position, and
My, North had given every satisfaetion te
each Minister who filled the position of
Colonial Secretary. Under Secretaries of
other departments were better paid. It
was to be regretted the item was not
larger. The scandal, if there was any,
was in not giving Mr. North the salary
he was entitled to the year after it was
cut down. -

Mr. Scaddan: The Under Secretary
was only a figure-head.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
should be ashamed to make that statement
knowing it was incorrect. Mr. North was
one of the most hard-worked officers in
the service. If members knew the
amount of work the department carried
on, they wounld realise the responsibility
of the position. Thongh perhaps he (the
Treasurer) had underrated the officer
some years ago, he had changed his
opinion. He knew no more consecientious
officer than My, North. The increase was
fully justified.

Mr. TROY: Whatever justification
there mav have been in years past for an
mcrease like this, there was no juostifica-
tion for it now; and if five years ago Par-
liament had seen fit to cut down the
salary of the holder of this office, it must
have been done for some good reason.
[The Treasurer: By a majority of three.]
Was this officer worked harder than the
under secretaries of other departments?
The position could not be eompared with
that of the Secretary for Mines. Com-
paring it with the position of Under See-
retary for Agriculture, the latter position
only carried a salary of £500. Surely
the two salaries should be on the same
footing. [The Treasurer: There was no
comparison.] Mr. North might be a
-worthy man, but the Colonjal Secretary’s
Department was the worst administered
in the State. The way in which the Un-
der Secretary carried out his work was
simply to receive reports from heads of
sub-departments, each report passing
through the hands of three or four offi-
cers and each officer noting his opinion
on it in transit.  Another objeetion to
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this merease was that the policy of this
(tovernment seemed to be a poliey of
greasing the fat hog. He was not speak-
ing personally. [The Treasurer: That
was vulgar.] The inerease was not jus-
tified while we were retrenching in the
lower hranches of the serviee.. However,
officers in the Ministers’ coterie of friends
could get increases. Mrs. North was a
shining light in the women’s branch of
the National Political League and was a
special friend of the Government. Pro-
bably it was by her influence that Mr.
North was able to receive this inecrease.

The Treasurer: Rubbish!

Mr. Scaddan: 1f the wife of a railway
servant did the same thing the husband
would get the sack,

Mr. TROY: It was a faet that officers
were transferred because their wives acted
in the samé way. There was no objeetion
to this lady taking part in elections, but
she was a leading member in an organisa-
tion supporting the Government and had
a “pull” on the Government. Probably
Mr. North was a very useful officer and
did a great deal for the State, but the
State did a great deal more for him, and
had kept him in a fat billet nearly all his
life, This increase was an absolute scan-
the Treasurer
cared or not.

The Treasurer did nof care twopenee
for the hon. member’s opinion.

Mr. TROY: Yes; no doubt the Trea-
surer was not a friend of the poor man,
and would not help the poor man.

The Treasurer had helped the poor man
hetter than the hon. member ever did. He
had paid the poor man. That was more
than the hon. member had ever done.

Mr. TROY: The Treasurer should with-
draw the statement that he (Mir. Troy)
had not paid someone. It was a deliberate
untruth. He owed no man a penny.

The CHAIRMAN had not heard the
Treasurer say that the hon. member had
not pai¢ what he owed; but if the Trea-
surer had done so he must withdraw.

The Treasurer: No such thing was said.

Mr. TROY: One heard the hon. mem-
ber say it. This inerease wonld not have
been put on the Estimates by any sane
Government.
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Mr. SCADDAN: This was ane of the
most outrageous items on the Estimates.
Many of the clerks of the department
conld fill the position equally as well
as the official in guestion. Lower paid
servants of the State had been re-
trenched and then taken on again at a
lower salarv, whereas this official, who
was a highly paid man already, was to
get an inerease. Surely there must be
some reason for it. The Under Sevre-
tary might be a good officer when he
was in his office, but he (Mr. Scaddan)
was always doubtful of a man who was
able, during office hours, to attend all
the social funetions in the eity. Mr.
North was not the only highly salaried
officer who went to his office at any hour
in the morning and left it early in the
afternoon. Many of these officers did
not get to their office until 10 or 11
o’elock in the morning, and he had seen
Mz, North alighting at the Perth railway
station after 10 o’elock i the morning.
At the present juncture, when we were
retrenching in other departments, it was
unfair to give a high salaried man an
inerease.

[2fr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Some
time ago the member for Mount Mar-
garet {Mr. Taylor), when speaking to
him and other members, had said when
he took up the position of Colonal Seere-
tary he had almost an antipathy to the
TUnder Seeretary, and certainly that he
had a great disbelief in his capacity as
a worker; however, on taking charge of
the department, and after being assoei-
ated with the Under Secretary for
twelve months, he had found that his pre-
vious impressions were quite wrong and
that his opinion was not justified. M\r.
Taylor’s experience was that Mr. North
never left his offiee until between 6
o’cloek and 6.30 o’clock in the evening.
Surely the member for Ivanhoe (M,
Seaddan) wonld admit that a Minister
nnder whom the Under Secretary had
worked for 12 months was in a. far
better position to know what the value

of that officer’s work was than one .

who had never been associated with the
officer at all, The present Colonial
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Secretary held exaetly the same opinion
of the officer as his predecessor had
done, The departmental vote showed
how diverse were the duties of the Under
Secretary, for the Colonial Secretary’s
Estimates covered more votes than thuse
of any other Minister, It would only
be fair that the increase should be
granted to Mr. North, for at one time
he was in receipt of that salary, but was
deprived of £30 of it by a eateh vole in
the House.

Mr. COLLIER: What was meant by
saying that the reduction was made on
a eateh vote?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
a eateh vote, for at the time the guestion
was put there were but few members
in the House.

Mr. COLLIER had no antipathy what-
ever to the officer, nor did he desire to
underrate the services Mr. North gave
to the State. The amendment was
moved apart allogethier from the ability
of the officer. who really might be a most
valuable man in the service; but if that
officer were worth £5.000 a year the pre-
sent was not the time when an inerease
should be made to his salary. Refer-
ence had been made to the time M.
North devoted to his duties. Not very
long ago that gentleman was anxious to
beecome mayor of the new municipality
of Cottesloe, but verv properly he was
prevented by the Minister from being
a candidate for the position. If M.
North eould find time to be mayor of a
muunieipality suvely it could not be sug-
gested that he was over-worked. It was
significant that the only man to get an
increase was already in receipt of a very
high salarv, and had considerable sveial
influence in the State.

Mr. A, J. WILSON: Did Mr. North
come under the classification of the
Publie Service Commissioner, and was
the propoesed inerease suggested by the
Commissioner?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
under seeretaries had not been classified.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: The Under Sec-
retary for Public Works only received
a salary of £550, and he was one of the
hardest worked men in the State. Al-
though Mr. North might be a very good
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and diligent officer, still the present was
not the time to give such increases un-
less a strong recommendation was made
by the Publi¢c Service Commissioner that
sueh should be granted. The time was
ill-chosen for making this inerease.

Mr. TROY: Two of the Under Sec-
retaries received a salary of £550 each,
and one a salarv of £500. The Under

Secretary for Weorks, who held a most
responsible position and probably more
responsible than any other officer in the
departinent, only received a salary of
£330, If a fair comparison were made
between the work done by Mr. North
and that of the Under Secretary for
~Works, it would be found that the
latter’s was much more valuable. The
Under Secretary for Law was recelving
a salary of £350 a year, while the
Under Seeretary for Agricultare had his
salary fixed at £500. In these circum-
staneces, as three other Under Secretaries
were receiving less than the amount pro-
posed to be paid to Mr. North, who was
the permanent head of the least impor-
tant of any of the departments, the in-
crease should not be made.

Mr. ANGWIN : the time was inoppor-

tune to inerease the salary of any highly-
paid official. Mention had been made of
the opinion held by the member for
« Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor) of the
Under Secretary, at the time that member
was a Minister of the Crown ; but it was
not right to suggest that the member had
had 12 months’ experience of the officer,
for Mr. North was away on extended
leave for a considerable portion of the
time when Mr. Taylor was head of the
Department,

Mr. HEITMANN : The State was not
in a posilion to inerease the salaries of
highly paid officers. He would like to
‘put the oflicer out of the department al-
together, and with him a good many
others, as in the Medieal and other
branches under this department there
existed a very bad form of sweating. In

one branch in particular the sweating
which went on was awful.
The .litorney General : Where was

that?
Mr. HEITMANN : He would give
particulars later on. The Under Secre-
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tary was in the same position as many
more, in that had it not been for his
social position and family eonnections,
he would not be holding his present office.
There were many others of the old crowa
Lere who, if turned oul of their bhillets,
would not earn their salt.

[3 e’clock a.m., Saturday.]

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—-

Avyes .. .. o9
Noes .. .. .. 18
Majority against .9
- AvEes, Nozxs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Barnett
Mr, Collier Mr, Buth
Mr, Holman Mr, Brebber
Mr. Hudson Mr, Coweher
Mr. Bcaddan My, Davies
Mr. Stunrt Mr. Eddy
Mer. Tro Mr, Guil
Mr. A, J’?Wﬂson Mr. Hayward
v, Heitrnano (Telior). Mr, Keeunn
Mr. Loyman
. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. Price
Mr, Smith
Mr. Veryard
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Te

Amendment thus negatived.

Item — Accountant, £400 :

Mr. TROY : There was an inerease of
£75 for this officer, and this inerease was
paid last year ; why had it been paid
previously ?

The TREASURER : This ofticer had
lotiz been paid considerably less than
similar officers in otler departments, and
he had been premised for some time re-
cognition for very important work he
did in inauguraling the central aceount-
aney deparlment, a work of great magni-
tude. This was the seeond largest ae-
countancy in the public service and dealt
with more vouchers than any other de-
partment except the railways. Members
would readily grasp the amount of de-
tailed work the officer had to undertake.
He had heen promoted to the maximum
of his class in keeping with the account-
ants in the Mines and the Lands Depart-
wents. He received £50 less than the
accountant in the Treasury, and some £20
more than the accountant in the Publie
Works Department. At the present time
he was on leave on important business ;
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he was oceupying his time in London in
adjusting the .accounts with the War
Office. He was to receive £150 as a tra-
velling allowance. This officer was able
to go home and lay the position eclearly
before the authorities, and the State
would he £2,000 or £3,000 in pocket by
the visit. 'The officer was giving up a
great portion of his holiday to attend to
this work, and members ought to com-
mend the officer for his zeal.

Mr. TROY : This was not a good offi-
cer, He intended to move that all in-
crenses in salaries over £300 be strck
out, becanse the time was not ripe to
give increases. Gireat distress had been
caunsed in the State by retrenchment, and
yvet officers who received a fair living
were given inereases.  This officer would
not earn the same wage ountside a Govern-
ment department. He move an amend-
-maent—

That the item be reduced by £75.

Mr. SCADDAN protested against the
inereaze. Il was remarkable how officers
going away on long leave could find
something to do in order to pay their ex-
penses while away. He knew one officer
who never left this State on leave without
making application to the Government to
inguire into certain matters.  Invariably
the officer he referred to obtained suffi-
gient money to pay his expenses. If we
had a refurn prepared of the amounts
paid to civil servants for expenses while
away on leave of absence it wounld be
astounding. It was a handy way of get-
ting their expenses paid while on leave.
This was an inerease to an officer al-
ready receiving over £300 a year, there-
fore he supported the amendment.

Amendment negatived.

Ttem—Bookkeeper, £270 :

Mr. TROY : This was a new appoini-
mnent. There was a bookkeeper who was
now on leave, but the new officer was
appointed at a salary of £45 more than
the late bookkeeper.

The TREASURER : The bookkeeper
on leave would resign at the expiration of
his leave. The amount provided was the
minimum of the class.  The previous
bookkeeper vesigned because the Public
Service Commissioner would not raise
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his salary to the minimum of his class.
He was a good officer. Directly the new
officer was appointed under the publie
service classification he was given the
lowest salary of his class, which was re-
fused the late boockkeeper. The late
bookkeeper filled the position to the satis-
faction of the department ; he resigned
hecause he could not get the minimum of
his elass.

Ttem— Itmmigration, £3,000 :

Mr. SCADDAN : Tt was his duty to
enter a protest against the expenditure of
money on a system of immigration which
was not to the interests of Western Aus-
tralia. He approved of a system of im-
migration by which we obtained from any
British possession a snitable class of per-
sons from a land settlement standpoint,
but in mwany instances not sufficient pre-
eautions were taken as to whether the
immigrants were likely to be snitable
settlers on the land, and the result was a
number of persons soon after their ar-
rival drifted to the towns, and eame in
competition with our already over-taxed
labour market. It might be better for the
time to stop the importation of immi-
grants, and to spend the money in pre-
venting persons emigrating from Western
Australia to settle on the land.  Theve
were many persons in Western Australia
at the present time anxious to take up
land if there was a prospect of suceeed-
ing, but they recognised that with the
small eapital at their disposal they would
have an uphill fight for the first few
years, with the possibility that after
labouring bard and making considerable
improvements they would lose all they
had been able to get. He was satisfied
if the money was expended in the diree-
tion of ringbarking considerable areas of
land in order that residents of Western
Australia should be given an opportunity
of selecting, a great many persons would
take up land under these conditions.
Many people left their employment and
went on the land in ifs virgin state, and it
took them about three years’ hard labour
before getting any return. They attemp-
ted to clear the land in its green state,
and conld anly elear about 1¢ or a dozen
aeres the first year. If they had not a
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substantial capital they were bound to
fail three or four years after going on
the land. The Government should take
on themselves the ringbarking of land,
and thus allow the timber to die before
the land was settled on.

The Treasurer: That was done.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was only for im-
migrants. While it night be advisable
to see that immigrants who arrived had
every opportunity to get along, we should
afford the same facilities to owr own
people. As to immigrants coming into
competition with the already over-stocked
labonr market, it was a question which
should not be overlooked, and the Immi-
gration Commission reported on this mat-
ter to this effect:—

“The present population of the State
eontains an abmormal proportion of
workers. This condition ean remain
healthy only so long as the mines, for-
ests, cornfields, public works, and the
building trade can keep these workers
employed. Communications with otber
countries being frequent, any demand
for more workers is rapidly supplied.
Under such conditions it is clear that
any State expenditure on the introdue-
tien of men needing employment would
be of doubiful utility, if not a danger-
ous policy., To encourage the immi.
gration of men without means, who
wonld necessarily have to seek employ-
ment from others in order to save the
necessary money with which to improve
their selections, would be detrimental
to the interests of the local workers, and
tend to still farther delay the proper
development of the land., For instance
Mr. Hayter, of Dowerin, told the Com-
mission he went on the land with £13,
and nine days after taking possession
had to seek work elsewhere. Had there
been no employers he must have failed.”

He knew of many persons whe had taken
up land who were previously resident on
the goldfields. These persons had endea-
vonred to ohtain work from their neigh-
bours, and when they found their capital
giving out they had to leave the land and
go to the fields and engage in other em-
ployment with the object of obtaining a
few more pounds to farther develop their
property. These men instead of having
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te find employment elsewhere should be
assisted by the State by- being found em-
ployment in other directions, or the Gov-
ernment should assist them to clear the
land. We were told the Agrieultaral
Bank was at the disposal of settlers, but
it was well known that the first thing a
person with very smaill means did was to
clear a portion of his land so as to ob-
tain a crop as soon as possible, but this
clearing was not taken into consideration
by the Agrieultural Bank until the set-
tler had a G-wire fence around his pro-
perty. That was unfair to early settlers.
The persons who could obtain assistance
from the Agricultural Bank were those
who did not need employment elsewhere.
The Agrienltura! Bank should assist the
settlers in their initial stages.

The CHAIRMAN: This was very-wide
of the item.

My, SCADDAN : While expending
money in assisting immigrants we were
overlooking the requirements of our own
people who desired to settle on the land.
The question of a proper class of immi-
grants was one that should receive every
consideration at the hands of the Gov-
ernment. It was all very well for the
Government to say that the class of per-
sons we were receiving were principally
persons desirous of settling on the soil,
but it shonld not be “principally,” but ab-
solutely all the persons being brought to
this country shourld be settlers, and the
department should see that all the per-
sons were settled on suitable pieces of
land. We- should lay it down that the
persons who received assisted passages
to Western Australia should be land set-
tlers only. We should make them sign
an agreement that in the event of not
taking up land they would hold them-
selves liable to refund the amount of their
passage. It was a very dangerous policy
to pursue to encourage persons of small
means to come to Western Australia with
the hope of smeceeding at once. Instead
of assisting immigration, we should wuse
this money to stop emigration.

The TREASURER: Last year 1,000
immigrants were introduced to the State
—859 from oversea and 163 from the
Eastern States. Of the 839, 272 were
assisted immigrants from England, and
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brought with them a total eapital of
£16,465. The capital ‘qualifieation speci-

fied by the Government was £100 per
family, vecently reduced to £30. It was
absurd fo say we would net allow people
with £16,463 to come to the State. True,
soine of these immigrants did not settle on
the land. Some settled with insufficient
capital., The hon. member spoke of a
man with only £15 taking wp land and
within nine days being forced to seek em-
pioyment. But such employment eould
readily be found by agricultural labour-
-ers. [Mr. Seaddan: No.] The night be-
fore last he (the Treasurer) had heen
told by a farmer in the South-West dis-
triet, 2 man well known to the hon. mem-
ber, that the development of his farm was
in danger of ceasing because he ecould not
get labour at the current rate of wages.
He (the Treasurer) would give the hon.
-member the farmer’s name. There was
.a dearth of domestic servants also; and
these were the two classes of immigrants
whom the Government were endeavonring
to attract. The total number of immi-
grants, though it showed a considerable
inerease on the previous year, was only
1,000 persons in the twelvemonth. The
hon. member could get full information
-at the office.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

Vote, Charities—agreed to.
Vote, Fisheries—agreed to.

Vote, Friendly Societies and Industrial
Arbitration—agreed to.

Vote, Gaols, £32,473 :

Mr. BATH : The Premier should ere
this have dealt with the case of ex-Trade-
Instructor Behan, formerly employed in
the Fremantle prison and dismissed in
-eonsequence of a complaint by a prison-
-er's wife. The case arose some years
ago, and had been ventilated more than
once in the newspapers. In 1903, the
member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) moved
for the papers. Behan had been fighting
.all along for a re-hearing of his case, as
he was smarting under a sense of injus-
tice. Though originally a more serions
-complaint was laid by the wife of the
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prisoner, yet the complaint when boiled
down for submission to the gaol authori-
ties amounted to a statement that Behan
had offered to take letters from her to
her husband in prison. As a matter of
fact, Behan had not been employed in
that part of the gaol where the prisoner
was confined, did not come in contact
with him, and had po opportunity of
conveying letters to him even if willing,
The lady complained that Behan had
spoken to her in a railway train between
Fremantle and Suobiaco ; but even at the
inguiry held by Mr, Lilly, J.P., it was
fonnd that for this interference to take
place the lady must have waited for a
train later than that by which she conld
have reached her destination. The evi-
dence of two gentlemen whom he (M.
Bath) knew well, and whose word he
would acecept—>Mr. Snell and Mr. Phillips
—ras entirely in favour of Behan. In
response to Behan’s representations, a
Gazette notice appeared on Friday, 22nd
Mareh, appointing Mr. Jull, the Publie
Service Commissioner, as a Royal Com-
missioner to inquire into the matter. At
the informal inquiry before Mr. Lilly the
lady was mnot put on oath, nor was
Behan or anyone representing him per-
mitted to cross examine her. Subse-
quently she went to New South Wales,
and at the inguiry by Mr. Jull, Behan’s
solicitor agreed that the lady’s evidence
might be taken on commission. But she
refused either to come here for cross-
examination or to be examined on com-
mission in New South Wales. Mr. Jull
exonerated Behan ; Behan’s solicitor re-
quested that Mr. Jull’s report should he
published ; but nothing had been done.
The Premier had promised to table the
papers, but they had not been produced.
He (Mr. Bath}) had perused all the
evidence, which satisfied him there was
no justification for Behan’s dismissal or
compulsory resignation., Behan was en-
titled either to re-instatement or to com-
pensation.

The ATTORNEY QGENERAL: Of
this matter he had no personal knowledee,
as the ease oecurred before he took office.
Mr. Sayer, Sohicitor (Feneral, personally
conducted the case for the Crown, and
had, in 2 long minnie submitted to the
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Colonial Secretary, expressed his dis-
satisfaction with the result of Mr. Jull’s
inquiry. The minute would be found on

the file, and should be read by the hon.
member, M. Sayer felt himself justified

in differing from the finding of the
Commissioner. .
Ay, Bath : Mr. Sayer was really in the

position of Crewn prosecutor.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : No.
Mr. Saver was not an ordinary advocate
retained for the Crown. The Crown
Solicitor had no greater interest in one
side than in the other.

Mr., ANGWIN :  Judging by the Pre-
mier's reply to a question regarding
prison warders’ hours of duty, one would
have expected some reduction or re-ar-
rangement of these hours. An altera-
tion might be difficult, but it was ex-
pected by the warders, as it had been
foreshadowed in the Press. At the Fre-
mantle gaol the warders worked three
shifts whieh changed every week. In
the first week certain men were on duty
fourteen hours a day for seven days;
in the second week eleven hours a day for
seven days ; in the third week they were
on duty nine hours a day for seven days.
An early alteration would be simply bare
Justice.

The TREASURER had noted the mat-
ter, whieh he would bring before the Col-
onial Secretary.

Ttem—Fremantle Prison. Religious In-
structors, £300:

Mr. COLLIER: There were two in-
structors, one at £175 and the other at
£125. The value of such inmstruetion
was doubtful. If the State paid repre-
sentatives of two denominations, why not
pay all? And why the difference in the
remuneration? Was one clergyman more
dilizent than the other?

Mr, A, J. Wilson: He had been there
longer.

Mr. COLLIER: Surely one brand of
Christianity was not superior to the
others. .

The Treasurer: Probably not; but all
denominations could not .be represented.

Mr. COLLIER wonld not have any re-
presented in this manner. Discharged
prisoners told him that the religious in-
struction was regarded with ridieule.
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The TREASURER: Some time ago,on
visiting the prison, he had understood
that the Church of England clergyman
was the prison ehaplain, and devoted all
his time to the work., Religious instrue-
tion was just as necessary iuside a
prison as outside. If he remembered
rightly, the other elergyman was a Roman
Catholic priest.

Mr. ANGWIN supported the item.
These clergymen did good work for in-
adenquate salaries.

Mr. TROY: Clergymen should not be
paid by the Government but by the people.
It was the duty of elergymen to visit the
gaols. It was surprising that members
should deny the necessity for religious in-
struetion in prisons. A condemned man
often required the advice of a elergy-
man. Sowe memhers treated every re-
ligious topic with unbecoming levity.

My, SCADDAN: The last speaker’s
remarks showed that he needed religious
instrunetion, We should be able to dis-
euss the advisableness of the State paying
for religious instruetion in prisons, with-
out our bemg accused of irreverence. For
years he (Mr. Scaddan) had contended
that other denominations than the two
mentioned did as much good, and that
the best reformatory work was done by
those who tried to prevent the prisoner
from resuming his old life after his re-
lease. [The Treasurer: That was also
done.] Those who were instrumental in
removing discharged criminals from old
associations did more than those who gave
instruetions in prisons. The Government
should arrange with the different de-
nominations to hold services at the gaol
and we could save this money.

Item—Warders (4), Hamel depot £669:

Mr. A, J. WILSON: Had not this de-
pot been abolished ?

The TREASURER: Yes, recently. But
the officers were transferred to some other
part of the State.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

Vote—Harbour and Light, £22,839:

Mr. ANGWIN: Frequently sailors wera
taken off ships and put in the hospital
at Fremantle, but as they were signed
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off the ship’s articles the hospital authori-
“ties had no redress to obtain payment of
the hospital fees. In one case the ship’s
officers, without the knowledge of the hos-
pital anthorities, got a man to sign off
while in the hospital. The ship’s agents
would not aecept the liability for the hos-
pital fees because the man had been dis-
charged. ‘The Minister should instruet
the Shipping Master not fo permit these
men to be signed off, thus allowing the
ship to escape liability.

The TREASURER: One remedy would
lie with the hospital anthorities demanding
a guarantee from the ship’s captain or
from the ship’s agents.

Ttem—Clerk-in-charge
Navigation Act £320:

Mr. TROY: Here was an increase of
£52, As he was opposed to all these in-
ereases he moved as an amendment—

That the item be reduced by £20,

The TREASURER: This officer, Mr.
Sinelair, had spent 30 years in the ser-
vice. He had been for a good many
years underpaid. Similar officers in the
other States received double the salary.

Mr. Bath: But there was five times
the population.

The TREASURER: There was not
five times the amount of work. The £50
additional salary was given to Mr. Sin-
elair for acting as Secretary under the
Navigation Act.

Amendment negatived.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

and Seeretary,

Vote—Lunacy, £25,997 :

Mr. BATH: When would all the pati-
ents be iransferred to Claremont?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
contraet for four wings would be eom-
pleted early in the new year and another
contract had been let. The administra-
tion block, seven wards, the machinery
Tiouse, and the doctor’s residence should
all be ready in eight months’ time, when
it was anticipated all the patients would
he housed at Claremont. A saving of
£3,000 a year wounld probably be effected
immediately all the patients were under
ane roof. - . o
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Item —Inspector General of the Insane,
£750:

Mr. COLLIER: Here was an increase
of £50. Though this was a highly quali-
fied officer, who probably could earmm a
higher salary elsewhere, we should not
make these increases while the Ilower
grades of the service were being re-
trenched. He moved as an amendmeni—

That the item be decreased by £50,

The TREASURER: Six years age Dr.
Montgomery, the Inspector General, was
engaged for a term of five years at £500
a year and quarters, and it was antiei-
pated that if he proved satisfactory and
did good work there would be an increase
at the end of that term. The work was
now double what it was five years ago;
there were twice the number of patients
in the asylum. Dr. Montgomery hiad a
great deal to do with the preperation of
the plans for the new asylum which
would be second to none in Australasia.
During his control of the asylam the cost
per patient had been reduced from 1Gs.
5d. to 13s. 3d., notwithstanding the ad-
verse conditions under which the asylums
were conducfed in the first place. We
eould not retain this doetor’s services if
we did not treat him fairly.

Mr. SCADDAN: That consideration
was not taken into account when Dr.
Blackburne’s case was being dealt with.

Mr. BATH: While opposed to grant-
ing increases in the present financial
position, he believed that if any public
officer deserved an inerease it was Dr.
Mountgomery, who was one doing his
duty to the State and filling a very
onerous position.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: Special skill and
training were needed to fill the position
occupied by Dr. Montgomery, It would
be an unsound policy to sacrifice the
doetor’s services to save a paliry £50 a
year. We had reason to congratulate
ourselves on having secured the services
of such an enthusiastic officer.

Mr. GORDON: It was a strenuous
position to fill and it would be hard to
get a professional man to fill it. What
would Dr. Montgomery save affer 12
years’ service at the proposed increaséd -
salary? The man wwould be worn ont
and would have saved nothing.
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Mr. ANGWIN suvpported the redue-
tion of the item. Dr. Montgomery re-
ceived quarters, water, fael, and light in
addition to the salary which was classi-
fied by the Public Service Commissioner
at a maximom of £700. Even if the
work bad doubled, there were now two
medical officers to deal with it. There
was too great a discrepancy between the
salary of the Inspecior General and. that
of the Assistant Medical Officer, £450.

Mr. HEITMANN opposed the amend-
nment. The salary did not reach the
average earnings of the medical men in
Western Australia,

Mr. TROY supported the amendment
This officer had one of the finest resi-
dences in the metropolitan area. In re-
gard to the figures mentioned by the
Treasurer, they had previously been used
by the Treasurer to prove what redue-
tions would be brought about by the in-
stallation of the electric lighting plant.

The Treasurer: Nothing of the sort.

Amendment put and negatived.

Tiem-—Assistant Medieal Officer, £450:

Mr. TROY: In this item there was an
increase of £57 shown, so he intended to
oppose it.

The TREASURER: The salary of the
oflicer was always fixed at £450, and the
reason why the expenditure last year
was only £393 was that only a portion
of the offieer’s pay was provided for.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

Vote— Medical
£87,502:

Mr. TROY: There was a compact to
report progress at this stage.

The TREASURER: Certainly a com-
pact was entered into but it was never
expeeied that before the stage for ad-
journment was reached we should have
been compelled to sit all night. It was
to be hoped that the next time a com-
pact was made it would be kept better
than the present one had been.

Mr. HEITMANN: There had been no
cbstruetion.

and Public Health,

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

[COUNCIL.]

Aborigines.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 4.34 o’cloct
a.m. Saturday, until the next Tuesday.

Legistative Council,
Tuesday, 10th December, 1907,

Paas
% uestion : Aborigines, ag to Treatment- ... . 141¢€
otion : Metropolitan Water Supply from Mun. L

daring
Bill : Land u.nd Income Tax Assessment, Amend.
ment (six months) negatived, 2r, passed 1417

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4,30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the President : Public Aceounts for
the Financial Year ended 30th June,
1907, accompanied by the Seventeenth
Report of the Auditor General,

By the Colonial Secretary : Report of
the Perth Public Hospital for the year
ended 30th June, 1907.

QUESTION—ABORIGINES, AS TO

TREATMENT.
Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD asked the
Colonial Secretary (without notice) :
1, Has the attention of the Govern-

ment been dvawn to a statement of the
Special Reporter of the West Australian
newspaper, appearing in that paper on
Saturday, Tth December, under the head-
ing “in the Nor' West,” to the effect
that—

“ Natives are assigned to propr ietors
of hotels, and yet to have one of them
intoxicated on the premises is a statu-
tory offence. Personally, I have seen
some of these native servants sampling
the dregs put out from the bar-drain-



