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formred into a limited company, that nuim-
ber beingc too many for a private partner-
ship.

Hon. M. L. Moss : If they exceed
twenty, they must come tinder the Comi-
panies Act.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
I think that number is too large, and a
reduction would be a decided improve-
mnent. One very good feature of the Bill
is that it limits the liability of a sleeping
partner-. At present there are many
small businesses in 'which men of means
would take an interest ; hut as soon as
they do so they become partners, and are
liable for the whole of the debts of the
Concerni. This often deters them from
investing in businesses which might even-
ttially become very large. I think we
should give every encouragement to
moneyed men to buy into smiall businesses.
It often happens that if a man puts a
few hundreds of pounds into a business,
before many years elapse he finds himself
liable for thousands. He is quite willing
to risk th6 few hundreds invested in
the first instance ; and the only method
of overcoming the dimeui-lty is to form a
limited company-a very cumbersome anLd
expensive process for a small concern.
The Bill will solve the prohiem by pro-
viding that -where a person buys into a
business to the extent of say £500, he is
liable simply for that sum and no more ;
but if during- the continuance of the part-
nership he draws out that sum or any
portion of it, he shall be liable for the
debts of thie firm, to the amount of the
portion drawn out. Farther, if a limited
partner takes any part in the mnagemient
of the business, he shall be liable for all
debts and obligations incurred while -he
takes part in the management, as if he
were a general partner. The point is not
quite safeguarded. For example, John
Smith may start a business, and a numnber
of persons well known in the town may
join that business as limited partners.
The mere fact of those residents being
known as connected with that business
would tend to enable John Smith to ob-
tain practically unlimited credit. The
point I wish to emuphasise is that better
publicity should be given as to who are
limited partners in the concern, and ex-

aetly what amount of interest they hi
in it. Publicity is now given as toI
number and namies of limited partner
but that seems to mie insufficient. W
the exceptions I have mentioned, I agi
with the Bill, which will do some amor
of good.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-PFtEMA NTLE GRAVING
DOCK.

Received fromn the Legislative Asse
bly, and read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT,
The House adlour-ned at 5.33 o'cloi

until the next Tuesday.

legislative Eeeemb~p,
Friday, 61h December, 1907.

PA
A 'roratiou Message, Bunlnny Harbour Trust

Leave of Absence ........... ............ IU
Bill: rE~mantie Graving Dock, Sic. debated ... t;
Estimates resunmed: Wofks Votes and Items

farther discussed throughout the night,
Progress...............i

11. igt~tiug, Esiae.................U

The SPEAKER took the Chair
4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PA-PERS PRESENTED.
By the Treasurer :Papers relating

the alleged ill-treatment of Aborigin,
by the Canning Exploration Party.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE-BUI
BURY HARBOUR TRUST BILL.
Message from the Lieutenant Gove

nor received and read, recommending al
propriation for the purposes of the Bil

Bunbury Harbour Trust.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Gordon, leave of

:absence for a fortnight granted to the
.member foW East Perth (31r. Hardwick),
on the ground of ill health.

BILL-FREMANTLE GRAVING
DOCK.

Third Reading, Debate.
The MINISTER FORl WORKS

moved-
That the Bill be now read a third

time.

Mir. BREBBER moved an amtend-
ment-

That the Bill be read this day six
months.

'The reason for adopting this most uin-
usual course was that the House had not
been given an opportunity properly to
record its decision on the question. The
*4vison on the site for the dock was so
close that it was only right members
should he given an opportunity to say
whether lions Head was the proper place
at which to construct the dock.

Mr. DAGLISH: Although he had
spoken pretty strongly against the mea-

-sure on the previous day and was very
anxious to record his vote against it on
the second reading, and would have fol-
lowed that action uip by fighting the Bill
on the third reading, he did not think it
was proper, -when members allowed a Bill
to pass its second reading without a di-
-vision, to endeavour to obtain a catch
vote on the third reading. He would
fight the proposal on the Loan Estimates,
if he had an opportunity, for he still
held a strong conviction against the work.
In the circumstances he would refrain
from voting on the third readinig.

Mr. BUTCHER: ILt was difficult to
follow the reasoning of the member for
'Subiaco (M~r. flaglish). If a man were
honest in his convictions at the time the
second reading of the Bill was put,
surely it was unreasonable that he should
change those opinions when it came to
the third reading. He (Mr, Butcher)
would vote against the measure.

Mfr. COLLIER: The member for
Sabiaco was most inconsistent in his ac-

tion. He stated lie did not believe in
atteiulitng to defeat the Bill now. on a
catch vote, whereas he knew very well
that the second reading -was carried prac-
tically on a catch vote. Moreover it was
carried owing to the neglect of those whlo
opposed it, amiong whom was the ]ueniher
for Stibiaco, as it was their duty to be
in their places wheni the second reading
was submiitted to thre House. If a mnem-
ber lost that opportunity, surely that
was no reason why he shoold not, in sup-
port of his convrictions, vote against the
measure on the third reading. He in-
tended to support the amendment.

Mr. H. BROWN : It was with no
idea of obtaining a catch vote now thai
he would support the amendment. His
action would be taken owing to the in-
decent hasfg hii which the Bill was being
rushed through, Mfid as a protest against
the unseemly lobbyfing and whipping,
not only in the corridors. but openly in
the Chamber, that took place all the pre-
vious evening. It was the most disgrace-
ful exhibition of whipping he had ever
seen. Members should not he pestered,
possibly with the promise of a railway
or something else in the future, into
voting for a measure of this kind.

Mr. TAYLOR : The member for
Subiaco (Mir. Daglish) lied said that thle
present was an inopportune time for the
country to spend ai huge stun of money
on a work of this kind, and especially
seeing that so little information had been
provided, and lied asked the :House to
support hirn in demanding from the
Government and the Minister for W~orks
rmore statistics and data to prove the
necessity for the dock. He (Mr. Tay-
lor) oppo-sed thje measure on several
grounds. The expenditure was not at
present warranted, and the estimate
would be exceeded. The country should
not be pledged to this extent on such
meagre information. Du~ring the second
reading debate lust night he hbad been
called a-way, and when lie returned was
told that the question had been passed
on the'voices by a catch vote, and that a
call for a division had not been heard
by time Chair. He hoped we should not
hare this afternoon a rep~etition of the
whipping- done yesterday,

leave of Aboence.
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Mr. Layman Who did the whipping 9
Mr. TAYLOR -Thle four Fremantle

nienibers. two in Opposition and two on
the Government side, whipped from the
Refreshment Room into this Chamber,
bock and] forward all the evening, and
hie believed they succeeded in influencing,
mlembers.

The Minister for lrorks : Did the bon.
member refer to improper influence I

Mir. TAYLOR would not say ; but the
whipping was positively indecent. He
accused the four Fremantle members of
whipping. Last night the mnember for
East Fremnontle (Mr. Angwin) said the
people of Fremiantle should be congratu-
kated on the unanimity of their repre-
sentatives. Even at this moment the
flagellator was " scooting" round the
Chamber. Members were not blind.
Let them use their eyes to behold the
whipping now going on. He was pleased
to have an opportunity of voting against
this mneasuire, onl the ground indicated in
his speech of yesterday.

The Treasurer: Wh'y did not the hon.
member vote in Commnittee 9

Mr. TAYLOR: In Committee he had
voted to give the Government power to
build a dock on a site outside Fremantle,
if necessary. Four or five years hence,
when the revenue would he charged with
£20,000 per annum for interest and sink-
ing fund on this unwarranted expendi-
tu re, to-night's division list would show
who had voted in favour of the Bill.

Mr. WALKER: Not having been in
the House at last night's division, he
had not been whipped. This great pub-
lic undertaking was not a party question.
Both at Fremantle and East Fremantle
as well as in this House, he had advo-
cated a dock. As the work was neces-
sary, he would not be influenced by the
fact that the Minister for Works was in
chare of the Bill, nor even by the fact
that his (Mb.. Walker's) own constitu-
ents could not obtain absolute necessi-
ties from the Government. He had no
right to be revengful when we voted on
public measures. The only question was
whether the dock was necessary.

Mr. Butcher: There was the question
of finance.

M1r. WALKER : Surely that m
settled. The Treasurer must pay(
piper. He would have the land tax a
the income tax. He wouldf not proce
with the work if the money were x
available. If the work advertised
helped to develop the State, as it must
required at all, we should pass the B
We must not act like the dog int
monger.

Mrt. STUART had been accidenta
prevented from speaking on the seco,
reading, and would have objected to
important a measure, involving so lat
anl expenditure, being discussed int
presence of less than one-third oft
members. If we had, or could
reasonable terms borrow, the money pr
posed to he spent on the dock, ti
money would be far better spent in pa;
of the State now being neglected a
starved. Agricultural members shoi
not be silent on such a question, kno
iag the slight consideration their.
quirements would receive. It wask
mitted that even if the Federal Govej
ment or the Admiralty shared the
peuse, the work would show a hee
loss. No doubt the dock would be nee
sary some day, but its present necess
had not yet been proved. If a few m(
such propositions were adopted, it ivoi
be difficult for the Government to b,
row anywhere. We passed £50,000 1
other night for the Denmark railw
and lands, and from a quarter to thr
quarters of a million last night ont
Works Estimates; yet when votesJ
roads and bridges, and items affecti
the State as a whole, were discuss,
there was an immediate whine about (
financial stringency. Some speeio
arguments were used in favour of t]
Bill. We were told of other docks ti
had been cheaply constructed, and tt
those docks had a certain amount
work to do. We were farther told tt
vessels had to be towed to other poi
to effect necessary repairs. He u
sceptical as to many disabled vess.
having been towed out of this harbe
for such purpose. Fremantle being
wayside port, few vessels would
docked even for inspection the
Vessels were usually docked only at t4

[ASSEMBLY.] Dock Bill.
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ininal ports where they arrived in bal-
last. [The Mfinister for Works :Was
Colombo a terminal port?) Had he
been in the House when the Labour Gov-
ernment introduced a proposition to
build a dock, he mnight have supported
it because the finances of the State
were not then in suchl a disastrous con-
dition. It was time a note of warning
was, sounded against the expenditure of
millions of money without a prospect of
return.

Mr. BOLTON catted attention to the
positively indecent '" whipping " being
done at that moment by the member for
M1t. Margaret (Mr. Taylor), who earlier
in the evening had condemned the mem-
bers for Fremantle for lobbying. One
could not understand the opposition to
this Bill, as almost every member who
spoke had admitted the necessity for a
dlock at Fremantle, yet some of them
were now opposing the third reading.

Mr. UNDERWOOD intended voting
for the Bill, having in his election cam-
paign and since then advocated the con-
struction of a dock at Fremantle. It
mattered little whether the dock would
pay during the first ten or evgin fifty
years; for it should be the aim of this
State to mnake Fremantle the front door
of Australia, and to do this we must have
a properly equipped harbour and dock.
The increase of exports ia the next de-
cade would be much larger than duriaig
the past ten years. He objected to the
parochialism displayed during the con-
sideration of this question, for it ap-
pea red some members had no ideas be-
yond their own particular constituency
or backyard. Members representing
Perth and suburban constituencies op-
posed the Bill; yet compared with out-
back centres, the metropolitan district
had received generous treatment in re-
gard to public works. As to the proposal
that shipping should be brought up the
river to Perth, 'those advocating that
Course would spoil one of the finest
stretches of water in Australia with dust,
dirt, slimec, and smoke caused by ship-
ping. As to getting a subsidy in aid of
the dock, some said that if the work were
not begun a subsidy could not be ex-
pected, while if it were put in hand no

subsidy would be needed from the Im-
perial Government or the Common-
wealth. Farming constituencies would
benefit more than others by a dock, be-
cause this was destined to become n
great -wheat-exporting country. This
State warranted a progressive public
works policy, and lie would support the
Government proposal for a dock, with-
out regard to what mighit or might not
be spent in any particular backyard.

Mr. VERYARD desired to exonerate,
so far as lie "'as concerned, those mem-
bers charged -with lobbying. No whip-
ping would influence his vote, The time
had arrived when a dock should be built
at Fremantle,

Amendment (six months) put, and a
division taken with the following re-
suit:

Ayes
Noes 25

Majority against .. 20
ArTs.

Mr. Drubber
Mr. H. Brown
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Collier

Mr. Taylor
Mr. Stuart (Teller).

HES.
Mr. Angwin
Mr. Barnett
Mr. Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Coaoler
Mr. Davies
Mr. Eddy
Mr. G u
Mr. Hanyward
Mr. Hficks
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Laymen
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. S. F. More.
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. Tray
Mr. Undewood
Mr. Venrd
-Mr. Walker
Mr. Wa
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilsonk
Mr. Gordon (Tolter).

Amendment thus negatived.
Question put and pased.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted]

to the Legislative Council.

ANNUJAL ESTIMATES, 1907-8.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed 'from the previous day, Mr.,
Daglish in the Chair.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (Hon. J..
Price, Minister), discussion resumed.

Eetimates, 1.175.



1376 Estimates: AS.LJ RasadBigs

Subdirision 3-Roads and Bridges,
S70,252-

item-Main road Maintenance, Clare-
mont-Subiaco, M2O:

Mr. Troy had moved an amendment
that the item be struck out.

M r. SCADDAN : Last night the Min-
ister for Works stated he (M1r Scaddan)
,did not understand the principle of votes
zof this nature, and pointed out that the
road from Perth to Fremantle passed
-through several local districts, therefore
it was impossible to ask each of the local
-authorities to maintain the road. There
were many roads of a. siuiilar description
passing through roads board districts.

Thre Minister for Works : Not used to
,the extent that this road was.

M1r. SCADDAN : Was that any -reason
-why the farmer carting grain to the rail-
'Way should have to clear his o-wn track,
while a person who had a dunlop-tyred
motor car could have roads made for him
through the King's Park and in other
places' The maintaining of roads and
-the making of roads were different mat-
Aers. Lest year -when an amount was
-placed on the Estimates for the naiffi-
tenance Of the Kalgoorlie-Boilder road
hle (Mr. Seaddan) protested against it,
because when the Government voted a
sum of money for the making of a road
the Government should not at once be
,ealled upon to vlote a sum for the main-
tenance of that road. There appeared to
he a desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to remove the opposition on the
part of country members by increasing
the vote for several country roads, but
the main roads could only be found, ap-
par-ently, in and around Perth, for out
'Of £3,911 for the maiintenace of mnain
.roads no less a sum than £:3,411 was to be
expended on roads leading into, and out
of, Perth. Tf the policy were made
general one's protest might be removed.

-Sufficient money could be found to mnake
roads in Perth for the purpose of run-
ning rubber-tyred motor cars along, while
in out back districts members could not
even get a track cut. A couple of years
ego an application was made for a grant
of £500 for a road f rom lDoorara to
Kalgoorlie, and only £150 was received.
At the time he told the Minister that it

was no good grantinge a small sum f4
such a road to patch it up and to-d&
the road was, as bad as ever.

Mr. UNiJERWVOOD : Once roads we
made the local authority shonid inainta
them. The -Minister had said there w:
a difference het-ween the Hedland-MNarb
Bar road and the Perth- Fremantle rca
There was a difference. The Ministi
should travel on the Hedland-M1arbie Bi
road and he would see. Along ma:
roads was to be found the most valuab
property and the expenditure of momn
improved the value of all property alor
a main road. No bodies were entitli
to pay for the maintenance of their ron(
more than people living in the subtu'l
around Perth. The farmer had to mal
his own road through the bush if I
wished to carry his -wheat to the railwa
People in out back parTts of the Sta
had to cart their material over bad row
or pay for the maintenance of the rota
themselves, while in Perth the roads wei
maintained by the Government, becan:
there were many mayors and councillo
handy to the Works Department i
could brin influence to bear on tl
Minister.

Mr. JOHNSON supported the amen
nieat. The continuance of the systei
of granting subsidies for the maintenano
of main roads was unsound and wron,
The Minister for Works failed to reali!
th~e size. and magnitude of Western Au
tralia, and the small amouint of mone,
comparatively speaking-, he had to di
tyibute to the various roads board li
tricts of the State. We knew the amoum
of money the Minister had and we a
knew the large amount which it was, pri
posed to expend on roads which had a

ecady been made by the Governmen
WA'hy was this so 9

The Minister :For the same reasc
that the amounts were placed on tI
Estimates when the hon. member -m
Minister.

Mr. JOHNSON: The reason was th.
the amounts had been promised. Wlif
he (Mr. Johnson) became Minister fi
Works, the Estimates for the year hi
been framed.

The Minister: Why was it continuc
the next year?

(ASSEMBLY.3 Roadg and Bridges.
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Mr. JOHNSON : The Government
that year had arranged to discontinue
the system of giving grants towards the
maintenance of main roads. He (Mr.
Johnson) went through the country and
everywhere he spoke he told the roads
boards that hie would not continue the
practice in the future, and after success-
fully breaking this system down, and
after the roads boards realised the posi-
tion, we now found the system again
continued. When Minister he had re-
ceived requests for grants to maintain
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder road, and he
agreed to provide £5,000 to construct the
road on the distinct understanding that
the local governing bodies should ask
for no farther grants for the mainten-
ance of the road, and Parliament passed
the money on that distinct understand-
ing. Now to-day the Attorney General
was able to influence the Government to
get this special grant for maintenance.

The Attorney General-. It was not in
the Kalgoorlie electorate.

Mr. JOHNSON: While we gave these
special grants we were reducing the
grants for clearing roads in agricultural
districts, and road boards subsidies.
The member for Irwin should oppose
these grants. The roads in the Moora
district were absolutely disgraceful ex-
cept one that led out to the property
of an ex-Minister of the Crown. The
Minister for Works knew that the
Popanyinning-Pingelly main road was
in a disgraceful state.

The Mlinister :It was a fair country
road and ran alongside the railway line.

.Mr. JOHNSON: It was in a bad con-
dition. It was a main road. The main
roads did not begin at Fremantle and
end at Perth, or at Midland Junction.

The Minister: The hon. member intro-
duced a deputation asking for a grant
for the main road from Perth to Mid-
land Junction.

Mr. JOHNSON: True; but the main
road through Midland Junction con-
tinued towards Gingin, Mundaring, and
Beverley. It was one of the most impor-
tant roads of the State. The sum of
£550 was granted last year for the
Perth-Midland Junction road, but all
the municipality of Midland Junction

teceived of that sum was £20; and the
municipality, having spent £250 in
making portion of the road, considered
they should get a litle more considera-
tion from the Government. Therefore,
they asked him to head the deputation.
They were well aware that he was op-
posed to this practice of granting assist-
ance to main roads, but they pointed
out that the practice was continued, and
that they wvanted a fair distribution.
With this object he had sympathy..
That was why he had headed the depui-
tation though he was opposed to the
general practice. Country members at
least should support the amendment.,
In striking out this item they would.
assist the Government financially, and
would show the Minister that the House.
would not tolerate the practice of giving
grants for the maintenance of roads.
already made by the Government.
Another matter not to be lost sight of-
was that by the Government expenditure,
on these roads the rating value of the
property 'was higher, and the municipali-
ties collected higher rates, and then the
Government based the distribution of'
the municipal subsidy on the higher rate.
The position was unsound. The Min-
ister could not have gone into the files-
of the department. These local autho-
rities gained higher subsidies through
the increased values brought about by
these special gr-ants.

The M1inister: The subsidy was given
on the mileage.

Nfr. JOHNSON: At Cue the Minister
contended that the distribution of the
subsidy -was to be based on the amnouut
of rating; now the Minister claimed it
was to be on the mileage. This wvas a
reversal of policy which one could not
follow.

The MINISTER: There was no re-
versal of policy. The hon. member was
misleading the House, though perhaps
not wilfully. Apparently the hon. mem-
ber could not grasp the simplest propo-
sition, The hon. member was aware
that there was a bunch of items deal-
ing with specific roads for which speci-
fic grants were made and the hon. mem-
ber knew these grants depended abso-
hutely on the question as to whether

Estimates .
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they were urgent public works. These
grants so bunched were supposed to b'e
the mast urgent public works. Then
there was the other system of having
a general grant, this year of £3.5,000,
which was allocated, as stated at Cue,
in accordance with the manner in which
the roads boards were rated. The lion.
member, when Minister, had done
exactly the same thing, When the hon.
mnember was iii office these special grants
appeared on Estimates prepared by him,
and submitted by the succeeding Govern-
ment, It was idle for the lion. memher
to say that he had only brought down
these special grants on Estimates pre-
pared by a preceding Government.

Mr. JOHNSON: Those grants were
granted on the distinct understanding
that they were to he final grants. The
roads boards were informed that they
-would receive no more money for mrain-
tenance of main rp' ads. He had fought
the question for months, and had suc-
cessfully educated the roads boards in
that direction, hut now we found the ald
system re-introduced. No wonder one

got annoyed. These roads -were paid
for originally out of Government money,
and now the State was being called upon
-to maintain them. The roads boards
should be made to realise that the Gay-
,emnent grant mnust be distributed in
country districts for the purpose of open-
ing up new country, and not for main-
taining roads in the vicinity of the met-
ropolis which had already had too much
money spent on them.

Mr. FOULKES: With regard to the
road between Perth and Fremantle, the
residents of Claremont and Cotteslae
hardly used that portion which ran
through their districts. The road was
originally made by the Government, but
the people who used it were the residents
of Perth and Frenmantle. One had only
to watch the traffic to realise that it was
the carriers who did most harm in cut-
ting up this road. Certainly they paid
a wheel tax but that was a very small
contribution. At present the road was
in a very bad state of repair, but it was
impossible to expect the many local au-
thorities along the track between Perth
and Fremantle to pay for repairing it,

especially as they did not use it to an
extent.

Mr. Johnson : The Pert h- Fremiantl
road was different from many others fc
which grants were suggested, as it wa
the only Government road in the State.

Mr. FOULKES, That road had neve
been put into proper condition. Cei
tainly a great deal of money Lad bee
spent on it, but it had not been properl
constructed. One year the Governiner
spent £20,000 in order that it might h
put in reatly good order, hut it onl
lasted for two or three years. The war
should 4e taken in hand properly. A
enormous amount of money was require
for roads in the agricultural district!
and he hoped the demand would increas
because it would show there was in crest
ing Settlement in the country.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was his intentio
to oppose every vate on the Estimate
for the purpose of maintaining roads
and he would continue to do that so lan
as Illaces were starving for Grovern ineri
assistance. The Government were gain
to spend £200 in the maintenance of thi
road between Claremont and Subiacr
while at the same time they w~ere refusin
to grant a few hundred pounds to ape
up the road between Meekatharra an
Peak Hill. By the opening tip of a roa,
the distance would be decreased by 2
miles.

The Minister for Works: An inspe(
tor had rep orted adversely on the work.

MT. HOLMAN: Inspectors too ofte
made reports to suit Ministers, and if w
could shift some of those tools the cou"]
try would be better off. Dir. Ankete
had never been over the road at all.

The Minister: The surveyor had bee
over that very roaid.

Mr. HOLMAN: Had the Minister nt
ceived the report of Mr. Oldhaui and Mi
Morgans, the surveyor 9

The Minister had offered to g o ve
the road with the member himself, but h
would not go.

Mr. HOLMAN: At that time thle Mir
ister was helping the Combine to issue
summons against him (Mr. Holmn"
and he was, therefore prevented fro'
going. Perhaps the 'Minister wanted 1h
to go to gaol and work in a road gpang.

rASSEXIBLY.L Roada and Bridges,
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'The M1inister wanted to save the hon.
member from going to gaol.

Mr. HOLMAN: The expenditure of
£800 (or £1,000 Qn the road between
Meekatharra and Peak Hill would lessen
the difference between the former place
and Nannine by 25 miles. As no grants
were made for opening up new country
the sooner we did away with the expendi-
ture for maintenance of roads the better.
The district hie represented, which had
turned ount over two million pounds'
worth of gold, had 1,400 miles of roads,
and where every ton of stuff had to be
carted over the roads, there was not so
much to be spent as was proposed for
this small portion of the road between
Claremont and Subiaco. At Mount Mag-
net there were four roads boards, and
they could not get more than £200 for
the upkeep and construction of the roads
there. The whole of the money avail-
able was being utilised to sweeten lip the
people in this part of the State.

[3ir. Foulkes took the Chair.]

Mr. HOLMAN :Let the Governiment
spend the money they had in opening lip
roads in agricultural and goldields areas.
Between Nannine and Wiluna, a distance
of 150 miles, there was a road for wvhich
no money was granted year after year for
the upkeep, and along this road was one
particular sandy stretch through which
teams had to travel with difficulty. The
Government had refused to granit a sumi
of money to sink a well in this sandy
patch. Why was it that year after year
money was granted for the maintenance
of the Claremiont-Subiaco road when ap-
plications were made from out back places
to make new roads and not a solitary
1stiver " "vas granted ? He intended to

oppose every item in the Roads and
Bridges Vote. It had been said that
other main roads were receiving grants,
butl the whole of the main roads appar-
efitly led into Perth. The only other
road receiving consideration was the Kal-
goorlie-Boulder road, and every member
who camne from that part of the State
said that thle money was not required.

Mr. Bath : The deputation asking for
this grant was introduced by him.

Mr. HOLMAN :The members for
Boulder and Ivanhoe had said so.

Mr. Collier :This road was not in his
district.

Mir. HOLMAN: The member for Ivan-
hoe in speaking on the question said the
meason thle amount appeared on the Esti-
mates was because he had opposed it year
after year. He (AMr. Hohinan) had made
applications for g-rants for roads in his
district hut received nothing. Next year
he would solid in a notice to the Miinister-
saying he was opposed to any grants be-
ing made in his district and then perhaps
money would be granted. The Nannine,
to Peak Hill road was in such a bad con-
dition that the cartage charge was from.
30s. to £C2 per ton. The road from Nan-
nine to Meekatharra, a distance of 24
miles, wag in a very bad condition after
a shower of rain, and the cartage rates at
those times were raised 4s. per ton per
mile. Money could not be obtained to
put that road in order. Why were there
grants for thle maintenjance of two roads
between Claremont and Subiaco when
other roads required to be opened uip and
could not get assistance ?

Mr. DAGLISH undpr-stood the position
taken up by the member for Guildford
who opposed all votes for maintenance.
But if votes for maintenance were al-
lowed, this road offered the strongest case
for a maintenance vote from. the Govern-
ment. It was no part of the ordinary
Pe~th-Freniantle road. The Perth-Fre-
mnantle road rail along outside the Perth
Park by the side of the liver, the Mount's
Bay road, and did not touch Subiaco at
any part of its course. It was a road
connecting. it wras true, Perth and Fre-
mantle by way of Claremont, but did not
touch Subiaco. Therefore that munici-
pality was not interested. Whether the
Pcrth-Frnnantle road was maintained or
not by tile Government or any municipal
body, , or whether it was allowed to fall
into disrepair, did not concern Subiaco.
But the Clareinont-Subiaco mad was very
excceptional for the reason that between
Claremont and Sirbiaco there was a dis-
tance of about three ailes covered on one
side solely by railway property. Them
was not a single piece of private property-
onl one side of the road, and on the other-

4-
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at least one mile was covered by the
length of the Karrakatta Cemetery, which
again was a piece of public land that did
not contribute a, penny in the shape of
rates. In addition to that there was a
fair length of reserved land as well vested
in the Government. It would be seen
that there were about four or five miles of
public lands en this one road which was
only about three miles in length. With
this long stretch of Goverrnnent land on
both sides there was a very strong case
for maintenance, if maintenance was al-
lb'wed. This road was more used as the
road between Perth and Fremantle and
it was used principally by carriers who
paid taxes to Perth or Fremantle, but did
not take out licenses in Perth or Clare-
mont. All the cemetery traffic--and it
was a large proportion of the traffic on
that road from the Perth side of Clare-
mont-went over that road. The munici-
palities of Claremont and Subiaco were
not interested in the funeral traffic from
outside their boundaries, and funeral
traffic should be carried over roads as per-
feet as possible. One felt the desire that
funerals should have the minimum of dis-
comfort. The interjection made by the
member as to what.amount Colonel Bruce
paid for this land showed there was a
misapprehension that this i-oad and the
Pert h- Fremantle road were identical.
They were over a mile apart, but they
junetioned -at Claremont and was the
Pcrth-Frernantle road from there.

At 615, the Chairman left the Chair.V At 7.30, Chair resumned.

M1r. GORDON :It was not true thal
r-oads in the Victoria Park inunieipalit3%
-vere niaintained by the Goverunmeni:.
JLast year the council spent on tse Perth-
Guildford road, the Perth-Albany road,
and Suburban Road, Ki, 3OO, of which the
Gomvernment provided only £C148. [Mr.
h4.addan :What about the subsidy ?]
Other municipalities receiived like sib-
sidlies. The member for Brown K~ill
CALL. Bath) stated that the roads around
Perth, and especially in Victoria Park,
were all maintained by the Government.
The Belmont Roads Board, twelve years
in existence, had never received a shilling

from the Government for road-maqking;
vet it maintained and much improved the
Belmont section of the Perth- Guild ford
road. [Mr. Holman :Who received all
thlis money 91 Search the Estirates.
It did not come to the Canning electorate.
The main road through Victoria Park
was an old block road, and every year
ten or fifteen chains were pulled uip ard
good metal substituted. Next year he
would look to the Opposition to support
his request for assistance towards maini-
taining the main roads in the Canning
electorate.

[Mtlr, Hudson took the -Chair.]

Air. COLLIER . Each year the dis-
cussion on these items to maintain maiin
roads termninated with the defeat of the
amendment to strike them out ; but last
year some Government supportenrs said
that though they voted for the items,
they would not vote for them again. The
battle should not be left to the Opposi-
tion. Only two days ago the Colonial
Secretary pointed out in another place
the urgent need for increased taxation,
and the Mlinister for Works recently
stated at a social function that the Gov-
ernment must beg, borrow or steal money
front somewhere. The Claremont-
Subiaco road did not need anythin like
£200 for its maintenance. It was well
constructed, and was used by few heavyv
vehicles. The Kalgoorlie-Boulder road,
to the Boulder Block, was set down for
£500 in addition to £160 last year, while
the other -road, from Kalgoorlie to Boul-
der proper, was entitled to a like amount,
yet had received nothing since it was coni-
structed.

The Attorney General :For half the
distance the two roads were blended in
one.

Mr. COLLIER :Yes ; but the lar- r
percentage of the item- would he spent oii
the Boulder Block road, and the expendi-
ture was unnecessary ; for the road, con-
structed within the last two years at. a
cost of about £5,000, was in fairly go ~i
condition, and would be for years to
comne. Why was nothing set down for
the other road ? When the Minister
visited Boulder some months ago he said,
ma reply to the council's requests for -s-
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si.,amie, that lie could not grant ruontvy
for the maintenance of roads unless ttcv
were bona fide main roads connectirgI
on~e town witi- another. Then why inot
provide something for the Kalgoorlie-
Boulder road, known as Federal 'Road,
which carried infinitely more traffic than
the Boulder Block road I Last winter
he (M1r. Collier) found some country
roads in a deplorable condition. About
a mile front Cunderdin he had almost t.-
swimi to catch the train. Driving from
Davyhurst to Goongairrie he found a
stretch of about five miles of sand where
the wagon wheels sunk up to the naves.
All time monecy was squandered in and
around Perth, on roads which the aid
joining property-owners could well af-
ford to maintain. Let agricultural miem-
bers help to compel the people who usedl
these roads to pay for them.

Tire ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
discussion might be divided into two
parts: one dealing with the principle of
subsidising local bodies to maintain main
roads,. and the other with the distribu-
tion of the mioneys available for that
purpose. Opposition members attacked
the geiierai principle, and then sonic-
what inconsistently complained because
tire money was not spent in their dis-
tricts. The principle of subsidising local
governing bodies for maintaining main
roads was open to clillenge on the part
of unenihers, and was one that led to
local governing bodies neglecting their
duty arid casting a burden on the State
that the State might well ask them to
bear themselves, but the practice had
been in vogue and had been maintained
by successive Governments, so that it was
in~advisable to abolish it in one day, other-
wise we should leave these local bodies
stranded. The best way was to abolish
these grants, by degrees. That course
would confer no hardship. [Mr. Seed-
dan: Make a start now.] However, a
case umight be made out under certain
circumstances for these grants. Take
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder road. For a
nmumnber of years it was impossible for
any local governing body to raise enough
rates from the area through which this
road passed, because from the boundary
of Kalgoorlie to the Boulder Block there

was no rateable property, and it would
be grossly unfair to ask any local govern-
ig body to maintain that road in such
circumstances. We were therefore hound
to make exceptions to the general prin-
ciple that local governing bodies should
maintain main roads. The question was
where these exceptions were to begin and
where to end. Each case must be con-
sidered on its merits. The main street
of North Fremuantle was largely main-
tained from Government grants, because.
a great portion of the land abutting on
the road was Government land, and most
of the traffic which wore out the street
was traffic which originated from and
was destined to beyond the boundaries.
of the municipality.

M.TROY opposed the principle of
the Government maintaining any road.
No members on the Opposition side had
asked for these. grants.

The Minister: The hon. member was
granted a sumn for the maintenance of-
the road f romi Mount Magnet to Black
Range.

fr. TROY had not asked for any sum.
for maintaning that road. If he did,.
no assistance had been given; there. was.
certainly no provision on the Estimates.

The Minister: The hon. member asked
for and was granted assistance 12 months
ago when the road was damaged by fioods-
That was maintenance.

Mr.% TROY: The road was opened by
teamsters, and if it became boggy the
roads board might ask for a little assist-
auce from the Government bitt he would
be the last to ask the Government for a
grant for the maintenance of a road in.
his district. He was satisfied it he re-
ceived assistance towards getting new
roads and making themi where required,
but he objected to the Government main-
taining roads made in the first place by
the State. One beard evenvhere through-
out the country of the need for new roads.
to assist the farmers, bitt very little as-
sistance could be given, because most of
the mioney was spent around the metro-
politan area. There were four roads-
boards in his electorate. The only ap-
plication made by the Mount Magnet
Roads Board was to put the road between
Black Range and Mount Magnet in order-

Estimates:
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in the bad spots, and onl this road there
-was more traffic than on any other coun-
try road. The Murchison Roads Board,
-which was partly in the Gascoyne eke-
torate, bad asked for a grant to repair
damage through floods. That "'as the
only assistance given unless the member
for Gascoyne had got farther money. The
-Black Range Roads Board had also re-
'ceived seine assistance ;but outside these
there were no grants onl the Estimates for
the Mfount Mfagnet electorate during the
past two or three years. It was a bad
principle to give money for the mainten-
ance of a road, seeing that the money
could be better spent in opening up new
roads.

MAt'. BOLTON :While it was bad in
principle to maintain main roads, one re-
cognised that a main road to and from
:districts was different to a main woad pas-
sing through a district with no benefit to
that district. The main road in the North
Fremanthe municipality was of no use
-to the district. It was hardly tjsed by the
,district, and hardly any revenue was
gained by the municipality from the land-
.adjoining the Perth-Fremautle road.

Mr. Underwood :Who owned the land
along that road I

Mr. BOLTON: The Government owned
the land onl both sides of the road. The
nmunicipality could collect no revenlue
from it, hut the Government insisted that
the road must be. kept in good repair or
else they would deduct fromn the subsidy
for the municipality enough mioney witli
-which to do the -work. If the road were
of use to the people of the municipality
the council would gladly do the work
themselves, hut it was thle merchants of
the State who carted their goods to Perth
who cut uip thle road to such anl extent.
At present the Government dlid not give
the local bodies anything like enough to
keep that road in proper order. Last
-year the share of the North Fremnantle
council of the £:1,650 voted for the ninin-
tenance of the road was £C195. In addi-
tion to expending that mioney thie council
spent £C500 or' £600 in remaking a por-
tion of the road. If the Government
would put the r-oad in thoroughly good
order and then hand 'it over to the local

governing body, the latter would maintain
it.

Mr. TAYLOR :Very little money in
the way of rates was obtained by the
local bodies who controlled the area
through which the road ran, and in those
circuinstances, it was hardly fair- that they
should be called upon to contribute al
the mioney for maintenance. There wao;
force in the argument advanced, however,
that it was only reasonable that the local
bodies should hie notified that thle main-
tenance of tie road should in the future
be Lndertaken by tiem wvithout assistance
from the Governmlent. There was a large
numiber of roads in the district hie repre-
sented, notably those fron Laverton to
Wi rtville, Mforgo us anid Lancefleld, which
had been cleared and cot by the residents
in the early days. These were 31ow under
the control of the new Mount Margaret
Roads Board, and it would only he a fair
thing if thle Government gave somie assist-
ance to this hoard. fit the past very
little assistance had been granted by the
Government for the construction or up-
keep of roads in that locality.

Mr. HEJTMANN :There was not one
itemn on thle Estiniates foi' his district, but
that was owing to the fact that the people
of Cue and district were prepared to as-
sist themselves. Al1though they were
asked to send in a list of their require-
inents hie had not heard fromn themn. Thme
present systemn of granting Government
assistance for the maintenalnce of roads
was entirely wronig, especially when thle
roads were in well populated districts.
Perth ind suburbs had thle benefit (of this
road ;therefore the local authorities
should pay for the upkeep. Why the
Government carm'ied omit a policy of greas-
ing the fat pig iii this way lie could niot
understand. rrhe Gover-nment and Many
members of the House appeared to look
oil Perth and suburhs as the chief places
for consideraitin. The Goverinuent
should assist in every possible wa ry dis-
tncts con1taining industries on which
Perth and its suburbs lived. If we had
nlot farmimg arid mining industries he
would like to know what Perth would be
like. it was uiseless to say that this road
r-anl througL h maniky mun11icipalities, for that
w'as oin reason Nvhmy the Government should

(ASSEMBLY.] Roads and Bridges.



Estimates: [6 DzEMBER, 1907.] Roads and Bridges. 1388

maintain it. The road running out of
Midland Junction wvent to Cue; therefore
why should not the Government pay for
the upkeep of that road right through q
The country was badly in need of money
for well sinking and road making in
outback places ;therefore money should
not be granted for the upkeep of roads
where, the population wvas great. A
stranger looking at the Estimates would
comle to the conclusion that there were
no goldfields in the State at all. it
seemned to him that the policy was, and
had been for some time past, spoils to the
victors. The Government were in power
now, hut a time would come when the
Labour Party wvould have something to
say. The Labour Government wvheni in
power decided to increase all the subsidies
to municipalities and abolish special
grants. It was a bad policy to decrease
the subsidies and then give special grants.
It meant that those who could get into
the greatest favonur with the Minister
would receive the largest share. One had
only to look at the Estimates to see that
policy carried out. There was column
after column of grants and hardly a
penny for the goldfields. The natural
industries of the State should be suppor-
ted, but the Government only granted
money to districts depending on those in-
-dustries.

'Mr. ANGWIN: There "'as a greater
population in the metropolitan district;
therefore a larger amount was required
for the upkeep of roads there. If mem-.
bers calculated the amount paid in rates
an(I taxes by the people living in the
populous area.% they would see it far
exceeded that paid in any other portion
of the State. While people had the
privilege of living in the metropolitan
area they also had the privilege of pay-
ing td live in that area. As far as the
Perth-Fremantle road was concerned
the traffic warranted the stum granted
by the Government for its upkeep.
Take a municipality like North Fre-
mantle. That district for years had
charged the highest rate possible under
the Municipalities Act to keep the dis-
trict roads in order. If the North Fre-
mantle municipality had to keep the
main road running through theli' district

in repair they would not be able to
raise sufficient money to do so. The
people of North Fremantle would have
to pay for the upkeep of a road which
was provided principally for the uise of
other people who would not pay a penny
towards the upkeep. For years on the
south side of the river the upkeep of
the main road had been very expensive,
but it was nothing to be compared with
the cost of upkeep of the road mentioned
in the item. If members realised the
traffic that went over the road they
wvould see the justice of the grant. 1f
he could by his vote strike out every
grant and place every district on an
equal footinig he would do so; but that

wasimpssble. Fremantle received a
benefit from the road running from
Perth to Fremantle, but the intermediate
districts got nothing. Even the lorries
that used the road were licensed in
either Perth or Fremantle. The portion
of the Fremantle road from the bridge
to the town was kept in repair by the
municipality; and the amount of money
required for this purpose was greater
than many other municipalities could
bear. There wvere votes on the Estimates
for tite goldfields; there was the 1CM-
goorlie-Boulder road, and later on Kal-
goorlie "'as mentioned again, Cue and
other places. He regretted that so small
an amount was on the Estimates for the
district he represented, but hie reco-
nised it wvas impossible to have all the
money lie would wish for his district.

Mr. JOHNSON :The Minister for
Works had twitted him (Mr. Johnson)
with a reversal of opinion on this ques-
tion of main roads. He had turned uip
Ilonsard, and in speaking on the Esti-
unites hie had the honour of introducing
when Minister for Works, he stated he
was opposed to the granting of sums of'
mney for the maintenance of roads
already constructed ; but if we gave
grants for maintenanice wve could not
limit them to roads in the metropolitani
area. He (Mr. Johnson) cut down the
grants by 50 per cent. Most agricul-
tural members were then in Opposition,
and many of them agreed with him that
the maintenace of main roads by the
Government "'as absolutely unsound in
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principle. He had subsequently pointed
out to local bodies that if the Labour
Government remained in office there
would be no more assistance for main-
taining main roads. The Perth-Fle-
mantle road, however, was recognised as
a Government road.

11r. Bolton: Last year it was handed
over to the local bodies, who were re-
quired to keep it in repair.

Mr. JOHNSON: If so, all main roads
were now in the same position. Let us
settle this question once for all, instead
of repeating this discussion every year.
Why' should these moneys be voted to
municipalities in the metropolitan area?
He appealed to agricultural members to
strike out this item. Such action would
not harass the Government, but would
assist the newv areas to which it was the
duty of the House to pay special atten-
tion.

Mr. BUTCHER would vote to strike
out the item as a protest against the
enormous sums spent on such roads,
wvbile so little was granted for roads in
outlying districts. Every year this item
was attacked for the same reason.* For
the Perth-Midland Junction road £500
was provided, altogether unnecessarily,
for the road was to his knowledge as
good as any in the State. Some roads
in farming districts were impassable
bogs, over which it was almost impos-
sible for a settler to take his produce
to market. On the 1903 Estimates Mr.
Pigott drew attention to the average ex-
ipenditure of £8,000 a year on the Perth-
Fremnantle road, which wvent through
four of the wealthiest municipalities in
the State.

The Minister for Works :It did not
go through four municipalities.

.Mr. BUTCHER: In reply, the then
Minister said with some truth that the
road was used more by visitors hnd
casnal travellers than by residents
and that an attempt to have it main-
tained by local bodies supported by sub-
sidies bad resulted in getting- tile road
into a dreadful state. In the same dis-
cussion 1Mr. Thomas showed that in three
years £50,000 had been spent by the
Government on this road twelve miles
long, and Air. Hastie said we must have

spent £150,000 on metropolitan roads,
to assist land-owners.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Those figures did not apply to these-
Estimates.

31r. Butcher : They showed what had
been spent onl the roads.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS : One.
wvould imag-ine that the Government paid
the whole cost of maintaining those roads,.
whereas they paid practically one-third
of thle cost of maintenance, according to,
the estimate of the departmental engin-
eer, onl whose certificates the municipali-
ties concerned received fixed sums. Con-
sider the disparity between the nssist-
ance received by local authorities in the
metropolitan area, and by some of the
outback local bodies of wvhich we heard
to-night.' We had heard of the horrible
treatment mected out by the Government
to the Mft. Magnet Roads Hoard. Last
year that board collected £138 in rates,
and received fromn the Government £450.
Ten times more traffic went over the
Perth-Fremantle road than over the road
at Mt. Magniet. The member for Mt.
Mafrgaret (Mr. Taylor) spoke of his
model roads board ; but last year it col-
lected £187 out of £496 for rates due,
and received £471 from the Government;
and the administrative expenses of the
board for the year 1905-6, the latest for
which returns were available were £447.
The municipality of East Fremantle,
wvhich collected £1,800 or £1,900 in
the year, received only 13s. 6id. in
the pound by way of subsidy,. while
country roads boards received £3 or £1
from the Government for every pound
raised locally. Was it not hypocritical
for country members to object to rants
for main roads ? If members opposite
advocated wiping out all assistance to
local authorities there mnight be sme-
thing- in it ; but while roads districts
were assisted as they were, surely we had
a right to consider centres of population
where there was a considerable amount
of traffic over the roads. The Popan-
yinning-Pingelly road, referred to by the
member for Guildford, was not a main
road, it was simply a local road. The
main roads in that neighbourhood were
from Pingelly to Narrogin, passing-



Estimates: [6 DECEMBER, 1907.] .Roads and Bridges. 1385

through Mourambine and Wickepin, and
from Beverley to Williams, passing by
the Dale River and Staunton Springs. A
main road was a road with through
traffic between two districts, passing
through intermediate districts not in-
terested in it.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE : In the Great
Southern Railway district the main roads
were those that ran out from the railway
and acted as feeders to the railway.
Other roads running parallel with the
railway such as the Popanyinning-Pin-
gelly road were merely for the conveni-

-ence of the people in the two districts.
The MINISTER :The member for

Mount Magnet had received assistance
for the main road to Black Range. He
(the Minister) could not pledge himself
that if he were in office next year he
would cut down these grants. Members
should recognise that on the amounts
raised more assistance was given to out-
back local authorities than to those in the
metropolitan area. He had put these
grants on a logical and sound basis.
The grant for the Perth-Fremantle road
was £.1,050 last year, bitt was reduced to
£1,061 this year, a fair and reasonable
su. The arrangement was not a netter
of caprice.

Mr. JOHNSON : It was time there
was some reduction on this road. The
Minister was getting credit for the la-
bour of others, blecause some years ago
arrangements were made for stationing
water carts along the road to considerably
reduce the cost of maintenance.

21r. Bolton : There were no wvater
carts supplied by the Government for-
North Fremnantle.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Minister was
wrong in claiming that they were justified
in giving special consideration to munici-
palities because they raised more rates.
It must not be forgotten that the inunici-
politics depended on outlying districts.
If there wvas development in the outlying
districts, it meant greater valuations
in the populous centres and consequently
higher rating. He would rather vote to
strike out items for his own electorate if
he could guarantee that by so doing he
would give more assistance to country
districts where the roads boards were do-

iug great development work for the State.
It was time members made a special ap-
peal for a little encouragement to roads
boards, and it wvas time those roads im-
mediately under the notice of the M~inister
]fl the metropolitan area received less at-
tention.

Mir. BUTCHER; The Minister was
unfair in making a comparison between
the municipalities and the roads boards
without giving consideration to the
amount of mileage the roads boards had
to control. A grant of £500 wvent no-
where when there was 500 miles of road
to keep in order. To show how the Mini-
ster treated the outlying districts, the
Lower Gascoyne Roads Board had ap-
plied for assistance to sink two wvells.
The work was estimated to cost £150 for
each well, but the Minister offered a grant
of £60 towards the two. It was impos-
sible to develop these districts without
some proper assistance. Members should
oppose these grants for the metropolitan
areas.

Mr. HOLMAN: In the Murchison dis-
trict there were great leng-ths of road to
be inaintainurt In the Peak Hill roads
district there was hundreds of miles of
roads, and not a soul along them between
the centres of population.'

Yhe Minister: The Peak Hill Roads
Board collected £25 in rates and spent
£C126 in administration.

Mr. HOLAkN: The Peak Hill Roads
Board had to maintain the road from
Peak Hill to Meekatharra.

The MINISTER: The rest of the State
maintained it.

Mr. Butcher:' And the State got the
benefit.

Mr. HOLMAL4N :Au expenditure of
£:1,000 would enable the roads hoard to
make a direct track betwveen .Meekatharra
and Peak Hill, thus saving 25 miles,
and which would avoid that part of the
country where, by the floodwaters of the
Murchison and Ord Rivers, the present
track was at times covered with 20 miles
6f water. These floods time after time
washed away the work the roads board
did in maintaining the present track,
but the Government could give no assist-
ance towards this direct track. The Gov-



1886 Estimates: [ASSEMBLY.] Roads and Bridges.

eminent engineer's report on the matter
was balderdash.

The MINISTER: Were there no peo-
pie in the different centres who would
pay something? Surely Peak Hill could
raise more than £C25. How many public
houses were there in Peak THil

.Mr. HOLMAN could not say. Peo-
jple in the back country had to pay
through the nose all the time, and yet
they received no consideration. It was
these people wvho found most of the rev-
came for the State. The member for
Canningl (Mr. Gordon) had said that no
portion of the district he represented got
any money at all from the Government.
It wvas marvellous that no member would
admit that his district received anything
out of this vote for maintenance. it
was impossible to get even a few pounds
for sinking wells in the back country.

[The Minister for Works: Was the hon.
ineniber in order in referring to wells in
the lback country when speaking to the
item)?

The CHAIRMIAN: It was not alto-
gether in order, hut the discussion was a
Ibroad one, on the inintainance of main
road., generally

Mr. HOLMAN: rThe reference was
mnade as an argument that the money
Proposed to be spent in the maintenance
of the road in question could much better
be expended in sinking wells in the back
country w~here they were very badly
needed. Statements had been made about
the state of the Perth-Fremantle road,
but in his opinion it was in very good
order. .Memibers had been twitted with
opposin& the present itemn because there
were no votes down for their particular
district. He, personally, would be per-
fectly satisfied if no money were spent
on his district if other districts wvere
treated in a like way. When, however,
so much money was voted to certain dis-
tricts, and so much spent in such a waly
that it was sure to be wasted, whereas
in other districts not a penny could be
obtained, although it was very badly
needed, be was compelled to oppose the
item. The local bodies along the road
in question could not be spending their
quota in maintenance. At all events
whatever might he said with regard to the

heavy traffic along the Perth-Fremantle
road, that which wvent over the Subiaco-
Claremont road was very light, consisting-
chiefly of light carriages and vehicles
going to the cemetery.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: As one respon-
sible for the construction of the road in
the early days he had listened with in-
terest to the debate. There was a gooc:
deal in what members had said on the
question of maintenance; he bad hoped
that by this time the item wduld have dis-
appeared from the Estimates. It was
one of those items which should be re-
duced gradually, and disappear ulti-
mately. There was an indication that,-
as regards the Perthi-Fremantle road, a
decrease was occurring, for the vote last
year was greater than that for this yjar
by £500. A certain sum should be spent
onl the Subiaco-Clareint road for main-
tenance, otherwise in the future a large-
outlay wvould be necessitated. The con-
ditions which ruled 10 years ago with re-
gard to these roads did not exist to-day,
for now the population was very much
larger and the rating of residents should
be heavy enough to enable local author-
ities to keel) uip the maintenance. If the
suggestion hie had made years ago had
been carried out this itemn would not have
occurred. A great deal of the heavy
traffic was now carried by the carriers
between Perth and Frenmantle, and the-
vehicles had wheels which were only 11
inches in wvidth, and the vans; were much
toi. heavily loaded. More discretion
should be exercised by the local bodies in
regard to controlling tine tratfic. There
were already provisions in the statute
book for the limitation of loads and fix-
ing the width of tyres, but it seemed that
those in authority were afraid to exercise
their statutory' rights. If a limitation
were placed onl the loads taken from
Perth to Fremnantle, or vice versa, the re-
sult wvould be good. These vans were
no'v running inl opposition to the rail-
wvays, and wecre cutting into the railway
traffic. The railways carried the goods
at 2s. 10d. a ton, and probably the car-
riers charged about the same. The State.
should not be called upon to pay so much.
for the maintenance of the road. How-
ever, the road was constructed at such anl



Estimates: [6 DECEMBER, 1907.] Roads and Bridges. is87

expense by the State that it should not
be allowed to get into disrepair, as it
would mean a very much larger expense
in the future if the road had to be recon-
strticted. Surely the Minister must be
convinced that the vote should be re-
duced, and ultimately cease to exist.

Mr. Collier: It was the same thing
every year.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: There had been
sufficient indication of the desire of mem-
bers. It must not be forgotten that this
was the principal thoroughfare from
Perth to Fremnantle and the road con-
cerned Perth and Frenmantle more than
the intermediate districts. Therefore it
Would not be right to make the inter-
mediate districts pay for the upkeep. It
was to be hoped that the amounts for
maintenance would be reduced except for
what were really Government roads, and
the Perth-Fremantle was more a Gov-
erment roa~d than any -other thorough-
fare. The Minister would no doubt take
notice of What had been said, and impress
on local authorities the necessity for pro-
viding more funds and looking after the
traffic, preventing it from cutting up the
roads by means of narrow lyres.

.Mrfi. BREBBER: The argument ad-
duced to-night was that because there was
a densely populated district anid that the
people there Were highly rated, no assist-
ance should be received from the State
for the maintenance of the roads iii that
densely populated district. There could
not be any mole unreasonable argument
put forward, for the traffic onl the road
was not produced wholly by the district
through which the road ran. The ten-
dency had been to wet-nurse the outside
constituencies, helping them to maintain
roads over which practically there was
no traffic. Many country' roads were
also easily maintained especially where
the soil was of gravel. The roads in the
districts of Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie
required very little making and upkeep.
They could not be compared with the
roads around the city of Perth, which
were very expensive to make and main-
tain.

Mr. WARE moved (closure)-
That the Committee do now divide.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes -- - -22

Noes -- - -13

Majority for

Mr. Barmnt
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Coweher
Mr. Davies
Mr. Dr r

Mr. Gull
Mr. Hlayward
Er. Kern
Mr. Layman
Mr. McLartr

Mr. Monger
Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Piess.
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. yes-yard
Mr. Wart
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mlr. Gordon (Teller).

--. 9

Not$.
Mr. Ans-win
Mr. Bath
Mr. Bol1ton
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Collier
Mr. Heanuaa
Mr. Holm.n
Mr. Johson
Mr. snout.
Mr. Stuart
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Walker
Mr. boy (Teller).

Closure motion thus passed.
Amendment (that the item be omitted)

put, and a division taken with the fol-
lowing result:-

Ayes
Noes ~24

Majority against .. 13

Airs.
Mr. Bath
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Collier
Mr. Heitman
Mr. Holnman
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Saodden
Mr. Stuart
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Walker
Mr. Troy (Taul'),

NOE.
Mr. Angwvin
Mr. Barnett
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Cocot
Mir. Davies
Mr. Droper
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gull
Mr. Mayward
Mr. Keesn
Mr. Moarty
Mr. Mitchel
Mr. Monger
Mr. S. P. Moore
Mr. Pies..
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. Yes-yard
Mr. Wore
Mr. A. J. Wilson,
51rs. F. Wilson
Mr. Layman (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Item -Main road maintenance, Perth-
Midland Junction, £550:

Mr. TROY moved an amendment-
That the item be struck out.

Mr. HOLMAN supported the amend-
ment. According to the member for
Gascoyne (Mx. Butcher), an experienced
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mian, the road was in splendid order. The
Perth Roads Board struck v-ery low rates,
though among the ratepayers were
wealthy people like the owners of the
Peninsula Estate. Suich local bodies
should be compelled to contribute to road
maintenance.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item-Main road Maintenance, Perth-
Arniadale road. £C780:

Mr. HOL[MAN moved as an amaend-
ment-

That the item be -reduced by £C280.
These local bodies should understand that
they must not expect to receive from the
Governmnent large sums every year. Ten
days ago he had cycled over this road to
Kelmiscott, and it was not in bad condi-
tion. He wished lie had as good roads
in his owkn district,

The Minister for Works : The road
was in a very bad condition.

Mr. HOLMAN : As he travelled two
or three -thousand iies by road every
year, be was a better judge of roads than
the Minister.

Mr. GULL2 : The item was increased
because the district bad been subdivided,
and the Closnells. Roads Board created.
In the (losnells district the road was in
places practically impassable during 'wet
weather, for drays and even for buggies.
The bulk of the money had hitherto been
sjpent at the ends of the road, and the
internediate portion neglected.

Mr. GORDON : On the three miles of
the road passing through Victoria Park
the Government spent last year £100 and
the niunicipaliry £672.

Mr. HEITMANK Government sup-
porters complained of the bad treatment
they received - but was it not remarkable
that the bulk of these moneys were spent
in their districts 1 The member for
Swan (Mr. Gull) spoke of a new roads
board. It was a grave mistake to allow
so many roads boards to he formed.

The Minister for Works :This was not
a new roads board. A municipality hav-
ing been created in an old roads board
district, the Maylands Roads Board was,
re-named.

Mr. HEITM1ANN By such subdivi-
sioos the expenses of management were

sometinies ]ncreased almost to the amount
of rates collected, as in the recently-
cr'eated Queen's Park municipality.

Mr. STUART :The Minister's atti-
tude was too arrogant and oracular, for
he assumied be knew more than countr-y
members about remote roads in districts
where the Minister would soon be lost
if lie attempted to travel. Too many
small local bodies were created.

The DEPUTY-CHAIRM.%AN : The
bon. member inuLst deal with the item.
T.fhere had been a general discussion.

Mr. STUART : In the Leonoura elec-
torate hund reds of miles must be tra-
velled- -

The DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : Discus-
sion must now be confined to this item.

Mr. STUART was surely in order in
objecting to the item because of the man-
ner in which other roads were neglected.
After leaving the House to reach homne,
he must pass through five municipalities
and one roads district, each receiving its
share of this vote ; whereas the whole
of his electorate did not receive the
amount of this item. The Minister for
Works should not complain of the
amiounts which country roads hoards
raised, and the cost of their administra-
tion.

The Mlinisier -Did the hon. member
suppose he could say what lie liked with-
out reply 7

Air STUART would support a sensible
proposition to diminish the number of
small local authorities, and to penalise
those who made bad use of Government
subsidies.

Mr. SCADDAN : ILast year £670 was
voted for the Pcrth-Cannington road and
£180 for the Canningtau-Arimadala road.
It would appear that the vote had not
been decreased this year.

The 'MINISTER : That was so. It
was necessary that assistance should he
given for this main road because one of
time local authorities had paid too much
attention to the Perth end of the road to
the detriment of the other end.

i-Maintenance of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder main road. £500:

Mr. JOHNSON : This item wag an
absolute disgrace. A few years hack

[ASSEMBLY.) Roordg and Bridges.
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£C5,000 was spent oji macadamnising this
road on the distinct understanding that
the roads board would maintain the road
without farther assistance. Whoever had
got the Minister to put this sum on the
Estimates had broken an honourable uin-
dertaking

INr,. SCADDAN :The agreement was
that the local authority would maintain
the road, once the Government made it
properly.

Mr. WA RE :The hon. member should
give some proof. We had only the hon.
membher's wrord for that.

Mr. SCADDAN :All these-grants for
mnaintenance should be struck out ; hut
seeing' that we had decided to give rants
for the maintenance of roads in other
places he would aot oppose this grant.

Air. HOLMAN :Why was there an in-
crease of £C340 this year- The arrange-
ment was that the local governing bodies
would maintain this road.

The MINISTER :This increase was
to make a certain portion of the road not
yet mnacadamised. The money would be
spent on the road before the junction of
the ]Boulder Block road and the Federal
road, and the balance would be spent
on the Boulder Block road.

Afr. HOLMIAN moved an amendment-
T(hat th~e waords "and construction"

be inserted after " maintenance."

The UFIATRMAN could not accept the
amendment. It miight alter the destina-
tion of the vote, and that had no effect
at all and was not in order. If the
amendment did not affect the destination
of the vote, it had no meaning.

Mr. HOJJMIAN T f we did not increase
the amount we should be able to alter
the allocation. It was apparent that if
sonic Of the money wvas to be spent on
constrietioin it would be spent illegally.

Mr. COLLIER :There was no reason
why all this mioney should be spent on the
Block road. The roads board should
have no objection to spending portion of
it between the junction and Boulder.

The Minister Inquiry would be made.
Mri. WARE The opposition to this

item. which it was hardly necessary to
defend, was to be regretted. Opposition

came front members who should do soine-
thing towards getting the item through
because it would greatly affect their own
constituencies. These members comn-
plained their constituencies were neglected
and blamned the Caves and other places
for that neglect. Yet they put up a
stonewall against this item.

Mr. Scaddan asked for withdrawal.

Mr. WARE : At any rate members
obstructed the passage of the item. It
was common sense when an hon. member
said that it was hardly to be expected
that municipalities would go outside their
own districts to construct and maintain
roads. At one end of this Kalgoorlie-
Boulder road was the Kalgoorlie munici-
pality and at the other end was the
Boulder municipality, and those imunici-
palities collected fees on the vehicles
that traded along this road and spent the
wheel tax that should properly go towards
the miaintenaince of this road. Another
point was that there were few tenements
along this road, so that it was impossible
to get anything but a small revenue. In.
Suich circumastaneds as this it was only
right that the Goverunent should assist in
maintaining these main roads. The Gov-
ernment were to be commended for plac-
ing on the Estimates such items as the
Clarernout-Subiaco road and others that
had been attacked to-night.

WMr. SCADDAN :The hon. meniber
was wrong in saying that the Boulder
nmunicipality was at one end of this road.
The road ran between Kalgoorlie munici-
pality and the Boulder Block.

Mr. Ware :The hon. member was
splitting straws.

21r. SCADI)AN : There was no ob-
struction towards this item. The member
for Boulder merely asked that some as-
sistance should be given for the road
branching- off towards Boulder. The
Government should not maintain roads on
which they had spent large sums for con-
struction.

Mr. HEITMANN opposed the itemn.
If the local bodies on the fields spent on
their roads the money they wasted in
sending deputations to the city they
would not require assistance from the
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Government for maintenance, He
moved an amendment-

That the item be struck out.
Amnendmlent pitt and negatived.

Mr. HOLAN : Considering the
ainount of mnoney voted for certain roads
it was clear that portion of the sumi must
be spent not in maintenance but in con-
struction. He would like the Chairman.
to inform him the reasons which. induced
him to rule that his amendment, to alter
the wording of the item and allocate the
money in a, different direction, wvas out
of order.

The CHAIRMAN (31r. Hudson):; The
decision was on the authority of " Man-
ual of Procedure of the House of Coin-
mons," wherein it was stated:

" In Committee of Supply, a motion
cannot be made to increase a g-rant
asked for or to alter the destination of
a w~ant."

If the amendment were accepted and
carried, it would alter the destination,
for the mnoney would go in a different
direction. He had therefore ruled it out
of order.

Mr. HOLMAN: That being so, none
of the money voted for maintenance
could be utilised in construction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
to the amount spent on the road, the
record showed that the sumt spent in
1903-4 was £3,870, and in 1904-5, £1,150.
It seemied apparent that, including the
current Year, the amount spent onl the
road during the past four years had not
been more than between £3,000 and
£9,000; this included reconstruction. It
"'as apparent that some of the money
voted -would be spent in reconstruction,
and with thle object of putting the road
in proper order. If it were legit 'imate
to grant assistance for the niain tenau lce
of the Peith-Fremanttle road it would be
a great injustice if the Goverunment dlid
not do something similar for the Kal-
goorlie-Boulder road. As to the former,
the municipalities of Perth and Fre-
mantle (lid not share in the amount en
the Estimates, for that only went to the
intermediate bodies. The terminal muni-
cipalities paid for the maintenance of
the portion of the road that was within

their boundaiies. He had driven over
the IKalgoorlie-Boulder road and thought
it only fair that they szhould receive a
grain for maintenance. It was not pro-
posed to give anything for the uiaititen-
anee of those portions of the moad in the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder municipalities;
but it was for thle maintenance of that
portion which camie within the roads
hoard supervision. The state of the road
was not due to the ratepayers of the
roads board, for all the traffic was done
by teams located either in Kalgoorlie or
Bioulder. His desire in placing the sum
onl the Estimuates wvas to do justice to the
district,

Item-Sussex Coast Road, Busselton-
Yallingup, £1,200:

Mr. HOLMAN moved an amendmtent-

That the item be reduced by £2000.

Last year the sum of £1,000 was placed
on the Estimates for this work, bitt only
£300 was spent. In the past there had
been altogether too much money spent in
that part of the State, and thle total
amount allocated to the caves wvas about
£00,000. There were other sunis onl the
Estimates for the caves besides the one
uinder discussion, and the total amount on
the Estimates this year amounted to sev-
eral thousand pounds. Such anl expendi-
ture should be held over until the finances-
of the State were in a better condition.
The back country at the present time
was being starved. We were spending
ahuost all the money on wvhat was prac-
tically useless work. Let us open uip the
country first, and if we had a little
money left then we could spend it Ill
pleasure resorts for the people. We
had the assur-ance of the Minister for
Works when voting £1,000 last year
that that amount would be thie last,
lbut the expenditure had gone on. We
might be told, unless we granted the
money to maintain the road the money
which had already been spent oin this
road would be practically thrown away.
It appeared that the more money we
spent on roads each year the moure
iooney we would have to vote in the
future. We should cut off all grants to
the caves, and let them get along as best

[ASSEMBLY] - 4oads and Bridge .
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they could. If the caves were not fevenue
producing now, the chances were they
never would be. We had spent £60,000
on the caves; if that money had been
spent in the development of the natural
resources of the country and in opening
up agricultural areas the direct beniefit
to the people wvould have been "Teat.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Last year £1,090 wvas voted for this par-
ticular road, and the expenditure during
the year was only £303. The criticism
levelled while that vote was under dis-
cussion last year to some extent had a
certain amount of justification. A great
deal of money had been spent in this
direction, and the department should
exercise every economy. If the member
would look down the columns of expen-
diture hie would agree that every endea-
vour had been made to keep within
bounds. There was one portion of this
road ot wvhich it would have been better
to have spent £800 or £400 last year, and
that road was just outside Busselton.
It was now iii a bad state of repair, and
must be put in order this year or allowed
to go to rack and ruin. Seeing the pros-
pects there were for this State and the
prospects in the agricultural districts,
in the course of a few years the eaves
would be patronised by a large number
of people in the State ; therefore we
should not allow the £20,000 already
spent on the road to the caves to be
utterly lost. He was asking for £E1,200,
and with the amount spent last year that
would total £1,500, making £E750 per
annum for the two years for keeping .80
miles of road in repair. It might be
possible to do with less than £E1,200, but
it was impossible to ask the roads board
which had a total unimproved valuation
of £31,000, anid the limited rate on that
at 21/2d. in the pound would not yield
the stum which it would cost to put the
road in repair this year. It was a road
almost exclusively used for the traffic
between Busselton and the caves. The
department would keep the expenditure
within the limits. We should curtail as
far as possible, but it was desirable that
the road should be kept in repair, for
in a few years it would be a fairly valu-
able asset to tire State.

Mr. HOLMAN: The year before last
there was an amount of £500 placed oni
the Estimates for this road, and only'
£100 was spent. Last year £1,090 was
oii the Estimates but only £E303 spent;
now £1,200 was proposed. Year after
year hundreds of pounds were voted but
not spent. Why wvere we called (on time
after time to pass these large amounts
wvhen the mon01ey "'as not required. Let
the Minister put mioney, on the Estimates
for roads that wvould openi up the
country anrd lie would receive hiis (Mr.
Holmian 's) support. The caves were
costing too much money, and the sooiner
the expenditure "'as stopped the better.

Mr. WVALKER: This wvas one of those
expenditures that came under the classi-
fication of luxuries. It was for a pur-
pose that by-and-by might be necessary,
but at the present time it was not neces-
sary. While the State was languishing
for the want of money, and wvhilst lie
could not get any money for roads in the
Kanowna district we should not spend
money on this luxury. This was one of
the extravagances of the State, which in
times of impecuniosity we could not
afford.

The M1inister: This money was ex-
pendedi by the Government not by the
boards.

Mr. WALKER: There should not be
the temptation to spenid the mione ,y by
placing- it on the Estimates. It seemed
extraordinary that every Minister's
electorate received an enormous share of
these votes.

The Minister: What had his constitu-
ency received?

Mr. WALKER4 The Fremantle dock
au thori sa tion.

The Minister: Stick to the Revenue Es-
timates.

Mr. WALE ER: The Treasury wvould
pay for the dock. He was complaining
of an enormous expenditure on roads to
pleasure resorts in the Treasurer's elec-
torate. when Opposition members Cotuld
not get a penny for necessary roads used
for business purposes. Last year -more

money than "'as necessary was provided
for this road. While the item showed
all increase of £897, Opposition members'
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roads items were blank, except one which
showed a decrease of £5,192.

The Minister: Turn to page 65, where
the new works started. The items on
pages 63 and 64 were simply old works.

Mr. WALKER : That he understood.
It was an unfair allocation to give this
enormous grant for one constituency, and
utterly to neglect other constituencies.

The MINISTER: The holl. member
did not understand what he was talking
about, when he referred to page 64 as
showing a decrease of £5,102 on a road
itemn, and said that Opposition members'
constituencies would receive nothing. On
pages 63 and 64 the new works were not
mentioned.-

11r. W.aiker: That he thoroughly un-
derstood.

The MINISTER: The hion. member did
not understand it.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
Minister must address the Chair, and the
hion, member mulst not interrupt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. memiber did not understand how the
Estimates were framed. Hle complained
that only £303 was spent on this road
though £1,090 wvas voted. A liability of
£E742 was brought forward from last year;
and though the £1,000 was not all ex-
pended in the financial year, £1,045 was
Spent during last winter. In 190647
£303 was actually spent, and the balance
-was spent at the beginning of this year.
If we passed the itemn the bulk of the
money -would probably be spent next win-
ter. We bad spent £C20,000 on this road.
Was it to be abandonedt Several thou-
sand people visited the eaves every year.
If the hon. nmeuber were a Minister,
would lie allow the road to go to ruin,
even if he thought its construction an act
of extravagance?

MUr. WALKER: If a Minister, he
would put this on the same footing as
other reads; he would do no more to it
than was absolutely necessary. The road
was of no more value to the State than
were business roads or thoroughfares.
Was there outside thle metropolitan area
anly road that received the same subsidies
as this road, or that had cost so much
to construct?

The Minister: Probably there was not.
Mr. "WALKER: That was the cause oC

complaint. It was a scandal to continue
the annual expenditure onl this roadcon-
sidering the heavy initial outlay.

Amendment (to reduce by £200) put,.
and a division taken with the following
result:-

Ayes
N oes

Majority against

10
15

0

ArTs. Nome
Mr. Angwin 2dr. Banett
Mr. Bath Mr. Brebber
Mr. Collier Mr. CaDweher
Mr.,Holman Mir. Davies
Mr. Saidan Mr. DraBper
Mr. Stuart Mr. Hayward
Mr. Tray Mr. Xsenan
Mr. Walker Mr. Layman
Mr. Ware Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Heitmann (Taller). Mr. Manger

Mr. Prie
Mr. Smith
Mr. A, J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Taller).

Amendment thus negatived.

[01r. Dc glsh resumed the Chair.]

Item-Sussex Coast Road, Yallingup.
to Lake Cave, £E350:

Mr. HOLMAN: The taxpayers should
not pay such huge sums for these roads
that were used by so few. He moved
an amendment-

That the item be reduced by E50.

Mr. STUART: This item should he
reduced as a protest against the spoon-
feeding of these districts. Some of the-
money devoted to the making of these
roads to pleasure resorts might be put
to better use by clearing tracks in the
back Country. But it seemed that roads
to pleasure resorts were to be kept as
smooth as a billiard table, while tracks
mighit continue impassable in districts
where people were carrying on the de-
velopmlent work of the State. But those
people who were developing the State
were ihe people for whom we should
have regard. It appeared to be very
much the same state of affairs as existed
in France before the Revolution, when
one section Of the coDMmunity lived in
luixury and the other section were told.
to live on grass.

Amendment negatived.

[ASSEMBLY.] Roads and Bridges.
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Newu Works (Roads), £20,265:
Itemi-Roads to act as Feeders to Agri-

-cultural Railways £5,000:
Mr. EHOLMAN : There was no objec-

tion to the item appearing on the Estim-
.ates, but information shonld be given as
to -where the money was to be spent. If
it was to duplicate votes already granted
for roads in agricultural districts it was
not fair to other parts of the State.

The TREASURER : It was not in-
tended to duplicate votes, in agricultural
districts. The Government had construc-
ted agricultural railwvays through new
country and this money was to construct
roads to act as feeders to those railways
to give the settlers facilities to carry
their produce to the railways. Not only
would it assist the settlers, but it would
bring increased Iraifle to the railways,
and consequently profit on the haulage
of the produce. The matter could well
'be left in the hands of the responsible
officers of the Works Department in con-
sultation with the Leads Department to
decide the proper places for the expendi-
ture of the money.

Mr. COLLIER : The item was a good
one, but it was a large sum to leave to
'the departmental officers to distribute.
Could not the Minister give some indica-
tion as to which districts would benefit?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
would have been done if it were possible
to (10 so, but the agricultural railways
ran out at right angles to the main lines,
while the roads rnnning to the stations on
the main lines ran more or less parallel
with these spur lines. The consequence
was that it was necessary to construct a
certain amount of new roads to the sid-
ings on the agicultural lines. It was
not possible to say what roads would be
-benefitted and show them on the Estim-
.ates, cspecially as several lines had yet
*to be constructed. The matter could well
"be left in the hands of the department.
The sum might he under or over the mark,
but it was yet too soon to say. He had
thought it wvould be fairer to the House
to set out this sum in a special line rather
than, as lie might have done, include it
in the main vote.

Mr. STUART supported the itemj

Mr. SCADDAN commended the M3iii-
ister for having ])laced the item on theEstimates separately from the rest. The
amount was too small, for we should do
everything possible to make roads and
enable settlers to get their produce to the
light railways. Many cases had arisen
where settlers were compelled to take
their produce a much farther distance to
the main railway, as there were no roads
to the spur lines. This wvould be reme-
died by the expenditure of the money in
the way indicated.

Item - Bayswater, West Guildford,
and Perth roads boards, Perth-Guildford
road, £9750:

Mr. ANGWIN asked whether the road
upon which the money was to be spent
still ran through private property.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was the main road between Perth and
Guildford.

Mr. Scaddan; It was an absolute scan-
dal that the work was not constructed
years ago.

The MIIfNSTER : Owners having a
frontage to the road had promised to
find £500, and the roads board £250, pro-
vidled the Government subsidised the total
amount. It was only on this promise
that the item had been placed on the Esti-
mates. Living in the locality were a
large number of people who worked at
the Midland Junction workshops; but at
present, owing to the state of the roads,
it was impossible for them to get to their
work on bicycles or other vehicles. The
road would decrease the distance betwveen
the Perth Town Hall and Guildford by
one mile.

Mr. Johnson: Two miles.
Mr. HOLILAN : How much revenue

had the Bayswvater roads board raised
this year?

The 'MINISTER: The board had
raised £930, and received by way of sub-
sidy £91,437.

Itemn-Bayswater roads board, Blowden
street, £30:

INL COLLIER: The item was fol-
lowed by several others for the same dis-
trict, the total amount of the items being,
£280. Could the roads upon which the
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mnoney was to he spent be described as
mainl roads?~

The M1INISTER: There were excep-
tional circumstances in connection with
this case. There was a considerable
amiount of settlement in the locality and
roads were badly needed. Thle Bays-
water board had promised to add pound
for pound to the amount voted by the
Government.

Iteni-Bunbury Council, Spencer Street,
£200:

Mrb. HOLMAN : The municipal vote
was reduced 25 per cent., and evidently
to make it good grants were being givenl
to certain favoured districts. He had
made applications for roads and streets
for his district1 which were more im-
portant than 95 per cent. on the Esti-
mates, but no consideration had been paid
to the requests. The rich and select
municipalities such as Kalgoorlie and
Butnbury alone received rants. It was
unfair to pick out certain districts. It
was not the customn to give grants to roads
hoards and municipalities, but on the
present Estimates a large number of
votes, appeared. If it were not contrary
to the Standing Orders he would say it
was anl underhand system of doing busi-
ness. It was absolutely unfair to the
whole of the State. He moved an amend-
Inent-

That the item be- struck out.

The 'MINISTER: The road in ques-
tion, which led into Bunbury, came from
a district where there was a considerable
amount of settlement. There waa great
traffic over it from the agricultural and
horticultural settlements, but it was in
such a bad state of disrepair that some-
thing had to be done. The hon. member
was incorrect when lie said it had not
been the custom in the past to give
grants to roads boards and inunicipali-
ties. Tn 1905-6 the amount was £17,098;
in 1906-7, £25,000, and this year £20,000.

Amendment put and niegatived.

Itemn-Collie Roads Board, Collie-Burn
Road. £;100:

Mr. HOLMAX: There were no fewer
than nine itemis for this roads board,
totalling £800 in all. It was significant

that these amounts were voted to the
district of a blind supporter of the Gov-
emninent. There were quite 1,400 miles
of road in his electorate and only £50
voted. The district returned 50,000 to
60,000 ounces of gold a year, and there
were 1,500 to 2,000 people settled there,
yet there was one solitary vote of £E50 on
the Estimates, while the Collie district
received £000. He was not prepared to
sell his support or close his miouth for
Any amount. He moved-

That the item be struck out.
Mr'. COLLIER : There were six items

for Collie roads district totalling £800,
while other roads boards could only get
£100 or £20. One itemt was £200 for
the improvements of rights of way. Some,
explwlationi was required.

The MINISTER: One itemi was for the
Collie Burn road. There was consider-
able settlement in the locality and not a
scrap of road, so the Government had de-
terinined to give the people assistance.
As to the rights Of Way, that was a por-
tion of the town of Collie in the roads
board area whichi ought to be ini the town.
He was endeav'ouring to gut the town to
hand over to the roads hoard the rights.
of way, which properly belonged to the
roads board, in exchange for taking over
certain -other areas. The amiount would
not be paid unless the exchange was made.

Mr. Holman : What amount of Gov-
ernment g-rants had been given to the-
Collie roads board during the last year?

The MLINISTER: In the Collie roads
board the rates collected were £E341 last
year, and the total grants amounted to
£700. The rate was is. 6d. in the pound
onl a valuation of £3,134.

Amendment put and negatived.

Iteni-Cottesloc Roads Board, Forrest
Street, £C300:

Mr. SCADDAN: Where was the street,
and was there not rateable property on
both sides of it"

The MINISTER: The road was faced
onl one side with rateable property for
half the way. It was a road used by
passengers; visiting the beach from all
stations between Perth and Fremantle.
On soine days the tickets collected ex-
ceeded 2,000. and On holidays the number
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rose to 3,000 or 4,000. Hie had witnessed
;accidents in that street owing to the want
of a footpath. The roads board ap-
proached him to give them a grant for
the road, and he suggested that they
should take into consideration the ex-
pending of the nioney in another street
running parallel to it ; but time roads
board refused. The footpath was made
in consequence of the revenue the Rail-
way Department derived.

Mir. STUART supported the item not
because he lived in the street, but because
previously be had noticed there was a ne-
cessity for this footpath. Previously
there was only a narrow track from the
railway station to the jetty at Cottesloe,
and it was reasonable that facilities should
be granted to the people to get to the
beach in. safety. The property on one
side was rateable, but on the other side
the greater part was a reserve. Only the
other night mnembers were talking of
granting a concession to run a tramway
to another portion of the foreshore; if
this road were made there would he no
necessity to run a tramnway to another
portion of the foreshore.

Itemi-Cite and Murcbison road boards,
Nannine-Berrigrmn road, £150:

Mr. HIOLMAN: There was no such
roads board as the Cue and Murchison
roads board.

The MINISTER desired to move that
-the wordIs "Cue and Murchison" be struck
out, and "Murchmison" inserted in lieu.

The CHAIRMAN: There was no need
to make the amendment, for the purpose
-of the item was clear.

item-Premantle, Amherst Street £250:
Air. SCADDAN: Why was this money

granted 9 There were two items here, one
Fremantle cemetery road £150. Was
this not the same road onl which £1,040
-was voted in another place I

The MINISTER: The Fremantle ceme-
tery road was outside the municipal boun-
dary. It was a road used jointly by all
the people of Fremantle to get to the
cemetery. There was £104 for an ex-
tension of Riverside road to which the
municipality of East Fremantle were pre-
-paivd to contribute. It -was nalking tip

the embaukmient to the 'river towards the
beach reserve. This was an excellent
place for picnic parties in the eon stitu-
ency of East Fremantle. As far as
Hamilton Street was concerned, it was a
road in two municipalities, and was faced
with a great nUuber of Government
blocks. A large proportion of the land
in that road was owned by the Govern-
ment and would ultimately be sold.

,Mr, ANGWIN: The Riverside Road
was a road airound Government pioperty.
Thle East F'remantle Council, recognising
the dangerous condition of the road. had
offered to contribute for its maintenance
pound for pound with the Government.

I tem - Kalgoorlie Cou ncil, Forrest
Street £300:

Mr. SCADDAN: The files showed a
distinct Ministerial statement to the
IKalgoorlie Council that no more mnoney
would be granted for this road. Pre-
viously the Government subsidised the
council Cor making that side of thle road
which adjoined Government property
from whelm the council derived imp rates;
but now some influence was inducing the
Government to subsidise the council in
respect of the other side, where thle ad-
joining properties had been. rated for
years. The Government had done
enough in granting money for making
half the road; and the item was uinfair
in view of the departmental decision not
to grant money in respect of streets in
which ratable property was Sit' Wated.
Mir. Johnson, when Minister for Works,
declined to make similar grants, yet Kal-
goorlie could obtain this amount when
represented by the Attorney General. It
would seem as if thle item were the re-
stilt of the Attorney Gener-al's influence
on. thle Minister for Works. No reflec-
tion was intended onl the Attorney
General.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. maember had a nice manner of
making insinuations without being
called to order. The presehit position
was totally different from the position
when the member for Guildford (Mr.
Johnson) was Minister for 'Works. Sub-
sidies to municipalities had now been
reduced by foirty per cent.

Bitimatee -
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M1r, Holman -The other mumicipali-
ties could not get such votes.

The MI0NISTER had a long list of
special requests from the hon. member,
and a fair number had been granted.

Mr. Holman :To the extent of £50.
Tfle MHINISTIER: The requests were

for £4tr300. and £756 had been provided.
The CHAIR-MAN: This was foreign

to the discussion,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS would

not endure the constant mis-statements
.of the hon. member, in whose constitu-
ency the Peak Hill Roads Board raised
only £35 in'the course of a year. As to
Forrest Street, Kalgoorlie, representa-
tions were made that the street was
directly opposite the railway property;
that one side of it was ratable; that
traffic from all over the district passed
through the street; and it was therefore
thought fair to give a subsidy. If Kal-
goorlie wvere represented by anyone but
a Minister, the item would have passed
unchallenged,

Mr. HOLMAN : Ministers' munici-
palities. had received special considera-
tion such as £E500 for Bunbury drainage
and £250 or £300 for storm water. drain-
age in Kalgoorlie. The Minister comn-
plained of his (Mr. flolman 's) requests,
but took care that they were not granted.
In the Mfurehison district were 1,400
miles of roads on which not a penny had
been spent, though they opened uip new
country and new goldfields; but on For-
rest street, Kalgoorlie, the Government
bad already spent hundreds. He moved
an amendment-

That the item be struck out.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It -was

surprising to find the members for
Ivanhoe (M1r. Scaddan) and Miurchison
(Mr. Holman) criticising him because
of this item, while their sympathisers. in
Kalgoorlie held him tip to opprobrium
hecause lie had secured nothing at all
for that town. There was no more justi-
fiable item than this. Year after year the
muncipality spent money to maintain the
street, without benefiting the rate-
payers. The street was used by teams
going to the surrotinding districts from
the Government railway. Not only did
all the property on one side of the street

belon g to the Government, hut on the
other side the railway institute, the prin-
cipal building, was free from rating,
and fromn few of the other building--
could rates be obtained.

Mr. ANGWIEN: Whiat -wduld be the
total cost of completing this street, and
how much would be paid by the cotuncil '
The item was under the beading of "New-
WorlkS.Y

The Minister for Works : MKany of the
roads classified as new works were al-
ready iu existence.

Mir. ANGWIN: The Minister had said
that for such works the municipality
must contribute 30s. or £2 for every
pound of special grant.

The Mlinister : Kalgoorlie would con-
tribute far more than the required
amiount.

The Attorney Genernal -It would be
well if East Fremantle did as much as
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. GORDON called attention to the
state of the House

[Bells rung and quorum formed.]

Mr ANOWVIN hoped it would be long-
before East Fremantle acquired so bad
a reputation as Kalgoorlie. We should
know the cost of the work, to see if the
council were contributing a proper share.
Sonme councils had to contribute largely,
while others had grants almost thrown at
them.

Mr. STUART :The item was not
justified. It was said the street led to,
the bonded store. Forty-eight hours ago
lie had passed the store, and found it
turned into a wine shop. Some years
back farther expenditure might have
been reasonable, but it was not justified
now.

The Attorney General: What about the
traffic with the railway goods shed 9

Mr . STUART : The traffic was all
from the Wilson Street end of Kalgoor-
lie. There was none from the lower end,
where this money would be spent. The
Kalgoorlie muncipality had been fairly
well treated of late, and it was creditable
to a former Minister of Works (Mfr.
Johnson) that he, when representing
Kalgoorlie, bad set his face against such
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'expenditure. Possibly this action cost
-him his seat.

Mr. SCADDAN had protested against
this item so as to be fair to all concerned.
Kalgoorlie was noted for wanting every-
every thing centralised within the muni-
eipal boundary. All the traffic in Forrest
Street meant trade to the town, where
teamsters and others spent money. As
the Government had provided funds for
making that half of the street which faced
the railway yards, the council should find
the money for the other half. Not far
from Kalgoorlie were other roads, abso-
lutely neglected.

Mr. WARE supported the item, which
was objectionable only because it was not
in the electorate of the last speaker. He
(Mr. Ware) was more highly interested
in the item than was the Attorney Gen-
eral. A considerable portion of the
street was in the Hannans electorate.

Amendment put amid negatived.

Item-Perth, Footpath from Thomas
'Street to May Drive £200:

Mr. SCADDAN :What was the justi-
fication for this work 9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Thomas Street was the boundary between
Perth and Subiaco, and the roa~d was
needed to give residents at the east end
of Subiaco and the west end of Perth ac-
cess to Mount Eliza and the Ring's Park.
It was really a grant to the King's Park
.Board.

Mr. GORDON moved-

That the Committee do nzow divside.

The CHAIRMAN : Another member
bad also risen to speak. In such in-
stances the membeir wishing to speak
would always be allowed to proceed.

M~r. SCADDAN objected to the form
in which the item appeared. It was ap-
parently for the Perth municipality, but
in reality for the King's Park board. It
was a footpath in the King's Park, f.romn
Thomas Street to the May Drive, and
was a necessary work ; but the fact that
it was a grant to the board was concealed.

The Attorney General : Was not the
description sufficient 9

Mr'. SCADDAN: No. Many members
did not know that the footpath was in
the King's Park.

Mr. ANGWIN :The King's Park
board had received a fair grant, and
should construct such works out of. that
grant. Throughout the Estimates we
found more than item for one work. It
would appear that allocations for a par-
ticular work were split up on different
parts of the Etimates in order to delude
members. He moved an amendment-

That the item be reduced by f-50.
Amendment negatived.

[12 o'clock midnight.]

[Difr. Hudson took the Chair.]

Iteni-Perth Roads Board, North Beach
Road £850:

Mr. ANOWIN :A deputation which
waited on the Minister for Works some
time back asked for a grant for this road
but failed to get what they asked for.
However, since then, so lie was informed,
a certain gentleman had interested him-
self in the matter. [Mr. Cordon:
Name?] It was sufficient td say this
gentleman was no longer a member of
this House. It was said this gentleman
influenced the Government to such an ex-
tent that he was able to get the Minister
to increase the grant for this road, and
that this gentleman boasted in the city
about the influence he had with the Min-
ister. People had said it was a scandal
that ainy man should be able to go behind
the back of the member for the district
and get grants for a particular road. Was
this true 9 Apparently the first promise
made in Connection with the road was that
£150 should be granted. That was before
this influence wvas brought to hear to in-
crease the amount. Evidently the Minis-
ter had proper estimates before him when
deciding to give £150, so that amount
should he sufficient. In order to reduce
the item to £150, he moved as an, amend-
ment-

That the item be reduced by £200.
Mr. DAGLISH :It was surprising

that a member should repeat a number
of hear-say statements, and ask if' they
were true. The report of the deputation
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that wvaited onl the Minister was in the
daily papers and showed that the hon.
member wvas absolutely wrong. The Mini-
ister had given no promise to the depirta-
tion except a promise of consideration
an~d a promise to inspect the locality,
which the Minister did subsequently in
company with him (Mry. Daglish), finding&
as a result that the request put forward
was reasonable. But it was not until the
Estimates were prepared that any mnen-
tion was made of the suni that was to be
granted. There was no desire on the
part of anyone to go behind the member
for the district, nor was there any ground
for the assumption that anyone had at-
tempted to use influence behind any memt-
ber of the House. Certainly there was a
conflict of opinion between North Beach
road and Curtis street, which conflict had
been referred to in discussing the Works
Estimiates. last year. The Perth Roads
Board and its officers were inore favour-
able towards Cuirtis street. There was a
promise given to the Minister that half
(of the cost of the work on North Beach
road would be paid by the owners of the
land along the road, but the work might
-well be constructed as a Government
work. The roads board had allocated £150
towards the construction of a wooden
road. It would be a mistake to lay down
a. wooden road. The Government mnight
lay down a principle that this grant
shouild only he made on condition that a
macada nised road was built.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
member for East Fremantle was to be
congratulated onl the role assumned by him
of repeating the tittle-tattle of street cor-
ners with a view to aspersing the chtarac-
ters of hon. members. The hon. nmember
was always ready to believe -what was foul
and nasty.

Mr. Scaddan : 'What was the amiount
requested for this road ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amount asked for would be sufficient
to construct the road, which would cost
about £ 700. Before deciding on this mat-
ter he had visited the locality.

Mr. HOLMAN: flid this road pass
through time Osborne Park Estate?

The MINISTER : A portion of it.
The settlers had difficulty in getting their

produce into the mnarker. He had no
hesitation in recommending this work.
The first person who had brought the
necessity for the work under his notice
was Mr. Hall, of Osborne Park. He (the
Minister) was not in the Chiamber when
reference was Inade to this gentleman,
but it wats not a fair thing to put anl
uingenerous construction on anything that
could be said about a wyork of this de-
scription.

M1r. Angwin . 'Nothing was said to
induce the Attorney General to speak as
he did.

The MINISTER: The construction of
this road was perfectly justified.

Mr. HOLMAN: The system of rating
earnied on by the Perth Roads Board in
the Osborne Park Estate was unfair. If'
a block was sold at £60 an acre it was
rated at £60 an acre, but an adjoining
block unsold, and still the property of the
Osborne Park Estate, was rated at £10
an acre. If the valuations ware put on
an equitable basis all round the roads
board would get a fair revenue from that
]leighlbourbood.

The Minister: Some of the estate was
not worth more than £1 an acre.

Mr. HOLMAN : Laud leased by the.
company to Chinamen was rated at £10
an acre, while land on the opposite side
of the road and purchased by white men
was rated at £100 an acre. The Min-
ister should miake somec inquiries to see
-whether something could not be done to
compel the Osbornle Par-k Company to
pay as high rates on their laud as the
white owners of land in that district we're
compelled to pay.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: The strictures.
passed by the Attorney General onl the
member for East Fremnantle were not
justified. If any nieiber had grounds
for believing that undue pressure had'
been brought to hear by certain people
as to the allocation of the vote, hie was
tight in giving expression to his doubts
in this Chamber. There was a good deal
of contention as to whether Curtis Street
or North Beach Road should be con-
structed.

The Minister: This amiount was not
put down with a view to any extension
towards the beach. The settlement a]-
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ready in the neighbourhood justified the
work.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: Where there
was contention, the opinion of the local
authority should have consideration. 'The
Perth Roads Board held the opinion that
Curtis Street should be extended in pref-
erence to North Beach Road. Certainly
the land on both sides of Curtis Street
was available for rating, whereas on one
side of North Beach Road the laud was
held by the Gleudalough Estate, which
was neither available for settlement nor
rateable. Probably that fact actuated
the roads board in their attitude towards
the North Beach road. However, the
Curtis Street route was the most advan-
tageous for settlers, and we should not
by expenditure on the North Beach road
curtail the amount that might be made
available for the extension of Curtis
Street.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.)
The MINISTER: About 37 settlers

would be served by the North Beach
Road, but while this wvork was to be
done, there wvas no intention of penal-
ising Curtis Street. In view of his visit
to the district he felt justified iii placing
this sum on the Estimates. There was
no influence brought to bear on him other
than the representations made first of all
by -Mr. Hall, whom he had rio cause to
conciliate, and afterwards by the member
for Subiaco and the deputation.

Mr. BREBBER :The oldest estab-
lished dairy in the State would be found
along this road, and numbers of settlers
would have facilities should the road be
constructed. No doubt if either street
was completed to the beach, the North
Beach Road would better serve the citi-
zens of Perth, as it went straight west
to the coast, while the other went north
towards the Osborne Park Hotel. The
North Beach Road would serve equally
as niany gardeners as would Curtis Street
if extended.

Mr. SCADDAN: There seemed to be
so nmuch disagreement between hon. mem-
hers interested in the districts concerned,
that it would be better to delete the item
altogether.

Mr. VERYARD: There was no dis-
agreement as to this vote. He supported

the vote, and would do so if it were two
or three times more. The money would
he much appreciated by the people in the
neighbourhood of the road, but on the
other hand the Perth Roads Board, and,
particularly the Osborne Park represen-
tatives on that board, were not altogether
pleased with the item. They preferred-
the money to be spent on Curtis Street.
Their requiest, which hie had forwarded to
the Minister, was for £150 to be placed
on the Estimates for North Beach Road.
They were also prepared to spend £300
on the road ; but a member of the roads
board had said since the amiount had beeni
noted, that the board did not intend to
spend any farther sum in this direction.
The board in that locality spent £2 for
every £1 provided by the Governmuent,
and it was unlikely that there was any
other board in the State where such a
percentage of expenditure was provided
by the local body. In the circnmstances
the . Government might have given the
district farther consideration. Several
requests had been made to the Govern-
mient for roads in the locality but none
had been granted.

Mr. ANOWIN : Had the Attorney
General remained in the Chamber he
would have ascertained that the state-
"'euts were not heard at street corners,
as he had alleged, and were not incorrect,
as he had said. He (Mr. Angwin) had
said nothing which should cause the At-
torney General td lose his temper. At
present the Minister was out of the
House, and it was to be hoped he would
remain there until he learnt better man-
nlers. In the present case the local
authority had only asked for £150, and
they had received a grant of £E350.

The Minister for Works: There was
no request in the Works Department
office for a grant of £150.

Mr. ANGWTN: It was about the first
time on record, when after a request for
£150 had been made, a reply was given in
the shape of a grant of £E350. It ap-
peared as if some influence had been ex-
ercised.

The MINISTER: Let the member say
straight out who was exercising the in-
fluence. When he made a statement of
that kind he should say what he meant.
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What was the name of the man who ex-
ercised influence.

Mr. Angin ref used to state the name.
The MINISTER: If a member were

not prepared to give his authority for the
statements and insinuations he made in
the House, he should refrain from making
them. In the ease in question, the grant
was made for a road through very sandy
country, and no one could suggest that,
feYr the construction of over a mile of
road through country like that, the sum of
£350 was too much.

Mlr. VERYARD: The application he
.had made was for a grant of £150, and
that could be ascertained by referring to
the report of a deputation which waited
on the Minister with regard to the matter.

Amnendment by leave withdrawn.

Bridges, £0,576-Revotes, £6,571-
Item-Frenantle high level bridge, al-

terations £1,600:
Mr. SCADIDAN: In what manner was

it prepared to spend this money 9
The MINISTER: The item appeared

on the Estimates last year, hut was Dot
spent. It -was needed in order to alter
the bridge so as to make it suitable for
the North Fremantle tram-ways to run
over it.

New W~orks, £3,005-
Item-Frenantle, North and East man-

ici pahities, rep~airs to loW level bridge,
£700.

Mir. SCAD DAN asked for an explan-
ation.

The MINISTER: This bridge was put
'Lp some years ago to carry the heavy
traffic on the Perth-Fremnantle road. In
view of the fact that the bridge was in a
state of disrepair it was thought the pres-
ent would be a good opportunity td
strengthen it. Immediately the high
level bridge was repaired it vas the in-
tention of the Government to divert thle
vehicular and passenger traffic there, and
in the meantime to repair the low level
bridge; by this means the cost would be
much less.

Item-Fremiantle railway bridge, alter-
ations £675:

Mir. SCADDAN: What was this for?
The MINTIST ER: For certain alters-

tions to the railway bridge. Some time

ago Messrs M1etlix-raith & Co. asked for
plans of the railway bridge as they de-
sired to build a steamer to run between
Fremantle and Perth. Plans were pro-
vided by th department, but after the
vessel-the Zephyr-had been built, it
was found that full plans had not been
provided and that in consequence there
wvas liable to he danger to the vessel
owing- to the fact that certain struts
stood out from the railway bridge and
made the passage under the bridge very
difficult. In the circtumstances, therefore,
the Government were compelled to alter
the bridge by removing the struts and so
niahe the passage easy for the steamer.

Mr. SCADDAN: It appeared, there-
fore, that the Works Department wvere
responsible for another huge blunder, as
they had not given the company the right
plans and now it was necessary for the
Government to be put to large expense
to remedy the defect.

The Minister : The Railway Depart-
ment were responsible, it was not the
Works Department.

Mr. ANOWIN: It had been rumnoured
that it was intended to alter the lower
bridge considerably. Had the Minister
taken into consideration the possibility
of making the high level bridge wider so
as to earry 'the tram, vehicular and pas-
senger traffic? Possibly if this were
done the work could be carried out at less
cost.

The MINISTER: That could not be
done.

Harbours and Rivers, 11,074-Revo tes
£6,724-

Item -Northam, Rliver improvements
£C1,OO8:

Air. SCADDANK: Over £3,000 had been
provided during the last three years for
the river implrovemuents at Northam-
What was intended to be done with the
river there9 Last session, when speaking
to this particular item, one member of
the House had said that since the time he
had been in Parliament ha had met with
no instance where Ministers had treated
their constituents as wvell as the present
one did.

The Minister : That hion. member did
not speak the truth.

[ASSEMBLY.] Harbours and Rivers.
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Mr. SCADDAN: That member was
Mr. flaglish.

The MINISTER: Well, he would tell
the member that the promise for the
carrying out of the work was not made
when the present Honorary Minister (Mr.
Mitchell) was a member of the Govern-
ment. The work was promised by Mr.
Wilson, when he was Minister for Works
in the Rason Government. He (the Min-
ister) was not going to admit or agree to
the statement that the Government had
shown any undue preference to the con-
stituencies of members of the Govern-
ment. It was agreed by -111. Wilson,
when Minister for Works, to provide cer-
tain funds for this work on the under-
standing that the local authority paid
pound for pound.

M1r. Scoddan: Were the local authority
carrying out their promnisei

The MINISTER: Yes; a dam had been
built and the council now had anl exten-
sive lake right in the middle of their towvn.
In three years the sum of £6,000 had
been expended onl the work, half of the
money having been provided by the Gov-
ernment and the balance by the local
body.

Mr. GULL: When the item was before
the Committee last year it was said that
the expenditure of that sum would com-
plete the work; now it appeared that an-
other thousand pounds was necessary to
be provided by the Government before
the end was reached, and it would be well
to ask whether it was proposed that next
year still another thousand pounds would
be neetded.-

The MINISTER: The promise given
by MNr. Wilson, when Minister, would be
kept. He could not say if there would
be any amount required next year or not;
but lie believed that the work was com-
plete, and that the present item would
govern the total cost.

Mr. GULL: The item would have been
more warmly challenged last year if mem-
bers had thought that the following year
another thousand pounds would appear
on the Estimates fdr the work.

Mr. COLLIER : This item might jus-
tify the accusation of the member for
Murchison (Mlr. Holman) that large sums
were continually being ranted to the

constituencies of members of the Minis-
try. It was nothing less than a scandal
to give a thousand pounds each year in
order to provide liver improvements at
Northeam. The Committee should have
a deal more information placed before
them. They should know if the money
granted by the Government had been
spent in the past, and whether the muni-
cipality had contributed its pound for
pound.

The MINISTER: The holl. member
had been told that the municipality had
contributed pound for pound, and the
department had satisfied themselves from
the municipal accounts that the amount
had been provided.

Mr. COLLIER: Was the contract let
by tender?

The Minister: Yes.
Mr. COLLIER: The House should

have been given some details about the
work, as to the amount of the tender, to
whom it was let, how long it would take,
etcetera.

Iteni-Wonnerup Estuary, opening
£410.:

Mr. COLLIER asked for all explania-
tion.

The MINISTER: The vote had been
put on the Estimates purely for the pur-
pose of remedying the isanitary condi-
tion of the estuary. In the sum er, when
the water receded, fish were left behind
and died on the bank in great quantities,
thus creating insanitary conditions. To
keep a clear flow of water it had been
decided to deepen and open the estuary.
The Stirling estate drainage would also
partly connect with the estuary.

New Works, £4,350-
Item-Albany, dredging mouth Ring

and Ralgan rivers, £600:
Mr. COLLIER: This was another case

where an explanation was necessary. Im-
mediately following the item under dis-
cussion were no fewer than three other
votes, totalling £2,000 in all, for dredg-
ing work at Albany.

The MINISTER: On taking up office
he found that there was a sum of £10,000
promised for the purpose of giving a
water supply to Albany. To him, the
expenditure of that sum on such a work
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seemed totally unnecessary, but a definite
promise had been given; consequently he
went to Albany and saw the local people
with regard to the matter, for he did not
want to refuse a promise made by a pre-
decessor, however much he might disagree
with the necessity for the work. The
,question was threshed out with the people
of Albany, w'ho agreed that if the Gov-
eninent would put certain portions of the
harbour into proper order they would
absolve the department from the promise
to spend £10,000 in a water supply for
thie town. It was provided that, in ad-
dition to the dredging, a better water
supply should be given. He would not
say that if the promise to spend £10,000
in a water supply had not been fulfilled,
lie wvould not have carried out the dredg-
ing work, for such a work would have
to be undertaken some time or other; hlow
ever, in the circumstances he had secured
a release from the necesisity to spend
£6,000 or £7,000, and had agreed to un-
dertake this work.

[1 o'clock a.m. Saturday.]
Mr. ANOWIN: The Minister as good

as told the House that the work was not
required, hut, at the same time, that it
was necessary to put it in hand. No doubt
something had turned up since the Min,-
ister had promised to provide a wvater
supply for Albany, by which a cheaper
scheme could be provided for the town.
This showed that the people of Albany
saw that the Minister had a weak spot.

The MINISTER :These works were
not matters of urgent necessity at the
present moment. The dredging would
have to be done, and might have to be
carried out during the course of the pre-
sent year. He recognised the people of
Albany had some claim, but he did not
agree to an unnecessary scheme to get
out of greater expense.

il1isceflaneous, £1I,S91-
Item-Testing W.A. timbers, £346
Mr. COLLIER :There should he a

limit to expenditure in this direction.
The MINISTER :There were a series

of tests carried out by the Railway De-
pairtment. The publication which Mkr.
Julius compiled in regard to the timbers

of Western Australia had been noticed
practically all over the world. A week
or two ago he was lent a copy of the
Colonial Offic Journal, and he found in
it a eulogistic reference to the tests car-
ried out by Mr. Julius, and hie had seen
the tests referred to in other papers. The
Government made this allocation as the
proportion of the cost that each depart-
ment should pay.

Buildings, £91,246-
Item-Public Library of Western

Australia, additional hook cases, £C216:
Mr. ANGWVIN :Was it not possible

for the board to pay for this work out
of the amount they received from the
G overmnent ?

The MINISTER :These cases would
be used for records that no other State
possessed ; the whole of the patent re-
cords of Great Britain. One person had
come from Queensland in order to conl-
sult these records at our library. It was
a great advantage having records of this
kind.

Item-Northam, Resident Magistrate's
quarters £E1,000:

Mr. COLLIER :What sort of a build-
ing was it proposed to erect 9 This was
a large amount to spend on quarters for
a resident magistrate.

The MINISTER :Sketches of this
building had not been made. This was
anl item putl (owvn at the request of the
Crown Law Department for a residence
for the magistrate.

Item-Frenantle prison boiler, etc.,
£000

Mr. SCADDAN :He had visited the
Frenmantle prison, and found on one oc-
casion about 12 months ago that a boiler
]ia( been erected there in connection with
a new steam cooking apparatus. It was
discovered when they proceeded to put
the apparatus into operation that thle
boiler would not supply sufficient steam;
the result was they hadf to take the boiler
out and put in another one. Someone
had blundered. In the second place the
plant was installed before it was ready
to be used. No use had been made of
the boiler since it was installed. There



Estiates[7 DECEM-BER, 1907.] Works-Miscelloaeons. 1403

was another point in connection with the
,charge of the boiler. Anyone recognised
the danger of handing over the control
of a boiler to a person who did not un-
derstand it. This was a vertical boiler,
and if any exposion took place within
100 yards great damage would be done,
and loss of life might ensue. It was un-
wise to leave a boiler of this nature,
where there were so many prisoners, and
so few attendants, in charge of a pri-
soner. He believed it was done on the
score of 'economy, but the Government
were taking a great risk and some day
an accident might occur. He believed
the attention of the Colonial Secretary
had been called to the danger of allowing,
the hailer to be left in charge of a
prisoner. It was unwise to expend
money and then have it practically tied
tip, as was the case in connection with
the conking apparatus which had been
ready for somec time but not used.

Item-Rottnest, Warders' quarters,
additions £240:

Mr. WARE: Some months ago he paid
a visit to Rottnest Island and was in-
formed that it was intended to do away
with the prison there owing to the
scheme entered upon by the Govern--
nient ; therefore what necessity vas
there for the item on the Estimates?

The MINISTER: Certain works were
being carried out by the Government on
this island by prison labour, therefore
there was a necessity for more wvarders
to be stationed on the island.

Item-West Perth Police Station,
£1,009:

Mr. COLLIER: There was no neces-
sity for snch an expenditure so close to
Perth; the police should be controlled
from the head quarters. Last year it
was stated that the West Perth police
station was in a dilapidated condition,
but the building had been sufficient fol-
the department to carry onl for 12
months.

The MINISTER: This was one of the
votes on which there had been consider-
able correspondence with the depart-
ment, and the Police Department in-
sisted that as this was a muster station

(52)

it was necessary to have fresh accom-
muodation. The provision was for a big
brick building. When the head of the
Police Department, who had the organi-
sation of the police force throughout the
State said that for the effcient working
of the force it was necessary to have such
accommodation, and insisted upon it, the
Government must meet him.

Item-Meekatharra, Police qnarters
£400:

Mr. BATH: When at Meekatharra he
saw that provision had been made to
meet all requirements ; 'what was the
necessity for this expenditure?

The MINISTER: The Police Depart-
ment stated that the building wasabo
lutely necessary, and after considerable
discussion it was agreed to put uip a
building for the police constable at the
request of the department, and the work
had been undertaken.

Item-Turkey Creek, Police station
4!a,000.

Mr. SCADDAN: Where was Turkey
Creek?7

The MINISTER: Between Wyndhatn
and Hall's Creek. This was a wood and
iron building.

Mr. SCADDAN: This was surely an
exorbitant amiount for a police Station
at Turkey Creek; there could not be a
big population in the locality.

The MINISTER: It was described as
a police station, but it included quarters.
At a place like Turkey Creek buildings
cost about double what they did in Perth.

Itemn-York, Police quarters, renova-
ting building, etc., £E350.

Mr. HOLMAN asked for information.
The MINISTER: This was one of the

oldest police stations in the State, and
the building had heen condemned by the
board of health.

Item-Rott nest, Conversion of Refor--
nmatory into accomlmodation-house £738:

Mr. COLLIER: What was the mean-
ing- of "' accommodation-house "'9 Was
it to be a public accommodation house
for visitors to stay on the island if they
liked ?

Estinotes:
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The MINISTER: It was to be like
the Yallingup Care House.

Mr. TROY: Some time ago the mem-
bers of the House visited the island,
and the Colonial Secretary explained
the intention of the Government was to
build a number of accommodation houses
and lease them out. Was this so, or did
the Government intend to part with the
land?

The MI1NISTER: The intention was
to let a limited number of blocks on
long leases. It was intended to improve
ain existing building and let it to someone
-who would take in to hoard persons
nsting the island.

Mr. HIT NNwas sorry the Gov-
ermnent intended to make this a place
of pleasure resort instead of continuing
to keep prisoners on the island. It
would be wiser to shift the whole of the
prisoners from Frenmantle to the island.

11cmn - Perth Agricultural Bank,
strong-room £95:

Mr. SCADDAN drew attention to the
flimisy nature of the building used for
the Agricultural Bank, and the valuable
documents stored there. Was it the in-
tention of the Gov-ernmnut to construct
a decent building for the Agricultural
Bank? If a fire occurred in the build-
ing- long before the fire brigade got near
the premises the whole building would
be destroyed.

The 'MINISTER: There was no inten-
tion ait the p~resent moment to construct
a new building. This amount was for a
safe for keeping tbe books belonging to
the Bank.

Itein-Parliament House, laying out
groniids £135:

Mr. SCADiDAN: If it was intended
to make the urwounds around Parliament
house anything like pleasing to the eye
such an amiount as this would he useless;
it would not pay the w~ages of a gardener.

The M1inm-er: Thlis. was the capital
cist oif laying out the grounds.

Mr. SCAI)DAN : The Gov'ermnent
shougld eoiisiuler the advisability of in-
errasing the itein, for the grounds around
Parliament House were an absolute dis-
grace. While hie did not desire to lavish

a lot of money on Perth generally, it was.
the duty of Parliament to see the grounds
around Parliament House were kept in
decent order, something in keeping with
the general standing of the community.
At the present time the grounds were the
greatest eyesore in the city of Perth, and
to say that £135 would improve the
grounds was ridiculous. The grounds
should be laid out better then they were
at present.

Iteni-Frenantle, Monument Hill urn-
provenien ts £100:

Mr. TROT: What necessity was there
for improvements in connection withi
Monumuent Hill?

The INISTER: It wvas land ranted
some timie ago to the Fremnantle inunici-
pality for a public park, and was of a
particularly stony nature. It was pro-
posed to carry'% out considerable improve-
ineats there, and the Government agreed
to give them this amount towards ( lie
work.

Mr. TROT: Was it customary to give
such grants?

The MINISTER: Sometimes.

Mr. TROT: In his electorate there
was an important place where a park was
being laid out, and the wround was very
stony. He would bear this matter in
niind and when the Minister was eon-
sidering1 the next Estimates hie would ask
for a grant.

Itein-Yallingup Caves accommodation-
ho use, repairs, etc. £330:

Mr. TROY: It was time we recog-nised
that sufficient money lied been expended
on this place. During- the last six or
seven years on the Estimates money had
been provided for the YailingUp caves.
What necessity was there for this ex-
penditure, and who hearl recommended it?

Mr. SCAI)DAN: The votes on the
Estimates form the caves were like a
spoumge. thmey sucked uip -the revenuie but
you could nut squeeze it out again.

Tme M1INiSTER: The building was
iii disrepair, and the GovernMent Simuniy
desired to keel) it iii going order.

.Mr. HOLMAN: What return was there
for this a ecoininod ation -house. He be-

(ASSE31BLY.J. Work-8-Afiscellaneow.
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hiexed after the pioneering work had
been done by the Government and the
house run for some time it was let to a
tenant; what rent "'as being paid for
the hnildingi Tf the lessee could not
keep the house in fair repair it was time
we had a change, and let it to a suitable
per-on 'who would not allow it to get into
disrepair. The building was only two
or three year old, it was finished about
1903 at a cost of £1,200, and be did not
see how it was possible that the building
if it had had fair treatment should re-
quire £330 to be spent on it in repairs
at the present time. If the house was to
cost sums like this, we had better put a
match to it on Guy Fawkes day, and-
burn it down.

Mr. ANOWIN : Who received the rent
for the house I

The Minister : The Caves Board.
Mr. ANGWIN; Then the hoard should

keep) the house ini repair. He moved an
amendment-

That the itemn be struck out.
What revenute was received from this
house The expenditure on the eaves
seemed to be distributed through the Es-
tiinates.

Amendment put and negaitived.

Itein-atannting Mechanics' Institute,
special grant £500.:

Mr. TROY : Was not an agricultural
hail already provided at Katanning I If
so, wily this special consideration.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
would have been quite legal to make this
paymnent out of the ordinary grant, bit
as the amjount was somewhat large he had
thought it well to show it separately on
the Estimates. The hail had been rebult,
and was now worthy of the town. The
regulations governing the general vote en-
abled the 2Minister to make a grant not
exceeding £500. This wrag a subsidy.

Mr. TROYT Members were doubtless
grateful to the Minister, who, ho-wever,
omitted to state that if lie had paid the
amuount out of the general vote the muni-
cipality would have had to contribute
either pound perm poiud or twvo pounds
per pound. He. (MrIt. Troy) had asked
for a hundred pounds special grant to
the Mechanics' Institute at Maninga Mar-

ley, and another grant for Yuiun, and the
Minister replied that special prants were
provided for by regulation.

Air. COLLIER : What was the money
forI

The Minister : Over £2,000 had been
spent on improvements to the building,
and this was padt of the expenditure.
The hon. member had had his Boulder
drainage vote anticipated.

M.COLLIER was not objecting to the
anticipation of the vote, but wished to
know whether any of this sum was for
furniture or books.

The Minister : It was for the building-
pure and simple.

Mr. ANOWIN : For some years, he
believed, it was usual not to allow any
more to an institute that had received
£500. Had not the Katauning institute
previously received that sum 9

The MINISTER : The original build-
ing was erected many years ago, before
the amending regulations referred to by
the hon. member came into force.

Iteni-Leederville Mfechanics' Institute,
special grant £500:

Mr. TROT congratulated the faithful
member for Baleatta (Mrx. Varyard) ont
remaining up all night to watch this
item.

Air. HOLMAN :Had provision been
made to see that Leederville raised pound
for pound I

The Minister : Yes.

Other items agreed to ; vote put and
passed.

This concluded the votes for the Works
Department.

DEPARTMENT Or COOwNIAL SECRETARY
(Hion. J. D. Connolly, Minister) ; the
Treasurer now in charge of the votes.

Division 40-Vote, Office of Colonial
Secretary £9g,299:

M r. ANOWIN: Twelve months ago he
had drawn attention to what was known
as the monopoly in the baggage agency
besiness at Fremantle, and the Attorney
General bad promised to draft a regula-
tion to overcome the difficulty. The regn-
iatioii had been drafted, and if it had
been given effect to, the difficulty would
have disappeared. Under the amending

Estimates :
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Harbour Trust Act of last year the trust
tried to work in conjunction with the Fre-
mantle council to make regulations for
controlling the baggage agents ; and the
council inserted in the regulations one
similar to that drafted by the Attomney
General, with a view to preventing mon-
opoly. Exut the regulation was not ac-
ceptable to the trust, and after one or two
conferences the trust abandoned the idea
of working with the council. Daring the
last twelve months he (Mr. Angwin) had
repeatedly brought the matter before the
Colonial Secretary. In September last
the trust drafted a new regulation. Sec-
tion 62 of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
Act provided that every regulation
should, after being approved and gazet-
ted, be laid before Parliament within
fourteen days, if Parliament was in ses-
sion, and if not, within fourteen days
after the commencement of the next ses-
sion. The regulations had been gazetted
but never laid on the table, and it had
therefore been impossible previously to
bring this grievance before thle House.
Had the Colonial Secretary tabled the
regulations, we should not have been dis-
cussing the subject at this early hour, and
the substantial grievance of a, large num-
her of baggage agents might have long
since been removed. One of the regula-
tions objected to provided that no por-
ter should, except with the consent of the
miaster or agents of the vessel, board any

Vessel to ply for hire until called on board
hy some person wishing to engage him.
The men asked that this exception should
he strnck out of the regulations; because
another regulation provided that when a
newly-arrived vessel berthed with another
vessel between her and the quay, the por-
ters miust range themselves in the middle
of the inner v'essel ; or if the new
arrival berthed at the wharf the por-
ters must range themselves on the wharf
at least five feet from the edge thereof
and at least six feet from the gangway,
and no porter engaged to carry any lug-
gage should transfer it to another, but
should accompany 'his employer. Here
was the injustice. These liensed por-
ters must take up their position in line as
prescribed, and await employment. But
a privileged firni of baggage agents could

glo down the river, board the incoming
vessel, and secure all available baggage
before the vessel reached the wharf. The
other potters, who were waiting on the
wharf, found there was no work for them
when the vessel arrived. The driver of
a cart fromn the Fremantle station to the
wharf paid to the Fremantle council a
license fee as a common carrier, another
license fee to the Railway Department, a
fee for a wheel license, and another for
a harbour trust license. Some of these
men, with large families, men who were
a credit to the State, had been brought
almost to the point of starvation by this
baggage monopoly. He bad visited the
wharf to inquire into the grievance, and
found that out of two lorry-loads of bag-
gage landed in one morning from a mail
steamer, only one portmanteau was given
to any baggage agent outside the firm
which held the monopoly.

Mr. lleitmanm: The carters at the Fre-
mantle station were robbers.

Mr. ANGWVIN denied the statement.
Their chargoes were reasonable ; as rea-
sonable as those of the monopolistic firm.
It was a crying shame that the Harbour
Trust should be allowed to use its power
to debar honest men from earning an
honest livelihood. The unprivileged por-
ters could not transfer luggage to one
another, but the privileged firm could
employ any number of men and send
away lorry after lorry with luggage
which ought to be distributed amongst all
the baggage agents. The Premier said
the matter was outside the jurisdiction of
the Government, and uinder control of
the trust. But the Harbour W"orks were
Government property, and the Govern-
ment should see that every mnan had fair
play, even if the Harbour Trust Com-
mvissioners had to he removed from office.
New regulations should he immediately
laid on the tabL, as provided in the Act.
Another matter :In August, 1906, the
men and women employed in asylums
and gaols as warders and attendants -were
taken out of the purview of the Public
Service Act and deprived of their -right
to appeal against dismissal. Some ward-
ers; had to undergo a three years' course
of training before receiving certificates
of competencY, and it should not he in

[ASSEMBLY.] Colonial Secretary.



Esimte:[7 UzOExbUR, 1907.] Colonial Secretary. 1407

the power of one man to dismiss them at
a moment's notice without their having
a right to appeal. Attention had al-
ready been called to the dismissal by a
medical officer of a nurse at Kalgoorlie;
and to-day the nurse was a matron of a
Government hospital, while the medical
officer himself had been dismissed.
The officials in these branches of the ser-
vice should be put under the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner and given the right of
appeal.

[2 o'clock a.m. Saturday.

The TREASURER : The matters re-
ferred to by the lion, member would be
brought under the notice of the Colonial
Secretary. Wilh regard to the porters
at F'remantle, even if the words referred
to by the lion. member were struck out
of the regulations, the captain of the
vessel could refuse admittance to the
boat, and the object the lion. member
sought would not be attained. Had the
hion. member brought the matter before
the Harbour Trust ? It appeared that
the Harbour Trust had the matter in their
hands. Also with regard to the lunatic
asylum staff, in no institution of this des-
cription throughout the Commonwealth-
was this class of employees placed under
a Public Service Commissioner. In Tas-
mania a Royal Commission had dealt
with this veil, subject and the conclusion
come to was that people who should be
absolutely under the control of the super-
intendent or medical officer in charge
should not be placed tinder a Public Ser-
vice Commissioner. It was absolutely
necessar 'y that the Inspector General of
Insane should hare complete power over
his staff. The Inspector General and his
assistant and the mnatron came under the
Public Service Commissioner, but the
others should be placed immediately uin-
der the Inspector General in order to
maintain proper discipline.

Mr. BATH : The 'Minister should see
the Harbour Trust did not give a monopoly
to one firm. If that policy were continued
it would be a sound argument for curtail-
ing the powers of the Harbour Trust, be-
cause people wvho had expended their
savings in purchasing a horse and cart
had now to stand by and see this baggage

firmn taking the bread ouit of their
mouths. In regard to the lunatic asylum
staff there was no difficulty in giving
these people the opportunity of appealing
if they considered an injustice had been
done. To deny that opportunity was one
of the most frequent causes of discontent.
Our service in regard to the gaols and
lunatic asylum would be more satisfactory
if such power was given, We had re-
cently a case in the Gaols Department by
which the sole authority referred to by
the Treasurer was exercised in such a
manner as to be unjust.

Mr. ANGWIN: The 'Harbour Trust
were approached by the carriers before the
Government were approached. The Har-
bour Trust charged certain fees which un-
der the old Act they had no power to do,
but the men's request was continually
put off because it wvas said that rego ha-
tions were being framed. These regula-
tions were fi-amed during the absence of
the chainnan of the trulst. The secretary
of the trust had said that all the men had
permission to go on the vessels, but that
was not trLle in1 regard to the mail boats.
If the wvords he suggested were struck
out of the regulations it would settle the
matter, b~ecause if this particular firn
did not comply with the regulations their
license could be cancelled.

[Votes wnd items discussed in detail.]

Item-Under Secretary. £600:
Mr. 'COLLIER: Hcre wras an increase

of £50. Surely this was not a timec to
increase salaries, especially those of
highly paid officers.

Ai1r. Troy: It wvas scandalous.
Mr, COLLIER: It was, and only last

week the Government had endeavoured
to tax men. earning £150 a year. Now
we were asked to give an extra £E50 to a
rhani already earning £550 a year. He
moved as an amnendmnent-

That the item be reduced by £C50.
The TREASURER: Mr. North, the

Under Secretary, was one of the best ser-
vants of the State. He had been 21
years in the service and had given excel-
lent service. The salary of this officer
was previously £600; but five years ago,
in a thin House, it was cut down to £E550.
That was a great injustice to Mr. North,

Estimates.
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because a previous occupier of the office
had received £750, and Air. North's im-
mediate predecessor had received £600.
It was a most reslponsible position, and
Mr. North had given every satisf action to
eachi Minister who filled the position of
Colonial Secretary. Under Secretaries of
other departments were better paid. It
was to be regretted the item was not
larger. The scandal, if there was any,
was in not giving Mr. North the salary
he was entitled to the year after it was
cut down.

11r. Scaddan: The Uinder Secretary
was only a figure-head.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
should be ashamed to snake that statement
knowing it wvas incorrect. Mr. North was
one of the most hard-worked officers in
the service. If members knew the
amount of work the department carried
on, they wvould realise the responsibility
of the position. Though perhaps he (the
Treasurer) had underrated the officer
some years ago, he had changed his
opinion. He knewv no more conscientious
officer than Air. North. The increase wps
fully justified.

Air. TROY: Whatever justification
there may hare been in years past for an
increase like this, there was no justifica-
tion for it now; and if five years ago Par-
liament had seen fit to cut down the
salary of the holder of this office, itnmust
have been done for some good reason.
[The Treasurer: By a majority of three.)
Was this officer worked harder than the
under secretaries of other departmentsl
The position could not be compared with
that of the Secretary for Mines. Comn-
paring it with the position of Under Sec-
retary for Agriculture, the latter position
only carried a salary of £500. Surely
the two salaries should be on the same
footing. [The Treasurer: There was no
comparison.] Air. North might be a
worthy man, but the Colonial Secretary's
Department was the worst administered
in the State. The way in which the Tin-
der Secretary carried out his work was
simply to receive reports from heads of
sub-departments, each report passing
through the hands of three or four offi-
cers and each officer noting his opinion
on it in transit. Anotther objection to

this increase was that the policy of this
Government seemed to be a policy of
1 reasing the fat hog. He was not speak-
ing- personally. [The Treasurer: That
was vulgar.] The increase was not jus-
tilled while wve wvere retrenching in the
lower branches of the service.. However,
officers in the Ministers' coterie of friends
could get increases. Airs. North was a
shining light in the women's branch of
the National Political League and was a
special fi-iend of the Government. Pro-
bably it was by her influence that Mr.
North was able to receive this increase.

The Treasurer: Rubbish!
3Mr. Scaddan: If the wife of a railway

servant did the same thing- the husband
would get the sack.

Mir. TROY: It was a fact that officers
wvere transferred because their wives acted
in the same way. There was no objection
to this lady taking part in elections, but
she was a leading member in an organisa-
tion supporting the Government and haed
a "pull" on the Government. Probably
Mr. North was a very useful officer and
did a great deal for the State, but the
State did a great deal more for him, and
had kept him in a fat billet nearly aUl his
life. This increase was an absolute scan-
dal, no matter whether the Treasurer
cared or not.

The Treasurer did not care twopene
for the lion, member's opinion.

Mr. TROY: Yes; no doubt the Trea-
surer was not a friend of the poor mn,
and would not help the poor man.

The Treasurer had helped the poor Juan
better than the hon. membier ever did. He
had paid the poor man. That was more
than the hon. member had ever done.

MJr 'TROY:- The Treasurer should with-
draw the statement that he (Air. Troy)
had not paid someone. It was a deliberate
untruth, He owed no man a penny.

The CHAIRMAN had not heard the
Treasurer say that the bon. member had
not paid wvhat he owed; but if the Trea-
surer had done so he must withdraw.

The Treasurer: No such thing was said.
Mr. TROY: One heard the bon. miem-

ber say it. This increase would not have
been put on the Estimnates by any sane
Government.
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Mr. SCADDAN: This was one of the
most outrageous items on the Estimates.
Many of the clerks of the department
could fill the position equally as well
as the official in question. Lower paid
servants of the State had been re-
trenched and then taken on again at a
lower salary, whereas this official, who
was a highly pid man already, v was to
get an increase. Surely there must be
some reason for it. The Under Setre-
tary might be a good officer when he
was in his office, but he (Mr. Scaddan)
was always doubtful of a man who whs
able, during office hours, to attend all
the social functions in the city. Mr.
North was not the only highly salaried
officer who went to his office at any hour
in the morning and left it early in the
afternoon. Many of these officers did
not get to their office until 10 or 11
o'clock in the morning, and hie had seen
Mr. North alighting at the Perth railway
-station after 10 o'clock in the morninog.
At the present juncture, when we were
retrenching in other departments, it was
unfair to give a high salaried man an
increase.

[31r. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Some
time ago the member for Mount Mar-
garet (Mir. Taylor), when speaking to
him and other members, had said whien
lie took tip the position of Colonal Secre-
tary he had almost an antipathy to the
Under Secretary, and certainly that lie
bad a great disbelief in his capacity as
a worker; however, on taking charge of
the department, and after being associ-
ated with the Under Secretary for
twelve months, he had found that his pre-
vious impressions were quite wr~ong and
that his opinioni was not justified. Mr.
Taylor's experience was that Mr. North
never left his office until between 6
o'clock and 6.30 o'clock in the evening.
Surely the member for Ivanhoe (Mr.
Scaddan) would admit that a Minister
under whom the Under Secretary had
worked for 12 months was in a. far
better position to know what the value
ef that officer's work was than one
who had never been associated with the
-officer at all. The present Colonial

Secretary held exactly the same opinionl
of the officer as his predecessor had
done. The departmental vote showed
how diverse were the ditties of the Under
Secretary, for the Colonial Secre tary s

Estimates covered more votes than those
of any other Minister. It would only
be fair that the increase should be
granted to Mr. North, for at one time

he was in receipt of that salary, but was
deprived of £50 of it by a catch vote in
the House.

Mr. COLLIER: What was meant by
saying that the reduction wvas made on
a catch vote?2

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
a catch vote, for at the time the question
was put there were bitt fewv members
in the House.

Mr. COLLIER had no antipathy what-
ever to the officer, nor did he desire to
underrate the services Mr. North gave
to the State. The amendment was
moved apart altogether from the ability
of the officer, who really might be a most
valuable man in the service; bitt if that
officer were wvorth £5.000 a year the lpre-
sent wvas not the time when an increase
should be made to his salary. Refer-
ence had been made to the time Mr.
North devoted to his dnties. Not %,ery
long ago that gentleman was anxious to
become mayor of the new municipality
of Cottesloe, but very properly he was

prevnte by he inister from being
a candidate for the position. If Mr.
North could find time to be mayor of a
municipality surely it could not be sug-
gested that he was over-worked. It was
significant that the only man to get aln
increase was alread 'y in receipt of a very
high salary, and had considerable social
influence in the State.

Air. A. J. WILSON: Did Air. North
come tinder the classification of the
Public Service Commissioner, and was
the proposed increase suggested by the
Commissioner 9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
under secretaries had not been classified.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: The Under Sec-
retary for Public Works only received
a salary of £550, and he was one of the
hardest worked men in the State. Al-
though Mr. North might be a very good

Eshmates:
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and diligent officer, still the present was
not the time to give such increases un-
less a strong recommendation was made
by the Public Service Commissioner that
such should be granted. The time wvas
ill-chosen for making this increase.

Mr. TROY: Two of the Under Sec-
retaries received a salary of £C550 each,
and one a salary of £500. The Under
Secretary for Works, who held a most
responsible position and probably more
responsible than any other officer in the
department, only' received a salary of

£5.If a fair comparison were made
between the work done by Mr. North
and that' of the Under Secretary for
Works, it would be found that the
latter's was much more valuable. The
Under Secretary for Law was receiving
a salary of £550 a year, while the
Under Secretary for Agriculture had his
salary fixed at £500. In these circum-
stances, as three other Under Secretaries
were receiving less than the amount pro-
posed to be paid to Mr. North, who was
the permanent head of the least impor-
taut of any of the departments, the in-
crease should not be made.

Mr. ANGWIN the time was inoppor-
tune to increase the salary of any highly-
paid official. Mention had been made of
the opinion held by the member for
Mlouni Margaret (Mr. Taylor) of the
Under Secretary, at the time that member
was a Minister of the Crown ; but it was
not right to suggest that the member had
had 12 months' experience of the officer,
for dr. North was away on extended
leave for a considerable portion of the
time when Mr. Taylor was head of the
Department.

Air. HEITMANN :The State was not
in a position to increase the salaries of
highly paid officers. He would like to
put the officer out of the department al-
together, and with him a good many
others, as in the Medical and other
branches under this department there
existed a very bad form of sweating. In
one branch in particular the sweating
which went on was awful.

The Attorney General :Where was
that ?

Air. HEITIMANN :He would give
particulars later on. The Under Secre-

tary was in the same position as many
more, in that had it not been for his
social position and family connections,
he would not be holding his present office.
There were many others of the old crowdi
here who, if turned out of their billets,
would not earn their salt.

[3 o'clock a.mn., Saturday.)

Amndment put, and a division taken
with thie following result

Ayes . .. .. 9
Noes is.. .. 1

Majority aga
AYES.

Mr. Anfi

MrY Hei]i
Mr: Hudson
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Stuart
MR. fox
Mr. A. Wlilson
1Mr. Heitansu (Teler).

ci

NOES.
Mr. BoruSett
Mr. Bath
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Cowehr
X.Y. lavies
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Gull
Mr. Hanyward
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Layma.
Kr. Mal1e
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. Price
Mr. Siith
Mr. Verynrd
Mr. P. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (T.

Amendment thus negatived.

Item -Accountant, £400:
Air. TROY :There was an increase of

£C75 for this officer, and this increase was
paid last year ;why had it been paid
previously !

The TREASURER : This officer had
long been paid considerably less than
similar officers in other departments, and
he had bees promised for some time re-
cognition for vecry important work he
did in inaugurating the central account-
ancy department, a work of great magni-
tude. This was the second largest ac-
countancy in the public service and dealt
with more vouchers than any other de-
partmnent except the railways. Members
would readily grasp the amount of de-
tailed work the officer had to undertake.
Ie had been promoted to the maximum
of his class in keeping with the account-
ants; in the Mines and the Lands Depart-
mnents. He received £50 less than the
accountant in the Treasury, and some £20
more than the accountant in the Public
Works Department. At the present time
he was on leave on important business ;

[ASSEMBLY.] Colonial Secretary.
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he was occupying his time in London in
adjusting- the accounts with the War
Office. He was to receive £150 as a tra-
velling allowance. This officer was able
to go home and lay the position clearly
before the authorities, and the State
would be £2,000 or £3,000 in pocket by
the visit. The officer was giving up a
great portion of his holiday to attend to
this work, and members ought to com-
mnend the officer for his zeal.

Mr. TROY:; This was not a good offi-
car. He intended to move that all in-
creases in salaries over £300 be stitch
ouLt, because the time was not ripe to
give increases. Great distress bad bean
caused in the State by retrenchment, and
yet officers who received a fair living
were given increases. This officer would
not earn the same wage outside a Govern-
ment department. He move an amend-
4ment-

T'hat the item be reduced by £75.
'Ar. SCADDAK protested against the

increase. It was remarkable how officers
going a way ou long leave could find
something to do in order to pay their ex-
penses while away. He knew one officer
who never left this State on leave without
muaking application to the Government to
inquire into certain matteris. Invariably
the officer he refer-red to obtained suffi-
cient money to pay his expenses- If we
had a return prepared of the amounts
paid to civil servants for expenses while
away on leave of absence it would be
astounding. It was a handy -way of get-
ting their expenses paid while on leave.
This was an increase to an officer al-
ready receiving over £300 a year, there-
fore he supported the amendment.-

Amendment negatived.

Item -Bookkeeper, £270
Air. TROY -This was a niew appoint-

ment. There was a bookkeeper who was
now oil leave, but the new officer was
aippointed at a salary of £45 more than
the late bookkeeper.

The TREASURER : The bookkeeper
on leave would resign at the expiration of
his leave. The amount provided was the
mimumn of the class. The previous

bookkeeper resigned because the Public
Service Commissioner would not raise

his salary to the minimumn of his class.
He was a good officer. Directly the new
officer was appointed under the public
service classification he was given the
lowest salary of his class, which was re-
fused the lace bookkeeper. The late
bookkeeper filled the position to the satis-
faction of the department ; he resigned
because he could not get the minimium of
his class.

Item-Iuiigration, £3,000
Air. SCADDAN : It was his duty to

enter a protest against the expenditure of
money on a systemn of immigration which
was not to the interests of Western Aus-
tralia. He approved of a system of im-
migration by which we obtained fromu any
British possession a suitable class of per-
sonls from) a land settlement standpoint,
but in many instances not sufficient pre-
cautions were taken as to whether the
immigrants were likely to be suitable
settlers on the land, and the result was a
number of persons soon after their ar-
rival drifted to the towns, and came in
competition with our already over-taxed
labour market. It might be better for the
time to stop the importation of immi-
grants, and to spend the money in pre-
venting persons emigrating from Western
Australia to settle on the land. There
were miany persons in 'Western Australia
at the present time anxious to take up
land if there was a, prospect of succeed-
ing, hut they recognised that with the
smnall capital at their disposal'they would
have an uphill fight for the first few
years, with the possibility that after
labourinog hard and making considerable
improvements they would lose all they
had been able to get. He was satisfied
if the money was expended in the direc-
tion of ringharking considerable areas of
land in order that residents of Western
Australia should he given an opportunity
of selecting, a great many persons would
take up land under these conditions.
Many people ]eft their employment and
went on the land in its virgin state, and it
took them about three years' hard labour
before getting any return. They attemp-
ted to clear the land in its green state,
and could only clear about 10 or a dozen
acres the first year. If they had not a
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substantial capital they were bound to
fail three or four years after going on
the land. The Government should take
on themselves the ringbarking of land,
and thus allow the timber to die before
the land wvas settled onl.

The Treasurer: That was done.
Mr. SCADDAN: It was only for im-

migrants. While it might be advisable
to see that immigrants who arrived had
every opportunity to get along, we should
afford the same facilities to our own
people. As to immigrants coming into
competition with the already over-stocked
labour market, it was a question wvhich
should not be overlooked, and the Immi-
gration Commission ireported on this mat-
ter to this effect:-

"The present population of the State
contains an abnormal proportion of
workers. This condition can remain
healthy oly so long as the mines, for-
ests, cornfields, public works, and the
building trade can keep these workers
employed. Communications with other
countries being frequent, any demand
for more workers is rapidly supplied.
Under such conditions it is clear that
any State expenditure on the introduc-
tion of men needing employment would
he of doubtful utility, if not a danger-
ous policy. To encourage the immi-
gration of men without means, who
would necessarily have to seek employ-
ment from others in order to save the
necessary money with which to improve
their sel~ctions, would be detrimental
to the interests of the local workers, and
tend to still farther delay the proper
development of the land. For instance
Mr. Hayter, of Dowerin, told the Com-
mission he went on the land with £15,
and nine days after taking possession
had to seek work elsewhere. Had there
been no employers he must have failed."

Be knew of ninny persons who had taken
up land who were previously resident on
the goldfields. These persons had endea-
vonred to obtain work from their neigh-
hours, and when they found their capital
giving out they bad to leave the land and
go to the fields and engage in other em-
ployment with the object of obtaining a
few more pounds to farther develop their
property. These men instead of having

to find employment elsewhere should be
assisted by the State by- being found em-
ployment in other directions, or the Gov-
ernment should assist them to clear the
land. We were told the Agricultural
Bank was at the disposal of settlers, but
it was well known that the first thing a
person with very small means did was to
clear a portion of his land so as to ob-
tain a crop as soon as possible, but this
clearing was not taken into consideration
by the Agricultural Bank until the set-
tler had a 6-wire fence around his pro-
perty. That was unfair to early settlers.
The persons who could obtain assistance
from the Agricultural Bank were those
who did not need employment elsewhere.
The Agricultural Bank should assist the
settlers in their initial stages.

The CHAIRMAN: This was very-wide
of the item.

Air. SCADDAN : While expending
money in assisting immigrants we were
overlooking the requirements of our own
people who desired to settle on the land.
The question of a proper class of immi-
grants was one that should receive every
consideration at the hands of the Gov-
ernment. It was all very well for the
Government to say that the class of per-
sons we were receiving were principally
persons desirous of settling on the soil,
but it should not be "principally," but ab-
solutely all the persons being brought to
this country should be settlers, and the
department should see that all the per-
sons were .settled on suitable pieces of
land. We should lay it down that the
persons who received assisted passages
to Western Australia should be land set-
tlers billy. We should make them sign
an agreement that in the event of not
taking up land they would hold them-
selves liable to ref und the aniount of their
passage. It was a very dangerous policy
to pursue to encourage persons of small
means to come to Western Australia with
the hope of succeeding at once. Instead
of assisting immigration, we should use
this money to stop emigration.

The TREASURER: Last year 1,000
immigrants were introduced to the State
-859 from oversea and 163 from the
Eastern States. Of the 859, 272 were
assisted immigrants from England, and



Fetiintea.'[7 DECEsME, 1907J]Oos.11

brought with them a total capital of
£16,465. The capital 'qualification speci-
fled by the Government was £100 per
family, recently reduced to £50. It was
absurd to say we wvould not allow people
with E16,465S to come to the State. True,
soine of these immigrants did not settle on
the land. Some settled with insufficient
capital. The lion, member spoke of a
man with only £:15 taking uip land and
within nine days being- forced to seek em-
ployment. But such employment could
readily be found by agricultural labour-
era. [Mr. Scaddan: No.] The night be-
fore last lie (the Treasurer) had been
told by a farmer in the South-West dis-
trict, a man well known to the hion. mein-
bet', that the development of his farm was
in danger of ceasing because he could not
get labour at the current rate of wvages.
He (the Treasurer) would give the bon.
*member the farmer's name. There was
a dearth of domestic servants also; and
these were the two classes of imnnigrants
whom the Government were endeavouring
to attract. The total number of immi-
prants, though it showed a considerable
increase on the previous year, was only
1,000 persons in the twelvemonth. The
hon. member could get full information

-at the office.
Other items agreed to;- vote put and

passed.

Vote, Charities -agreed to.

Vote, Fisheries-agreed to.

Vote, Friendly Societies and Industrial
Arbitration-agreed to.

Vote, Gaoks, £E32,473
Mr. BATH:. The Premier should e

this have dealt with the case of ex-Trade-
Instructor Behan, formerly employed in
the Fremantle prison and dismissed in
consequence of a complaint by a prison-
er's wife. The ease arose some years
ago, and had been ventilated more than
once in the newspapers. In 1903, the
member for Subiaco (fr. Ibaglish) moved
for the papers. Behan had been fighting
.all along for a re-hearing of his ease, as
he was, smarting under a sense of injus-
lice. Though originally a more serious
-complaint was laid by the wife of the

prisoner, yet the complaint when boiled
down for submission to the gaol authori-
ties amounted to a statement that Behan
had offered to take letters from her to
her husband in prison. As a matter of
fact, Behan had not been employed in
that part of the gaoF -where the prisoner
was confined, did not come in contact
with him, and had no opportunity of
conveying letters to him even if willing.
The lady complained that Behan had
spoken to her in a railway train between
Fremuantle and Subiaco ; but even at the
inquiry held by Mr. Lilly, J.P., it was
found that for this interference to take
place the lady must have waited for a
train later than that by which she could
have reached her destination. The evi-
dence of two gentlemen whom he (Mir.
Bath) knew well, and -whose word he
would accept-Mr. Snell and Mr. Phillips
-was entirely in favour of Behan. In
response to Behan's representations, a
Gazette notice appeared on Friday, 22nd
March, appointing Mr. Jull, the Public
Service Cornmissioner, as a Royal Com-
missioner to inquire into the matter. At
the informal inquiry before Mr. Lilly the
lady was not put on oath, nor was
Behan or anyone -representing him per-
nitted to cross examine her. Subse-
quently she went to New South Wales,
and at the inquiry by Mr. Jul], Behan's
solicitor agreed that the lady's evidence
might be taken on commission. But she
refused either to come here for cross-
examination or to be examined on com-
mission in New South Wales. Mr. Jull
exonerated Behan ; Behan's solicitor re-
quested that Mr. Jull's report should be
published ;but nothing had been done.
The Premier had promised to table the
papers, but they had not been produced.
He (1Mr. Bath) had perused all the
evidence, which satisfied him there was
no justification for Behan's dismissal or
compulsory resignation, Behan was en-
titled either to re-instatement or to com-
pensation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of
this matter he bad no personal knowledge,
as the case occurred before he took office.
Mr. Sayer, Solicitor General, personally
conducted the case for the Crown, and
had, in a long minute submitted to the

Gaols. 1413Estimates:
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Colonial Secretary, expressed his dis-
satisfaction with the result of Mr. Jull's
inquiry. The minute would be found on
the file, and should be read by the hon.
mneiber. Alr. Sayer felt himself justified
in differing from the finding of the
Commissioner.

Mr. Both : Mr. Sayer was really in the
position of Crown prosecutor.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
Mr. Sayer wvas not an ordinary advocate
retained for the Crown. The Crown
Solicitor had no greater interest in one
side than in the other.

Air. ALNGWIN : Judging by the Pre-
mier's reply to a question regarding
prison wvarders' hours of duty, one would
have expected sonmc reduction or re-ar-
rangeinent of these hours. An alters-
tini, might be difficult, but it was ex-
pected by the warders, as it had been
foreshadowed in the Press. At the Fre-
mantle gaol the warders waoked three
shifts which changed every week. In
the first week certain men were on duty
fourteen hours a day for seven days;
in time second week eleven hours a day for
seven days ; in the third week they were
on duty nine hours a day for seven days.
An early alteration would be simply bare
justice.

The TREASURER had noted the mat-
ter, which he would bring before the Col-
onial Secretary.

iteni-Freniantle Prison. Religious In-
structors, £300:

Air. COLLIER: There were two in-
structors, one at £175 and the other at
£E125. The value of such instruction
was doubtful. If the State paid repre-
sentatives of two denominations, why not
pay all? And why the difference in the
remuneration? Was one clergymannmore
dilil-ent than the other?

Mr. -A. .7. Wilson: He had been there
10i12er.

Mr. COLLIER: Surely one brand of
Christianity was not superior to the
others.

The Treasurer; Probably not; but all
denominations could not be represented.

Mr. COLLIER would not have any re-
presented in this manner. Discharged
prisoners told him that the religious in-
struction was regarded with ridicule.

The TREASURER: Some time ag, on
visiting the prison, he had understood
that the Church of England clergyman
was the prison chaplain, and devoted all
his time to the work. Religious instruc-
tion was just as necessary inside a
prison as outside. If he remembered
rightly, the other clergyman was a Roman
Catholic priest.

Air. ANGWTN supported the item.
These clergymen did good work for in-
adequate salaries.

Mir. TROY: Clergymen should not be
paid by the Government but by the people.
It was the duty of clergymen to visit the
gaols. It was surprising that members
should deny the necessity for religious in-
struction iii prisons. A condemned man
often required the advice of a clergy-
man. Some members treated every re-
ligious topic with unbecoming levity.

Air. SCADDAN: The last speaker's
remarks showed that hie needed religious
instruction. We should be able to dis-
cuss the advisableness of the State paying
for religious instruction in prisons, with-
out our being accused of irreverence. For
years he (Mr. Scaddan) had contended
that other denominations than the two
mentioned did as much good, and that
the best reformatory work was done by
those who tried to prevent the prisoner
from resuming his did life after his re-
lease. [T'he Treasurer: That was also
done.) Those wtho were instrumental in
removing discharged criminals from old

ascaions did miore than those who gave
instructions in prisons. The Government
should arrange with the different de-
nominations to hold services at the gaol
and we could save this money.

Iteni-Warders (4), Hamel depot £669:
Afr. A. J. WILSON: Had not this de-

pot been abolished?
The TREASURER: Yes, recently. But

the officers were transferred to some other
part of the State.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

Vote-Harbour and Light, £22,839:
Mir. ANGWIN: Frequently sailors were

taken off ships and put in the hospital
at Fremantle, but as they were signed
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,off the ship's articles the hospital authori-
ties had no redress to obtain payment of
the hospital fees. In one case the ship's
officers, without the knowledge of the hos-
pita] authorities, got a man to sign off
while in the hospital. The ship's agents
would not accept the liability for the hos-
pital fees because the man had been dis-
charged. The Minister should instruct
the Shipping Master not to permit these
men to he signed off, thus allowing the
ship to escape liability.

The TREASURER: One remedy would
lie with the hospital authorities demanding
a guarantee from the ship's captain or
from the ship's agents.

Item- Clerk-in-charge and Secretary,
Navigation Act £320:

Mr. TROY:- Here 'was an increase of
462. As be was opposed to all these in-
creases he moved as an amendment-

That the item be reduced by £20.

The TREASURER: This officer, Mr.
Sinclair, had spent 30 years in the ser-
vice. He had been for a good many
years underpaid. Similar officers in the
other States received double the salary.

Mr. Bath: But there was five times
the population.

The TREASURER: There was not
five times the amount of work. The £50
additional salary was given to Mr. Sin-
clair for acting as Secretary under the
-Navigation Act.

Amendment negatived.
Other items agreed to; vote put and

passed.

Vote-Lunzacy, £25,097:
Mr. BATH: When would all the pati-

ents be transferred to Claremont?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One

contract for four wings would be com-
pleted early in the new year and another
contract had been let. The administra-
tion block, 'seven wards, the machinery
'house, and the doctor's residence should
all be ready in eight months' time, when
it was anticipated all the patients would
be housed at Claremont. A saving of
£3,000 a year would probably be effected
immediately all the patients were under
one roof.
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item-Inspector General of the Insane,
£750:

M1r. COLLIER: Here was an increase
of £E50. Though this was a highly quali-
fied officer, who probably could earn a
higher salary elsewhere, we should not
make these increases while the lower
grades of the service were being re-
trenched. He moved as an amendment-

That the item be decreased by £50.
The TREASURER: Six years ago Dr.

Montgomery, the Inspector General, was
engaged for a terra of five years at £ 500
a year and quarters, and it was antici-
pated that if he proved satisfactory and
did good work there would be an increase
at the end of that term. The work was
now double what it was five years ago;
there wvere twice the number of patients
in the asylum. Dr. Montgomery b 'ad a
great deal to do with the preparation of
the plans for the new asylum which
would be secobd to none in Australasia.
During his control of the asyluim the cost
per patient had been reduced from 16s.
5d. to 13s. 3d., notwithstanding the ad-
verse conditions under which the asylumris
were conducted in the first place. We
could not retain this doctor's services if
we did not treat him fairly.

Mr. SCADDAN: That consideration
was not taken into account when Dr.
Blackburne's case was being dealt with.

Mr. BATH: While opposed to grant-
ing increases in the present financial

position, he believed that if any public
officer deserved an increase it was Dr.
Montgomery, who was one doing his
duty to the State and filling a very
onerous position.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: Special skill and
training were needed to fill the position
occupied by Dr. Montgomery. It would
be an unsound policy to sacrifice the
doctor 's services to save a paltry £50 a
year. We had reason to congratulate
ourselves on having secnred the services
of such an enthusiastic officer.

Mr. GORDON: It was a strenuous
position to fill and it -would he hard to
get a professional man to fill it. What
-would Dr. Montgomery save after -12
years' service at the proposed increas6d
salary? The man -would be worn out
and would have saved nothing.

Lunacy. 1415Estimates.
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Mr, ANOWIN supported the reduc-
tion of the item. Dr. Montgomery re-
ceived quarters, water, fuel, and light in
addition to the salary which was classi-
fied by the Public Service Commissioner
at a maximum of £700. Even if the
work had doubled, there were now two
medical officers to deal with it. There
was too great a discrepancy between the
salary of the Inspector General and. that
of the Assistant Medical Officer, £450.

Mr. HEITMANN opposed the amend-
nment. The salary did not reach the
average earnings of the medical men in
Western Australia.

Mr. TROY supported the amendment.
This officer had onie of the finest resi-
dences in the metropolitan area. In re-
gard to the figures mentioned by the
Treasurer, thcy had previously been used
by the Treasurer to prove what redac-
tions would he brought about by the in-
stallation of the electric lighting plant.

The Treasurer: Nothing of the sort.
Amendment put and negatived.

Item-Assistant Medical Officer, £45:
Mr. TROY: In this itemn there was an

increase of £57 shown, so be intended to
oppose it.

The TREASURER: The salary of the
officer was always fixed at £C450, and the
reason why the expenditure last year
wvas only £393 was that only a portion
of the officer's pay was provided for.'

Oilier iteins agreed to; vote put and
pnssed.

Vlote- Medical and Public Health,
E87,592:

Mr. TROY: There was a compact to
report progress at this stage.

The TREASURER: Certainly a conm-
pact was entered into but it was never
expected that before the stage for ad-
journmient was reached we should have
been compelled to sit all night. It was
to be hoped that the next time a com-
pact was made it would be kept better
than thea present one had been.

Mr. HEITM4ANN: There had been no
obstruction.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 4.34 o'clocl

asn. Saturday, until the next Tuesday.

legislative Council,
Tuesday, 10th December, 1907.
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Bll : 1Lnd and Ilncome Tax Assessment, Amiend.
ment (skz months) negcived, 2a, passed 1411

The PRESILDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the President :. Public Accounts for

the Financial Year ended 30th June,
.107, accompanied by the. Seventeenth
Report of the Auditor General.

By lte Coloniial Secretary : Report of
the Perth Public Hospital for the year
ended 30th June. 1907.

QUESTION-ABORIGINES, AS TO
TREATME NT.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD asked the
Colonial Secretary (without notice):
1, Has the attention of the Govern-
ment been drawvn to a statement of the
Special Reporter of the West Australian
newspaper, appearing in that paper on
Saturday, 7th December, under the head-
ing "in the Nor' WVest," to the effect
that-

Natives are assigned to proprietors
of hotels, and yet to have one of them
intoxicated on the premises is a statu-
tory offence. Personally, I have seen
some of these native servants sampling
the dregs put out fromn the bar-drain-

[COUNCIL.] Aborigines.


